The involvement of Socrates in Politics in the 5th century BCE 
	Socrates was a 5th century BCE philosopher from Athens who had a large focus on many issues such as the politics of the day. Socrates was indeed a controversial figure in Ancient Athens as he was accused and executed for the crime of heresy and corruption of the youth of Athens. This showing that his philosophy was not that of the political landscape in Ancient Athens.
	In essence we do not know what the true Socrates was like as he never wrote any of his teachings in text therefor any potential information on Socrates must be looked at with scepticism as there is a potential for writer bias towards the support or condemnation of Socrates. However, we do have texts written by both Plato and Xenophon about his teaching despite these two having conflicting thoughts on Socrates in their writings.[footnoteRef:1] However through these writing we can grasp some of the philosophical, ethical and ideological views of Socrates and what he passed on to his students such as Plato.  [1:  Western Political Thought: From Socrates to the Age of Ideology, Second Edition pg 7 - Brian R. Nelson] 

	Socrates sought to attain the knowledge of ethical principles by the observation of not only the political world but also the natural world. Socrates believed that the ultimate goal for humans was happiness this is a rather hedonistic viewpoint.[footnoteRef:2] Here then we can see that any political ideology that can be drawn from Socrates will be in favour of the pleasurable over the un pleasurable. This method of examination of the Ethical world has been passed down millennia and is still a major part of ethical, philosophical and political debates to this day. However, this does not mean that Socrates would believe that work was not necessary for a pleasurable life what it would involve is the pursuit of pleasurable work. For example, a person who enjoys fishing becoming a fisherman. However, in the case of Politics Socrates argued that the political world would inevitably lead to unhappiness for the politicians as it is dominated by self interest and the self interest of politicians would create unhappiness for them as well as those who live in society. [footnoteRef:3] This philosophy could be seen as anarchistic as it would however it does not mean that Socrates believed that there should be no government in please but instead believed that the politicians should instead be the people who are happy to rule and make decisions for the good of the state. In essence this would benefit the whole of society instead of the individual as they would want what was in the interest of the people not what they would believe to be in their own best interest.  [2:  Western Political Thought: From Socrates to the Age of Ideology, Second Edition pg 9 - Brian R. Nelson]  [3:  Western Political Thought: From Socrates to the Age of Ideology, Second Edition pg 12 - Brian R. Nelson] 

	Philosophy in the ancient world is much more difficult to understand than that of the modern day as in many cases the texts that may contain important philosophical writings mat have been lost. However, in the case of Socrates we can see his philosophical work in the writings of Xenophon and Plato. One of the most infamous writings by Xenophon is about the defence of Socrates at his trial. In this he outlines what was said in the defence of Socrates which would have been a major stage for both his philosophical and political beliefs to be shown to the Athenian courts and its members. However not only Xenophon wrote of the exploits of Socrates, Plato also wrote of his teachings. In the “Republic” (Plato – Platonic Dialogues) Plato writes of a conversation of Socrates which culminates with Plato writing of the Socratic political philosophy of “peaceful contemplation of the heavens or in political action culminating in tyranny.”[footnoteRef:4] This therefor shows that Socrates did not think highly of the political landscape of Athens nor that of Sparta as the Spartans lived under a King which he would have seen as tyranny due to the fact that the people would have very little say in the running of the government.  [4:  Socrates and the Political Community: An Ancient Debate - Mary P. Nichols pg 56] 

	The death of Socrates is one of not only ethical wonder but also one of political interest. As previously stated, Socrates was executed on grounds of heresy and corruption of the youth due to his teachings. This move could be considered political as the Athenian state was in complete control of the trial and execution of Socrates and could be used as a method of silencing a person who could stir up trouble for the Athenian state and its government. It is believed that the Athenian state did this as known associates of Socrates, Alcibiades and Critias had committed serious crimes against Athens with Alcibiades even defecting to Sparta during the height of the Peloponnesian war.[footnoteRef:5] This therefor could have been misunderstood as Socrates teaching them to be rebellious against the Athenian state and leading them towards the Spartans which in tern could have lead the Athenian government to believe that Socrates himself was an agent of the Spartans and would be their enemy.  [5:  Xenophon’s Socrates as Teacher - Donald R. Morrison pg 195] 

	In conclusion Socrates was an extremely influential figure in the Ancient Greek world due to his teachings becoming widespread thanks to his disciples such as Xenophon and Plato with their writings also contributing to the overall extent of his influence. It must also be noted that due to the circumstances of his execution we determine that he was in fact an extremely important figure in understanding the overall mindset of the Athenian government. It can also be noted that despite the unclear nature of the writings that contain the words of Socrates it is clear that even today the philosophical debates surrounding him are even now a corner stone of philosophy. 
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