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The Origins of the Data

The Start-up Venture Funding dataset was originally collected by a company called CrunchBase. Data World then extracted the data from CrunchBase on 11th May 2017, where the author collected the file. The file is described as “Information about start-up companies, investment and acquisitions via CrunchBase.” [1] The data in the file dates back to 1636 when the first start-up business in the file was established. The last date recorded for a business is the 13th December 2014.
CrunchBase originally collected the data to analyse and create comparisons on the data. These involved identifying the top 25 characteristics by comparing the attributes against one another within the table.
The Dataset

The dataset contains a total of 49,439 start-up businesses and the relative information surrounding them. These include the websites, categories and markets, funding totals, status, and where they are based in the world etc.
The original complete dataset contains six tables which were, Analysis, Companies, Rounds, Investments, Acquisitions and Additions. The table that was used for this dataset was the Companies tables. In most of these tables the information was repeated, and that table of data met the requirements for this project.
There a total of 18 attributes in the companies table alone which will be used for the analysis as they include the relative information regarding the businesses.

Suitability for Analysis

The dataset is a suitable size for what is required of it and is appropriate for the assortment of data mining techniques. Applying these procedures will identify any hidden information and reveal sought patterns within the data.
Cleaning of the data will be conducted, due to the data being real world data. Performing data cleaning will ensure that all fields are complete and that there is no missing data for when testing begins. There may also be limitations within the data, due to outliers and typing errors which can often be found within real world data. It is assumed that after the data has been cleaned, that there will be a sufficient amount of data remaining for the testing process.

Potential Research Questions

Throughout this project, the below four questions are going to be as of the data: -
1. Is there a trend within the market category and where in the country the companies are operating?
2. Do the reported funding totals have a significant difference on the operating statuses of the company?
3. Can a significant difference be identified between the success of the companies whom have a website and those who do not?
4. Is there a relationship between the last funding dates recorded and the status of the company that can be recognised using data mining methods?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Researcher Background

The author has specific knowledge surrounding the focus of the dataset which allows for the analysis and research to be completed. This is result of her having a B.Sc. (Hons) in Business Information Technology. During the time of study, a Dissertation was completed titled, “Investigation and Evaluation of Website Technology and Social Media Marketing for Start-up Businesses”. She has also had many start-up businesses started within the family, including a datacentre, a fashion boutique and hair and beauty salon.
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