



BMPL4001 Evidence-Based Policing – Assignment 1


Using a criminal activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.



Steffan Williams (2203204)


	Theft has been a chronic concern throughout history and is prominent in modern life. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) reported that during the year that ended in March 2021, theft-related offences made up 28% of all crimes committed in the United Kingdom (Office for National Statistics, 2021). This encompasses a wide range of theft offences, including stealing, burglary, and pickpocketing. The government of the United Kingdom and its law enforcement agencies have taken several steps to combat the problem of theft. These steps include the increased use of surveillance technologies, the implementation of community policing, and the implementation of harsher penalties for offenders. On the other hand, evidence-based policing has recently developed as a more pragmatic approach to the fight against theft.
	Evidence-based policing is a strategy that tries to construct police methods and procedures based on the findings of scientific studies. The goal of this strategy is to improve the effectiveness of law enforcement, and the purpose of this research is to determine which strategies are most successful in lowering crime rates and enhancing public safety. This approach promotes the use of facts and research to help decision-making (Sherman & Weisburd, 1995; Gendreau, 2016). In the context of theft, evidence-based policing can be utilised to inform the creation of strategies that are most effective in preventing and detecting theft. This can be accomplished using several methodologies. For example, research has shown that the installation of CCTV cameras may deter thieves and reduce the number of incidences of theft (Gill & Spriggs, 2005). This evidence can be used to direct the placement of security cameras in parts of the city that have the highest incidence of theft. When the police adopt strategies that are backed up by evidence, they are better equipped to concentrate their efforts on the approaches that are the most effective in preventing and identifying theft. This allows them to make more arrests and recover more stolen property. Also, research has shown that increasing the visibility of police officers in high-theft areas can deter would-be offenders (Guerette & Bowers, 2009), and using data analysis to identify patterns in theft offences can help police anticipate and prevent future incidents (Santos & Santos, 2020).
	Evidence-based policing can often be informed by classical criminology. Classical criminology is a theoretical framework that arose in the 18th century. It postulates that humans have free will and are rational actors who make decisions based on the projected costs and advantages of their activity (Beccaria, 1764). Classical criminologists think that crime is a choice, and individuals will commit crimes if they believe that the gains outweigh the risks. Because of this, one of the most essential things that can be done to minimise crime is to make it appear as though engaging in illicit acts will result in increased financial costs. The application of classical criminology to the study of criminal behaviour has been a significant factor in the evolution of the criminal justice system in the United Kingdom. The system is built on the ideas of deterrence, punishment, and rehabilitation. The objective is to educate people about the potential implications of their behaviour in the hopes that this may discourage them from engaging in illegal activities. Depending on the gravity of the crime, the punishment for theft in the United Kingdom can range from a fine to a jail term.
	Classical criminology provides a useful framework for the development of evidence-based policing methods that are focused on lowering crime rates. According to the theories of classical criminologists, an important factor that influences criminal conduct is the individual's perception of the rewards and costs associated with criminal activity (Beccaria, 1764). Hence, interventions that increase the perceived costs of committing crimes, such as an increased risk of detection and punishment, can be beneficial in lowering crime (Gottfredson & Hirschi, 1990). Evidence-based policing can be informed by classical criminology in the context of theft to underline the need of increasing the perceived costs of theft to discourage criminals.

