Introduction

What are the publics and police officer’s perceptions of the appropriateness of the length of sentences received for varied types of crimes in the UK? 

Did you know that 85% of 500 officers interviewed in the UK that had worked on a case, had believed the suspect should’ve gone to prison, but eventually ended up having a lesser sentence passed (Ashcroft, 2011)? This is a key development in today’s time as crimes such as robbery saw an increase from 60,000 incidents from 2023, eventually rising to 139,000 incidents (ONS Centre for Crime and Justice (2024). This is very important to put into consideration because there must not be enough punishment in place for these criminals to reconsider to re-offend or offend for the first time.
The perception and efficiency of the justice system is now under increased scrutiny because of increases like this. This statistic of evidence suggests that the police officers interviewed hold a belief that crimes either goes unpunished or inadequately addressed. This does not only affect public trust in the ability of the law but will also influence people to commit crime without having to worry about the consequences. Furthermore, the perception that comes from the public will have much more significance for the justice system’s legitimacy, understanding these public sentiments provide an insight into societal expectations and values. If the public believe that there isn’t any justice being served, that they will refuse to be policed, and the public is at the heart of policing.  Also understanding the view from police officers’ perspective of punishment severity is very important, it sheds light on the challenges within the justice system, reveals potential gaps between the law and judicial process, it can even affect police officer morale and the effectiveness of crime deterrence strategies
This dissertation will also conduct a survey for police officers and the public, to gather 2 different perspectives will be crucial to understand the underlying issues that we are faced with. 

the aim of this research is to uncover these few points.

1. Public perceptions of the length of sentences in the UK and what types of crimes deserve certain sentences. 
2. Police officer’s perceptions of the length of sentences in the UK and what types of crime deserve certain sentences.
3. What factors should influence the length of sentences? 
4. What changes should be made to combat the lengths of sentences to make them fair? 
5. Is there a presumption that sentences are not long enough, should some sentences not be reduced?



By addressing these points, we can provide a better collaboration between the law and the justice system, leading to a more effective crime prevention and community trust in the justice system.
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