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The Sierra Leone Civil War was a conflict in the West African country of Sierra Leone that lasted a decade from 1991 to 2002, A TRC was commissioned by the Lome Peace Accord to establish what happened.  Explaining the background to the Sierra Leone civil war, focusing on the main actors I.E. the government the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) also the external supporters on each side.  How world powers become involved and the mercenaries employed by a desperate government trying to regain control of the capital Freetown.  Attempting to give a clear picture from the evidence found that the corruption of the unfair distribution of wealth from the diamond reserves in the country.   Delving into the tragic nature of civil war, how did a country let children be robbed of their childhood, and be forced to fight as soldiers.  The spoils of war, the rape and slavery that becomes a way of life.  Finding how the sides financed their war by slave labour and “blood diamonds”.  Considering what a TRC could be, described as and defining the particular TRC.  Singling out apart how the TRC works and what benefit, if any had it on a war-torn country as well as its traumatised population.  Examining how the evidence was taken, who gave the evidence?  Were the statements taken ethically, moreover how reliable was it?  Did it cover all of Sierra Leone? Or just Freetown?   Considering forgiveness and how forgiveness links with reconciliation.  Then observing the outcomes of the TRC and the final findings, asking was the worth it and has it the capacity to heal the individuals as well as the whole country? 












To establish, what happened with the TRC (Truth and Reconciliation Commotion) in sierra Leon conflict, it would be interesting to examine the history of what happened.  Svärd, (2010) starts with, the Sierra Leone Civil War was a conflict in the West African country of Sierra Leone that lasted a decade from 1991 to 2002.  In March 1991, Foday Sankoh formed the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), supported by his Liberian supporter Charles Taylor and a faction of revolutionaries, namely the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NFPL), between them they tried to topple the Sierra Leonean government of President Joseph Momah.  
The film blood diamonds tell a story of Sierra Leones civil war.  However, Stepakoff, et al (2015) States this conflict was not caused by the diamonds but due to the unfair distribution of wealth by the Sierra Leonean government and the so-called Freetown rich elite.   One of the bloodiest civil conflicts in West Africa happened within Sierra Leone. This armed conflict in a nation of just four million people resulted in more than half a million displaced and more than fifty thousand people either dead or missing.  The conflict was funded by diamonds from the diamond mines known as “blood diamonds” mined with forced labour.  The RUF kidnaped children and used them as child soldiers, statements given indicate that they were drugged by placing cocaine and amphetamine inside cuts and bandaging the wound up.  Through this, the child loses his inhibitions and fights like a drug crazed adult soldier, further more statements of children being encouraged to rape mature women to prove their manhood were taken. 
 The war was particularly cruel and lengthy because both the RUF and the Sierra Leone government were using the diamonds to fund their sides so there was always funding available to those who controlled the diamond trade. (Campbell, 2004).  Campbell,(2004) goes on, During the opening year of the war the diamond-rich territory in eastern and southern Sierra Leone, was taken over by the RUF.   Following this President Joseph Momah was ousted from control in April 1992, by Captain Valentine Strasser who commanded a military coup he then created the National Provisional Ruling Council (NPRC) Captain Strasser believed that the corrupt president Momah did not have the capability to breathe a new life into the economy, financially, physically support and protect the citizens of Sierra Leone, from the insurgent invaders. (Stepakoff, et al. (2015)
Beah (2007) explains the Economic Community of West African States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) deployed the Nigerian army to Freetown, March 1993, backing the Sierra Leone Army in retaking the wealthy diamond districts, forcing the RUF to the Sierra Leone-Liberia border. 
 At the close of 1993, many external observers assumed the conflict had come to an end as most of the RUFs military operations had ceased.  Beah (2007) elaborates what had started as a civil war had now international repercussions as the Sierra Leone government was supported by main world powers namely the ECOMOG, Great Britain, United States whereas the RUF was assisted by Liberia and Libya, 
Svärd, (2010) explains By March 1995, a desperate Sierra Leone government employed Executive Outcomes (EO) a South Africa mercenary company to defeat RUF. In the meantime, Sierra Leone appointed a designated civilian government.   The withdrawing RUF agreed the Abidjan Peace Accord and fighting ceased.  However, May 1997 saw, a group of Sierra Leone Army officers’ stage an uprising and forming the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC).  Inviting the RUF to unify with them, the two units now ruled the capital Freetown.  Murder, Looting and rape continued even though Johnny Paul Koroma had acknowledged another end to the conflict. The RUF was causing this, as they saw the governmental weakness.
