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Welsh Assignment - 1350
Portfolio which presents evidence of the way in which you will have developed your Welsh language skills during the year

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this essay is to demonstrate the importance of the Welsh language throughout the Primary teaching sector and how I implemented my Welsh language skills whilst on my Professional Teaching Experience (PTE). Welsh Government (2019) state their ambition is to increase the number of citizens competent enough to appreciate speaking and exercising Welsh reach a million by 2050. As a student teacher this statement makes it essential for me to progress my Welsh language skills to ensure this target is met assertively. 
Welsh Government (2020) state The New Curriculum for Wales 2022 is at the heart of the progression, they have implemented this with the use of self-evaluation not just for the pupils but the professionals too, to ensure the learners receive the best experience in school. Welsh Government (2020) see reflection as a vital way to raise the quality of education and standards of achievement. Similarly, Estyn (2019) state self-reflection by leaders and professionals is an essential aspect as it involves recognising, addressing and forgiving the failings that are inherent within any human endeavor. Reflection has many benefits, especially through professional development, as a teacher it is in our routine to become aware of our strengths and weaknesses in order to improve and develop our own skills and knowledge (Tarrant, 2013).
My teaching placement took place in a small rural school in Pembrokeshire, throughout my time there it was essential for me to speak incidental Welsh as much as possible throughout my daily routine, this will ensure the children were receiving quality teaching and learning. I wanted to embrace the opportunity I had, to develop and use my Welsh Language skills. As stated in the new Curriculum for Wales 2022 they also want to use the opportunity  to practice Welsh within and outside the classroom to encourage learners to use Welsh assertively and understand its usefulness to communicate in a bilingual Wales (Welsh Government , 2019).
T

The Welsh introduction lesson took place in a Foundation Phase class, which consisted thirty-two children, this included reception, year one and year two pupils. After communicating with the class teacher and understanding what they have already covered, I decided to focus the lesson on “sut mae twydd heddiw?”. Although the children often talk about the weather during the morning routine, it would be imperative for me to construct an engaging and appropriate introduction lesson. The lesson included verbal drilling, actions, educational games, flashcards and verbal partner engagement.  

Throughout the lesson there were many strengths and weaknesses, it is essential for me to put these areas of development into perspective for further lessons and activities within my teacher career and placements in order to improve on them. One the professional targets according to Pebble Pad (2020, p. 1), explains the importance that “learners and teachers can see, map and reflect upon learning to the extent that they are able to articulate next steps in a way which applies disciplined learning across the four purposes”, putting this into consideration this is what I aim to follow through with throughout the reflection process in order to progress.  

The initial reflection point will be based upon the positive aspects within the Welsh lesson. Firstly, the way I took control of the children’s attention using “un, dai, tri” was an effective way to towards positive classroom management, it enabled me to get their attention to then proceed to further learning. Morgan (2009) explains the route to being in control of your class is to create an effective learning environment that is accessible, resourceful and engaging. Another effective teaching strategy was the wide range of activities and games, this made it stimulating for the children to ensure they did not become uninterested and distracted. The use of drilling words was effective throughout the lesson. According to Weiler (2020) many language learners and professionals value repetition as they say is extremely appreciated and easy to follow, this could include, words, vocabulary, grammar, sounds or phrases. This repetition sequence is imbedded whilst learning a new language for many people, some say they find it challenging to see language learning without this practice as it remains a core part of it. Another positive aspect was the use of getting the children 


to interact throughout the activities, it was essential for them to share their ideas with each other, talk to their learning partners to practice speaking the Welsh Language and to eventually teach each other. Hattie (2009) explains the use of peers is extremely effective when teaching as they learn best from each other. This also emphasises the importance of Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development, where they are able to learn from the more knowledgeable other (Pound, 2006). 

