Dissertation – Introduction
Shaping the Future of Child Protection Policing: A Critical Analysis of Multi-Agency Collaboration in Tackling Child Abuse of Girls in England and Wales.
Background
Animals have received access to societies against their mistreatment and cruelty far before the societies created to battle against the mistreatment and cruelty of children (DeMause, 2006, pp. v). 
Abuse of children has been a central topic of discussion within social services and police forces for several years; however, there is a continuous and growing need for resolutions, to be able to move forward as a society. The case of Victoria Climbié who died in 2000 was supposedly horrifying to the public, as well as policing and social service sectors. It's evident that the effect of her unlawful death and horror upbringing has influenced the way that social service sectors operate as headteacher Andrew Rehling of Mayfield School and College confirms; he took part within a video called Every Child Matters (Double Exposure/Flashback TV, 2005) and highlighted that the Victoria Climbié case is one of the worst British cases of child abuse he has seen. It is evident that there is still a modern issue in tackling the problem as other girls have tragically met their fates at the hands of criminals, and multi-agency collaborators, in the modern day. Focusing on this area of child abuse is critical to allow developments and changes to policing policies surrounding how young girls’ cases are settled and prevented in the future as there is a gap in current research to show resolutions.
The research aims to explore recommendations to police forces to shape future navigations of preventing and operating more effectively towards female child abuse cases, using social services as a strong partnership. The topic of girls and child abuse is vital to develop an understanding that there is someone who cares and will advocate for every single victim. The process of positively benefitting a girl through investigation, understanding, putting strategies into place and worthwhile outcomes gives one a sense of deep motivation and drive to make a lasting difference in the world.
Exploring how multi-agencies and police forces tackle abuse of girls in the UK is worthy of consideration for a dissertation; child abuse is a prevalent and ongoing issue across the UK, impacting sectors such as the NHS, schools, and the families of victims. Finding out how and why police forces and social services collaborate to repond to cases of abuse in girls is important so that mistakes and fatalities that have previously occurred, such as Victoria Climbié, do not happen again. The overview by Davies and Ward (2012, pp. 11) confirms the ill treatment and impacts from the behaviour displayed towards Climbié and to other affected children of serious abuse. It would benefit oneself through locating strengths to amplify, and weaknesses to break through to achieve advancements against a crime and terror committed daily, in an ethical and appropriate manner.
Research Aim & Objectives
Aim of Research:
This dissertation intends to critically analyse the dynamics of multi-agency collaboration in child protection policing in England and Wales, aiming to identify and recommend strategies to enhance joint responses to the abuse of girls.
Objectives:
· Objective 1: To critically explore the historical development of Child Protection Policing.
· Objective 2: To assess the importance of police involvement for cases of abuse against girls being dealt with by social services.
· Objective 3: To propose recommendations for increased multi-agency collaboration between police and social services to improve outcomes for girls who are survivors of child abuse.

Outline research methods and timescale – From this point onwards I need to change a lot still, I am a bit confused and lost with my own work due to change of title etc. It also doesn't flow well or sound professional
Research in my dissertation will be composed of several literature types. A textbook that will be useful is Blackstone’s Handbook for Policing Students 2022 (Wood et al., 2022). Choosing this textbook gives basic and in-depth overviews regarding topics of child safety and therefore is relevant for this research. It is an up-to-date piece of literature that is also credible and in guidelines with UK laws. The textbook offers legal frameworks used by police forces in the UK, practical examples and strategies to aid forces in their collaboration of multi-agency work for preventing and aiding child abuse.
Another literature style that will aid me is government websites. The legislation.gov.uk (2016) website is up to date with the laws and legislation surrounding each one, providing credibility and relevance to the research to be explored. It highlights the importance of parents and adults understanding that they have a duty of care to their children, transparently and with accessibility to show that the well-being of said children is vitally important. Such websites are useful to this field of exploration because it precisely states the laws surrounding all areas of conflict surrounding children to not allow excuses try and be passed off from abusers; the website is public for all to view.
Journals will be used as part of the research method, such as the journal by Ball, McElwee and McManus (2024) because it is credible and original work that has been academically accredited also. Using journals for this topic is also beneficial because they have their own reference lists which can be used for further readings and exploration. Journals are relevant to the investigation of child abuse being prevented through police and multi-agencies because they tend to focus on smaller areas in depth. This leaves professional and in-depth evidence-based recommendations for police forces as well as case studies that are critical to understand and overall, detailed insights.
From the survey/ questionnaire and interviews, qualitative and quantitative results will be collected. The qualitative results from the questionnaire will be vitally important for the research to have the emergence of new thoughts and ideas (Sandelowski, 1998), regarding the subject of child abuse and how it can be responded to more effectively and with the appropriate resources. Therefore, I will use text themes to group similar responses into categories to understand different views. Quantitative results will be collected too which is important for visually providing information and statistics which also allows for easy comprehension of what are the current great movements/ policies and strategies that are in place and what needs to have further improvement (Taylor-Powell, 2003). Graphs will be drawn up to show the context of results and lead to comparisons and drawn specific of key areas such as anomalies or peak points with several repeats to gauge the information of opinions and views provided from people with all walks of life and backgrounds.
Value of the Research
The research would allow for a prosperous Wales due to the success of understanding the aid that policing does hold when it comes to combatting child abuse against girls in the England and Wales. It is sometimes thought that only social services deal with child abuse cases, but it goes far beyond one sector, which is where multi-agency collaboration appears and takes preventing abuse to children to a wealthier culture of well-being. A resilient Wales is created through this research by exploring the barriers that have been overcome by police forces, such as South Wales Police, and the discipline and motivation that drives the change that betters the country for the future generations. The adaptions contributed to change outcomes for children facing abuse implies resilience of joint agency sectors.
Research undertaken in this dissertation would form a healthier Wales as child abuse multi-agencies would have greater recognition and therefore, hopefully a better budget and resources so that children thrive in healthy environments, physically and mentally.
A more equal Wales would form due to this dissertation because highlighted challenges and successes tackled by cross-sector agencies would highlight factors dealt with from all parties which will hopefully open access for aid to communities, in England and Wales.
Cohesive communities across Wales would result from recommending changes and initiatives to police forces in the context of targeting child abuse in a higher efficiency environment. Inclusion of many backgrounds in the questionnaire would provide inclusivity, supporting the foundations of cohesive Welsh communities.
Vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language are of upmost importance to the Welsh nation and research completed would allow for cultures and Welsh identity of language to come forth. This would occur from the cohesive communities that communicate more efficiently with the police and multi-agencies; all of which have at least a basic knowledge and understanding of the Welsh language. There is also a goal to reach one million Welsh language speakers by 2050, which could be rooted through communicative training.
Lastly, a globally responsible Wales would flourish because with each of the objectives being met, a trust in the abilities and integrity of police would rise, setting global examples to other countries and unions.
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