Increasing the perceived costs of committing theft can be accomplished efficiently using technology such as closed-circuit television cameras and electronic tagging (Farrington, Gill, Waples, & Argomaniz, 2007). Also, an increase in the number of police officers in areas with high rates of theft might increase the perceived danger of detection and punishment, which in turn can reduce criminal activity (Sherman & Weisburd, 1995). As well as this, classical criminology emphasises that criminal behaviour is impacted by social, economic, and environmental elements (Durkheim, 1893). By addressing these variables through programmes such as poverty reduction, education, and employment opportunities, the possibility that persons will resort to theft as a means of sustaining themselves can be decreased (Braithwaite & Mugford, 1994). Classical criminology places a strong emphasis on the importance of proper punishment as a means of discouraging criminal behaviour (Beccaria, 1764). Evidence-based policing can be informed by classical criminology to underline the significance of punishment in terms of its effectiveness to deter criminals when applied to the context of theft. Depending on the seriousness of the crime, theft in the UK has a range of punishments (Sentencing Council, 2021). Increasing the perceived costs of committing theft is one of the contributions that classical criminology can make to evidence-based policing. This can be accomplished by ensuring that the punishment for theft is commensurate with the gravity of the violation. Finally, classical criminology acknowledges the significance of rehabilitation in lowering the rate of recidivism (the tendency for a criminal to re-offend) (Lombroso, 1895). Evidence-based policing can use research to uncover effective solutions that can address underlying issues such as addiction or mental health problems, which may lead to theft. This type of policing is also known as problem-solving policing (McGuire, 2013). Reducing the likelihood of future theft offences and preventing recidivism can be accomplished by addressing these underlying problems.
In a nutshell, classical criminology offers a theoretical framework that may be used to analyse the factors that impact criminal behaviour as well as the reasons behind criminal acts. Classical criminology can provide insight into evidence-based policing strategies aimed at reducing crime, particularly in the context of theft. These strategies emphasise the importance of increasing the perceived costs of committing theft, addressing social, economic, and environmental factors, as well as providing appropriate punishment and rehabilitation. Several evidence-based policing models can be implemented to combat criminal activities such as theft, which are informed by classical criminology. These models are used and are reviewed regularly, to assess their effectiveness, as well as outline their drawbacks. One model utilised in evidence-based policing is the OSARA model, which is a risk assessment tool used to identify potential security flaws in physical security systems. Opportunity, Security, Accessibility, Resistance, and Awareness are the five components that the model assesses (Eck & Spelman, 1987). The OSARA model has been implemented in a variety of settings, one of which is the prevention of theft. When it comes to theft, the model can be utilised to locate vulnerable spots in a physical security system that may be targeted by would-be thieves. These spots could be exploited by criminals. For instance, it can help identify locations with poor visibility or areas with a small presence of security, both of which may enhance the likelihood of theft occurring in those areas (Police Executive Research Forum, 2018). On the other hand, the OSARA model's usefulness in preventing theft is ultimately contingent on the degree to which the identified flaws are patched up and fixed. Thus, it is vital to take action to remedy any detected gaps and deploy suitable security measures (Police Executive Research Forum, 2018). There are additional designs available that, contingent upon the particulars of the situation, might prove to be more successful in preventing theft. For instance, one concept known as Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) emphasizes structuring the physical environment in a way that deters criminal behaviour such as theft. This can include aspects such as natural surveillance, territorial reinforcement, and access control (Crowe, 2000). Another model that is widely used is problem-orientated policing. Problem-oriented policing is a strategy that has been adopted by law enforcement agencies as a method for dealing with particular types of criminal activity. This strategy involves investigating the factors that lead to the problems and implementing targeted solutions (Goldstein, 2010). Instead of merely reacting to isolated incidents, the approach emphasizes identifying and addressing the underlying roots of a certain criminal problem. Problem-oriented policing can be helpful in the identification and treatment of the fundamental causes of criminal problems, such as environmental factors, societal obstacles, or economic conditions. This can be beneficial in the fight against criminal activity. By addressing the fundamental reasons for a particular crime problem, law enforcement officials can create focused measures that are more effective in reducing crime rates (Eck & Spelman, 1987). 
In the end, the efficiency of problem-oriented policing is determined by the quality of the analysis and the use of relevant actions (Eck & Spelman, 1987). Effective problem-oriented policing demands tight cooperation between law enforcement agencies and other stakeholders, such as community groups, social services, and local businesses. Some methods of policing, such as community policing, which emphasizes the significance of fostering good connections between law enforcement organisations and the communities they serve, have the potential to be more successful in certain contexts. One of these contexts is when there is a high level of violent crime (Skogan & Frydl, 2004). Yet, problem-oriented policing has the potential to be an efficient technique for addressing criminal concerns and lowering overall crime rates, particularly when paired with other types of enforcement methods and community collaborations (Eck & Spelman, 1987). The success of any strategy or method for preventing theft depends on a multitude of elements, including the circumstances, the security measures that are put into place, and the success of enforcement and reaction mechanisms.
	In conclusion, theft is a big problem today, as shown by the fact that it is frequently included in statistics regarding criminal activity. The government and various law enforcement agencies in the United Kingdom have taken a variety of steps to combat the issue of theft. These steps include the introduction of community policing, the utilisation of various surveillance technologies, and the imposition of more stringent punishments for those who commit theft. Evidence-based policing is a realistic strategy to prevent theft that has arisen in recent years. This approach involves the creation of police strategies and procedures that are based on scientific studies. The police can develop efficient techniques to detect and prevent theft if they base their decisions on facts and study and use that information to inform those decisions. Classical criminology can be a valuable foundation for establishing evidence-based enforcement strategies focused on reducing crime rates, particularly through increasing the perceived costs of committing crimes. The use of technology, such as closed-circuit television cameras and electronic tagging, increasing the number of police officers in areas with high rates of theft, addressing social, economic, and environmental factors, and making sure that the punishment for theft is commensurate with the gravity of the violation are all examples of potential effective solutions. Finally, rehabilitation can play a vital role in reducing recidivism rates. Law enforcement agencies can develop strategies that are more effective in preventing and identifying theft by using evidence-based policing, which is informed by classical criminology. These strategies can lead to more arrests and the recovery of stolen property, thereby improving public safety and reducing the overall incidence of theft.
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