Svärd, (2010) goes on looting and rape were seen as the spoils of war.  ECOMOG forces stepped back in again supporting Koroma`s government however the RUF could not be defeated. Two years later in January1999 the Lome Peace Accord was signed the RUF and government held negotiations as world powers intervened to establish peace.  Through this in July 1999 an agreement assigned Foday Sankoh to become the vice president and in addition control of Sierra Leone’s diamond fields in return for an ending of the fighting it was agreed deployment of a UN peacekeeping force to monitor the disarmament process.  RUF and the laying down of arms process was conflicting and slow-moving.  With help from United Nations forces, British soldiers, and Guinean air force, finally the Sierra Leone Army defeated the RUF before they could retake Freetown.  On January, 2002 newly, elected President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah declared the Sierra Leone Civil War had finally ended.  Thorough this it was recommended for a TRC to address the past conflict.  
Hayner, (2011) explains, the earliest known truth commission was established in Argentina in 1983, but this body was not represented to as a “truth commission” at that time.  Rather, it was and still is referred to as CONADEP, the National Commission on the Disappeared.  There is still no particular, generally established classification of what constitutes a truth commission. Sierra Leone were one of the original countries to create a truth commission and Tribunal.  
Millar, (2011) adds when the ceasefire process ended, Sierra Leone was still in confusion, wrongs had been done!  There is a great deal of cleaning up to be done. 
Svärd.(2010) begins with, The Lome Peace Treaty  identified the need  for the setting up of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission to finance a safe opportunity for both victims and perpetrators of human rights violations throughout the conflict to voice their stories and facilitate healing.  Consequently, the Sierra Leonean government requested the UN to set up a Special Court for Sierra Leone, centred in Freetown the capital which would try those who bear the greatest responsibility for the commission of crimes against humanity, war crimes and serious violations of international humanitarian law, as well as crimes under relevant Sierra Leonean law within the territory of Sierra Leone since 30 November 1996." Both the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Special Court began operating in the summer of 2002 Hayner, (2011)
 The commission consisted of a Sierra Leone Bishop (Chair) judges, college professors, UN commissioner for human rights, South African human rights lawyer, a professor of public administration, Canadian human rights lawyer and an Irish human rights lawyer and a veterinary surgeon.  A number of these have sat on other TRC commissions and give their experience in Sierra Leone (Svärd, 2010).   Haider, (2016) agrees and that a TRC act calls on the commission to undertake research, receive statements from witnesses and hold public sessions toward the aim of establishing a “an impartial historical record of violations and abuses of human rights related to armed conflicts.  This is a mechanism in the means it can adapt and is just part of the process.
Caldwell, (2012) follows on with, five TRC principles as follows; One, Focusing on the Civil War from 23 of March 1991 – 7 of July 1999.  Two, to address impunity.  Three, being free to respond the needs of the victims.  Four, promote healing & reconciliation.  Five, prevent a replication of the abuse suffered by the people of Sierra Leone and never have a civil war again.  Caldwell, (2012) A TRC can be seen as a Mechanism & Split into 3 committees; Human rights Committee, Amnesty Committee and Restoration and Rehabilitation Committee.  Firstly, The Committee on human rights, used two methodologies to establish what happened thematic & institutional hearings that addressed men, women and payed particular interest in children and sexual abuse of woman and the management of mineral resources, corruption, and the role of international actors in the conflict. Over 9000 statements were given but due to the rural nature of the country and the language/ illiteracy of the people of Sierra Leone only 350 were to take the stand at the hearings that’s just over 3%.                Secondly, The Committee on Amnesty considers amnesty applications from perpetrators.  To qualify for amnesty, they must have committed these acts with a political objective.  The applicants may get amnesty if certain criteria are met: they must make a full confession, and show that they received orders from a political party or the state.  The committee will also consider the motive, the context and the gravity of the action. Once the applicants have been granted amnesty they may not be criminally charged for the same act.  And lastly, the restoration and rehabilitation committee found that even though participants did not stand and gave evidence, that they felt the healing process was beginning as their statements had been acknowledged, also the participants from both sides of the armies gave evidence and the more evidenced was given the more soldiers from both sides come forward after they saw there was no reaction from the special court.  All ex solders from both sides generally supported the TRC work. After the hearings there where calls for the TRC to stay longer in the provinces outside Freetown (Caldwell, 2012). 	
Svärd,(2010) conforms In the months following the TRC began a reconciliation program in conjunction with the inter-religious counsel.   A Sierra Leone NGO, outside Freetown the TRC approached tribal leaders and a reconciliation ritual would be held to rid the perpetrators who come together when admitted their wrongs would be washed of their evils. This would be a powerful event for all involved.  However, at the closing ceremony the president of Sierra Leone did not make a public apology and the chair of the commission agreed that no apology was needed.  This worried a lot of observers. 