Although there were several positive factors throughout the introduction there also stood some opportunities for improvement. At the start of the lesson I felt my classroom management was a good standard, however the longer the children were made to sit down the more adjugated and disruptive they got, therefore I felt I was forgetting to use the key Welsh words and this was disappointing for myself. As a result of this, I deciede to start moving children and putting them in sitting spots where they were less disruptive. I do not often like doing this as sometimes it causes more disturbance than necessary. My use of Welsh key words was an adequate standard, however at times I thought my pronunciation was poor, especially words like ‘eisteddwch’, ‘brw glaw’, ‘edrychwch’ and ‘wlyb’. As a result of this, I need to practice speaking Welsh and practicing those key words in order to improve my pronunciation. Another aspect which was embarrassing on my behalf was getting confused between ‘sefwch’ and ‘eisteddwch’, during the lesson a child had to correct me which was humiliating. However, this opportunity gave me to chance to explain to children all teachers make mistakes and it shows we are all learning together. Another area I think I would improve on was the use of positive behaviour reinforcement. Skinner’s (1960) theory of behaviorism explains the idea that learning is a function of change to overt behavior, it also relies on the effectiveness of the learning environment (Pound, 2006). Putting this into consideration, the implementation of techniques like ‘welsh stickers or dojo points’ to reward children to could possibly improve the behavior and overall engagement.  
	To conclude, there are several apparent areas which is essential for me to improve on in order to develop my Welsh Language skills and to feel confident when teaching and communicating in front of the pupils. The Curriculum for Wales 2022 

aims to give children and teachers opportunities to use Welsh within and beyond the classroom to support learners to use the Welsh language confidently and appreciate its usefulness to communication in a bilingual Wales (Welsh Government , 2019). The document also states facilitating the use of Welsh, through planned linguistic progression in every phase of and as part of a whole-school approach, offers opportunities for all learners to develop bilingually (Welsh Government , 2019). Balancing the positive and negatives of my Welsh lesson, I do need to become more aware of how I am also learning from my mistakes in order to progress as a successful teacher. As stated by Dylan Wiliam in the book The Confident Teacher written by Quigley (2016, p. 1) “every teacher needs to improve, not because they are not good enough, but because they can be even better”. Concluding, my next progression steps will be based on; improving my pronunciation, feeling confident, practice using more incidental Welsh as this will become a positive habit and to extend my sentences further. 
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Lesson Plan Phase 1

Lesson Plan – Step 1 Cynllun Gwers – Cam 1

	Student-teacher
	Emily Wonnacott 
	Class:
	reception/year 1 /year 2 

	AoLE or Subject
	Welsh Lesson
	Date:
	20/01/20

	Lesson Focus:
	Weather – Sut mae twyydd heddiw?

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	Successful Futures
· Ethically informed citizens.
· Ambitious capable learners. 

Welsh Language
· View and listen carefully to a variety of visual and audio-visual stimuli.
· Speak clearly, using simple words, greetings and expressions.
· Communicate by using symbols, pictures, words, phrases and short sentences.

	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)

Welsh Language Skills - There is a commitment to incremental development of personal skills in the use of the Welsh language.  



	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
· Use verbal Welsh patterns to understand the different types of weather. 
· To build confidence when asking and answer questions. 




	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· I understand Welsh commands. 
· I feel confident in my pronunciation.
· I can talk about the weather in Welsh. 
· I can ask questions in Welsh. 
· I can answer questions in Welsh. 




	Lesson hook – Using a hook at the start of a lesson is to grab the children’s attention and ensure they want to learn. This will be spoken about throughout the lesson, especially if some children want to misbehave. 

Modelling – Throughout the lesson I will be modelling infront of the children how to say certain words and sentence patterns. As I am their model, I need to make sure I am enthusiastic and engaging. Modelling how I want the children to ask ‘sut mae twywdd heddiw’ will allow them to see what a good one looks like. 

WAGOLL – This is very similar to modelling as it will be a visual to show the children how to ask their partners questions in welsh and how to answer. 

Testing knowledge – Towards the end of the lesson I will be testing the children’s knowledge and understanding on weather by showing them flash cards. This allows me to see if they need additional lessons to help progress their learning to improve their Welsh language skills. 




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points, differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)


	The opening phase of the lesson will be settling the children down on the carpet so they are ready to learn.

Dewch i mewn yn dawel? – Come in 

Eisteddwch os gweli di’n dda – Sit down please

I will greet the children with bore da/ prynhawn da or shwmae. 

Ydy pawb yn yma? – Is everyone here?

As the children are unfamiliar with these phrases I will repeat the English translation afterwards. 

Da iawn pawb! – Well done!


