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Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_MFXTmCwE]During this report, the topic of whether students are confident in using technology to collaborate at UTWSD will be not only answered but also explained as students part took in various and multiple different methods carried out by students such as myself to find out, not only as to common closed questions with a clear yes or no from the participants in addition to why they decided to choose that answer.
Technology has advanced in multiple ways which can be difficult to grasp as the pandemic made people have a sense of reliance on technology more so students. 
[bookmark: _Int_XRHOAVwS][bookmark: _Int_OehzPHtJ]This study will include research on how technology affects students and reflect on a potential room for improvement. UWTSD provides students multiple materials that are accessible online such as Office 365 which is particularly useful due to the university giving free access to Excel, PowerPoint etc. 
As mentioned, various methods were carried out, but it will be explained word for word which methods were carried out in addition to that how many people participated, moreover diagrams of bar charts and potential pie charts with additional data will also be shown.
This will include an overall conclusion, with a better opinionated perspective that includes research that has been collected from different studies, numerous ways students use technology and a variety of materials. 

Research Question
The question that has been chosen, are students confident in using technology to collaborate. Because of the nature of this assignment, there will be certain things included for example e.g., Harvard-styled references etc. 
During this task of exploring the minds of younger and older wonderfully talented students of UWTSD (University of Wales Trinity Saint David), the privilege was awarded to the readers, to see a first-hand view of the answers given to us by these students and explained by them as to why they gave those answers.
Method
To collect the data for this report a questionnaire was created to have tangible and factual feedback from subjective experiences when using technology to collaborate with peers and independently.
The questionnaire created a sense of comfortability to allow the participants to answer honestly by ensuring the answers were anonymously viewed. In result of how the students' needs were taken into consideration the results were answered confidentially. 
The quiz was created in this manner, so the answers were more flexible to be used within small groups and was able to assess the answers individually so the data that was collected was more accurate as it is more so cost effective. This method is more effective as it allows a more sensitive topic to administer between small groups.
The layout was created in a self-administrated way, the quiz was delivered face to face which ensured that all questions were the same to avoid an unbiased perspective. A particular method was a rank order method which gave a helpful insight on what material they find more effective.


Ethical Considerations
Let us start off by mentioning, that all students were all instructed to that if they choose to participate, they will have to remain anonymous during the surveys for the protection of these students. Everything was kept at the discretion and strictly anonymous not only for safety it is also about the comfortability awarded to the students that and it is in better interest if left as that was UWTSD as an extremely caring university that wanted very strongly, and they were more than happy to keep it that way as well. 
This university ensures confidentiality by ensuring students are provided with Microsoft Teams and Moodle in addition to giving a student email separate from personal email. To ensure confidentiality between lecturers and students. Paradice. D (2018) argues that on an ethical perspective it encourages honesty as their rights were taken into consideration.
Identity and age were strategically designed to be left to student's discretions, as it has been presented that UWTSD has a wide range of age groups. It was made sure that when asked where they were based, participants were vague with their answers as this was important to mention in the questionnaire to be accurately directed.

Discussion/Results
So, the first graph that will be shown below is going to be a pie chart of a few students answering the questions either with yes or no answers.
[image: ]
This pie chart shows the number of participants due to being anonymous the names was labelled as ID. Now the question which was asked was, ‘Are you confident when using technology?’ 
The options that were given were:  Agree, strongly agree, disagree, or strongly disagree. Each colour represents an answer for example yellow on this pie chart means one student agreed, orange represents the answer Strongly agreed, the red equals a neutral response.


As you can see on the chart the three participants all felt differently regarding this answer, this data is a prime example of how to use data and transform it into a simpler chart.
It all starts from Microsoft excel collecting all the data then transferring it over also using excel to create a clearer graph or chart to then put into a better perspective. The students of UWTSD felt as though they were comfortable to use technology and the other two slightly agreed but were not as comfortable as that one student. 
[bookmark: _Int_8oWRwhkS]There could be numerous reasons why they might each individually feel like that the deeper we go into this we will unravel more options of individuals reasonings for these answers in the pie chart and the next few graphs which will be shown.

[image: ]
As you can see above there is a scatter graph with a trend line for the students who participated in the survey were asked a question where they stand? 
[bookmark: _Int_1wvrQE6U]On the spectrum of strongly agreeing on one end with just agree and disagree near the middle of the scatter graph and strongly disagree on the other side of the graph the dots Mike Yi (2021) represented the students in this occasion in this scatter graph a summary of there are 5 students so therefore should be 5 dots markings on the scatter graph, the question which was asked was a range of closed questions on how confident students are when using technology including One Drive. 
The scatter graph indicates one student highly disagrees another student disagrees the third student agrees the fourth and fifth student, more strongly agree, due to the uneven opinions the trend line between the markings/dots shows negative correlation. 
Moreover, if the spectrum were switched over from strongly disagree to strongly agree it would have shown a positive correlation as there was one student who was leaning more so towards the agree side of the question due to the odd numeral number of students who answered showed a negative correlation. 
The reason for using a scatter graph was because of its effectiveness, using a scatter graph with a trend line allows you to identify any anomalies which lie within the data submitted or anything irregular you may have not noticed.
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BarCharts below,0
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[bookmark: _Int_fY4A0WQF]This bar chart shows the questions on the right-hand side of the image is a key on the statements that were asked as they are all colour coded this was a more yes or no type of question but measured from scale 0 to 100 going up in units of 20 to show the level of how a student felt when using technology, materials given and collaborating with peers. 2 students suggested they feel neutral and agreed to using technology when collaborating with peers however one student disagreed and would prefer to work individually as well as feeling more so challenging including the pressure when collaborating. 



[image: ]

[bookmark: _Int_AJWCi7Kh][bookmark: _Int_X3QOlfqG]As you can see in this pie chart responders were more confident using OneDrive. UWTSD one as it has access to emails, updates from lecturers as well as whether there will be a transition from face-to-face lectures to an online session. The OneDrive was more preferred as students can contact staff at the university regarding their course etc. As the module progressed students feel more confident to use materials given.
Conclusion
Compiling the data and completing the research on whether students are confident in using technology to collaborate, the data shows that students feel somewhat confident regarding collaborating, some students argue that independently working is more effective however with peers balances the workload. Participants have preferred to work with peers as it ensures teamwork that can come with difficulties on whether their peers would contribute to the work which can cause problems but to gather information it can be useful. Overall, the questionnaire could have been enhanced with the flaws regarding how confident students are using technology. 

Reference 
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Appendix

https://forms.office.com/r/jMY6rbJw0f
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