Cerci, D. and Colucci, E. (2018) implies forgiveness has been recognised as being positive for the spiritual, physical and mental health of individuals.  With casualties of posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) following man-made harrowing experiences, it is often believed to have a constructive effect to forgive the offender.  Forgiveness and reconciliation have been promoted by ethical academics and religious leaders as an essential part of moving on in a society after individuals or nations suffer a wrong.  On the setting of South African history and the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in South Africa after years of apartheid.   Desmond Tutu (1998) said, “Forgiveness is an absolute necessity for continued human existence” Fow, (1996) believes forgiveness differs from reconciliation.  Reconciliation can be regarded as the practice of restoring relationships furthermore reconciliation pursues the action of forgiving the offended.  Fow, (1996) Defines forgiveness “as a willingness to abandon one’s right to resentment, negative judgment, and indifferent behaviour toward one who unjustly injured us, while fostering the undeserved qualities of compassion, generosity, and even love toward him or her”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Vincent (2002) focuses on forgiveness, believing that the people of Sierra Leone know that there is no easy way forward from this atrocity.  Sierra Leoneans understand that even the perpetrators can also be victims.   A belief that is strong with Sierra Leoneans is to forgive those who committed the atrocities but not those who engineered them.  Firstly, it has to be seen that the participants did the atrocities under order and the motives where political.   This was the rationale creating two distinct but corresponding bodies to bring peace through responsibility: One, the Special Court, will prosecute those who bear greatest responsibility for what happened.   Caldwell, (2012) & Hayner,(2011) follows, each person needed to tell their story, often in great detail this also can be seen as a beginning of healing and forgiveness, to be acknowledged through a narrative story is a powerful event as this indicates that each person’s story is unique and has been acknowledged.  However, forgives comes internally, resentment anger and frustration are all caused by external sauces.  In a conflict like Sierra Leone this is a natural event.  Even though the Special Court, is in place to trie and prosecute those who bear greatest responsibility for what happened and are punished. Fow, (1996) the victims can still be prisoners of the perpetrators in their own minds there must be a desire to forgive to start the process and an acknowledgment that they have the power to make a choice.  Each nation has its own cultures and beliefs for instance, in the west there is transitional justice, where the victim and perpetrator meet face to face to hear each story and answer questions. Vincent (2002 states Sierra Leoneans however approached tribal leaders and a reconciliation ritual would be held to rid the perpetrators who come together when admitted their wrongs would be washed of their evils.  This would be an empowering experience for all that engaged.  However, Fow (1996) disagrees, rightly implying forgiveness comes before reconciliation although peopled sometimes forgive as this reduces the suffering but reconciliation may never be reached as the hurts may be too deep for this ever to happen.
Langer, J (2018) argues the report saying that the TRC the TRC faced severe challenges from the start and during its work and lacked financial support. In short, the TRC did not have much of a contribution, although it did not do harm either.   This was due to a lack of funding ($10 million per year promised, actual sum $4.5 million over two years) and expertise to write a report of such magnitude, the TRC struggled to produce a final report. After a delay of ten months, the final report was presented in October 2004. In general, there was not much interest in the findings of the TRC because 1, the media focused on the tribunal. 2, the report was very long or not available. 3, Sierra Leone has an oral culture and high illiteracy rates.80%.   Furthermore, the report is in English and no attempts have been made to translate it to Creole, the language commonly spoken in the country.
Langer, J (2018) follows on, that owing to the high numbers of child soldiers, the TRC was the first truth commission to have a focus on children and to allow their participation with the help of UNICEF.  Rules were developed to govern children’s participation. Provide an in-depth discussion of child participation in the TRC, discussing the complexities of well-meaning attempts and the difficult realities to involve children in truth-telling. The assumption was that children (under 18 years old) are innocent, and thus had to be treated as victims and not as perpetrators. However, Shaw (2014, p. 317) criticizes that the TRC removed the agency of the children. There were no formal protection programs so the participants had to go on good faith.  It was a rushed process just twelve district capitals where visited and no refugees took to the stand.   The term “statement taking frightened witnesses and they felt intimidated by the term as it was seen as a legal expression.  The chair Bishop Joseph Humper lacked dynamism and energy”. He was not like Desmond Tutu at all, and was perceived by some as the “chaplain of the ruling party.”1Furthermore, commissioners received minimal training which was problematic when they interacted with witnesses.
Sierra Leone were one of the first countries to establish a truth commission alongside a tribunal. The TRC faced severe challenges from the start and during its work and lacked financial support. In short, the TRC did not have much of a contribution, although it did not do harm either.   For a few who “really participated in the process,” the process might have been helpful, but “only very few people were real participants.  It was seen that before reconciliation there needs to be a creation of forgiveness and the victim has the choice of forgiveness or let the participant imprison the victim in their own mind, through forgiveness the victim stops being the victim and becomes empowered.  However even then, reconciliation may not happen due to the severity of the hurts.  Although it is seen and agreed that forgiveness is important for the healing process of spirit Mental health and physical health.  The TRC final report, which does represent an impartial account of Sierra Leone’s civil war, is a document that is hardly used in public discourse today.  With the help of the UN, it published an update in 2008 on the implementation of recommendations. However, lacking pressure, political will, and financial resources, the government was reluctant to implement recommendations. Moreover, the liberal peacebuilding recommendations were not in line with how the elite in Sierra Leone wanted to build a modern state.
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