	The children’s task during this part of the lesson is to:
· Sit in sitting spots
· Listen 
· Engage
· Quiet lips
· Listening ears
· Lips locked
· Criss cross apple sauce
· Eyes on me. 






	Video 
Camera
Stand 
Black Cloak
Interactive whiteboard 
Word prompts
I-pad


	

Teaching & Core Learning
	At the front of the classroom there will be a stand with a real camera on.  I have put this here to hook the children’s attention.  

To start there will be a black cloak to cover it and once the children have settled down, I will then explain to the children:

“Boys and girls there are a camera watching us, edrychwch!

I wonder who it is? Shall we see?
The camera men have got a video for you to watch! Would you like to watch it?” 

WATCH THE VIDEO – WELSH WORD
The video will consist of a man speaking Welsh to them and then translating it. 

Video - Script
 “Hello boys and girls! I am Jack, a weatherman from BBC Wales. I need your help. I have heard from Miss Wonnacott you are excellent at speaking Welsh. 
I am making a video today and I need you to use your loud welsh voices and talk about the weather. Do you think you can do that? I have given Miss Wonnacott a list of jobs for you!
Thank you, boys and girls!”

This video will be spoken in Welsh to start. I will pause it and ask the children do they recognise any words?

Gofynnwch I’ch partner if they recognise any words? - Ask your partner if they recognise any words?
To get the childrens attention back – use a louder voice – un, dau, tri and dim siarad. Diolch pawb. Barod?

Once the children are quiet and ready to listen. I will tell them that our weatherman has translated his message into English. 

Barod?

I will then play the video for the children, so they understand their jobs. 

Sut mae twywdd heddiw? Boys and girls what does this mean?

Dwylo I fyny – Hands up.

Praise the children if they get the correct answer – da iawn/bendigedig!

Show the children a PowerPoint based on the different weathers. 

Edrych ar y bwrdd gwyn – Look at the whiteboard.

Ask the children to repeat after me!
· Mae hi’n ________
· Oer
· Heulog
· Wynton
· Niwlog
· Bwrw glaw
· Bwrw eira
· Gymylog
· Wlyb 

I will ask them to join in and make some actions up to help them as we go along. It is important to be enthusiastic and confident when pronouncing the words as the children are copying me. 

Now it is time to turn to your learning partners! 

Gofynnwch I’ch partner - Can you ask each other?

Partner 1: Sut mae tywydd heddiw?
Partner 2: Mae hi’n heulog.

Before doing this I will choose a children is listening well – rydych chi’n to come and stand up by me. 

I will then model to the class what I want them to do. This will be a visual WAGOLL for them to aim for.  

Once the children have done this, I will say un, dai, tri. Pawb yn barod. Diolch.

Boys and girls our next job is to play a game!

SPLAT!

The children are already familiar with this game so I do not need to explain. 

I am going to choose children who are rydych  chi’n ac dim siarad.
Boys VS Girls (the children love this).

Diolch ____. Sefwch.

Instead of me saying all the Welsh senteces I want the children to try. 

The class will ask the children at the front: 
 Sut mae twywdd heddiw?

Another child will then say a sentence which is already on the board –  
Mae hi’n bwrw eira. If the children do not feel confident enough to read it then I will be at their side to help them. 

The two children at the front will then need to SPLAT with their pointers the picture that matches the sentence. 
	




The children at this point will be engaged in the video. 






















I then want the children to turn to your learning partners and talk about the words you recognise. 

























Repeat the words after me using actions. Making sure their pronunciation is clear. 

If appropriate I might get the children to come up to the front and show their peers how they say a words = Positive reinforcement. 






Turn to your learning partners and ask them questions based on the weather. The children can use three different answers. They need to use the questions and then answer correctly. I then want the children to swap roles. 

Playing the game splat allows the children to put what they have learnt and remembered to practice. 
	Video 
Interactive whiteboard 
PowerPoint 
2 x pointers
Flashcards


	

Plenary
	To finish the lesson, I will explain to the children that Jack the weatherman wants to test you welsh knowledge!

I have got some flashcards. When I show the children the picture they need to answer ‘Mae hi’n heulog…etc.’

I will thank the children diolch pawb bendigedig!
	The children need to say the welsh sentence which matches the picture I will be holding up.





	

























Link to YouTube Video 


https://youtu.be/TrMollydog09JKwRQwuRA  
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