John! Muir A\

.

Pandora Oates
Student number 2317746
ECEY 6005 _BIRM

"
-‘Aﬂ

—

: ustamabull’cyga&lg Yeows“-




} Discover
{ Live in Leiceshorsiire and am fortwagts to have woodtands, apew fields, and tine <ite | wawked to explore and Leans vALYE BOOUE, S0ty
Pool, all within witlking distance of owr noves.

_both on v oW awd WAL WA
O «

| HAVE Spent mani) nowrs at Groby ool exploving aind discov ing its florg and fauna over bt Years
children, The Laroe Pool sits wikhio @ diverse wuwber of nabitats, iwetiding marsh, grassiand, and woodland, and as such, attyacts
rasrous watzrfowl, perening tirds, and tnsests and supports & varizey of trees, plants, aind fungl: It is Duportant o me vezause of
i conmention with L& mensriss of my) children discovering its difforeat Cirds, mammals, avd planss. and s cnanaes
througout the SEASONS, and of watching swans creats wacts, fox eubs playfighting as thelr vackher rests, and field nice apbbling
lackbeniss in the hedgerow. We ave collected BLAcRELmes to peaies crumcbies and thierflowers o yeakie covdial. Every Mag, there (63
@ magwifizent carpdt of blucsbells b tine woodds.

The Pool. for me. ks @ natural Landseape emboimant of vy family, @ place of constant change and familiarity. It s A place that
ey fandly and | returm to 0 and agaiv, always sureto discover sometihing vow.
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| Groby) Poot Ls @ Large wiater body, but it< origing are uncertob. The present LaRe is @ nengtesntin-contury artif

wal water bodie,
probably based on a medieval fishpond and kaarsh, It is thougit that Vickoriavs Later developed it for a combination of amenity and
WRLLY SKPPY

Groby Pool ks partiy fringed with tall herb vegetation, insluding ditoh veeds. tw the contre of the Pool is @ mawwmade istand winich IS

of (ks aren. Alows the

novas ko Grgy Herons avd Cormoravts, and the Pool i reportedly) onlys about one metre decp over vueh of

wortheass side are outorons of granite that are covered tv oken, swrrounded by neath and wet grassland, wilch is grazed snort By

wildifowh. To the mortinwest {5 pastureland with aaaiv wet places whire spesies sueh as bog pirapernel, star sedge and skl
thyive. Srecizs sueh as water-dropwort and swiall blur-rezd sawm be seen b the Pool ikself. The wet atder wosdland ow. the westenn, <ide
of tie Pool sugports @ dibverse minae of ramaials and plant species. Tz ars also & wide varizty of bectles, bugs, and butterfliss to
bz seew

This soction will delue Lnto the uniaus flova and faund that Ive nad the pleasure of encountering at Groby Pool
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aind Shoveier. Oeoasional. but @
veoutar and attewpt to breed wost ears, whilst Little gyeies

ons and Cormoraines bresi ow the istand, aithough the trees they) vwest (nare

w e Lsland or avound the eone, and recentliy, Great Whise BGrec nas besovas

y wagtail and ldugﬁsm
Vi, aind Redl Kite observed flping over, Ospreyy s almack anaual and,
eromRING' arownd the pool area.

stum\w wonths, and water Rails can be neard ‘squealing'
at cav. 0e seen Andd neArd, bk | @ still Leanning to tell the differences

first tiwee | saw one. Willow TiE, Marsi Tit and
gate, alongside Nuthatch, Coal Tit and

o st Inside the footpath kissing
: )n‘sxmbupvmlwzlist_v(mt&&. Highlights tnclude;

uwuvazard, feelawd cull,
of this, the Pool also attracts
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Dragonflies and damselflies

I tne warneer days of Late Spring, you can often see a dozzling display of dragonflies and damselfiics at Grooy Pool. | tove
witehing draconflies Wunting and greedily eating flies and midges on Surainer evenings. Furthervaore, azure dovselflies
nambers arve prolific.

Some top facts

o Mot danseldlies are much svaaller thawn dragonflies.

o Dragonflics rest with wings opea, and tie closey related daveselfiies rest with wings closed or partialiy closed.

o Dragonflles' uoe eyes take up vaost of thely heads, whitst damszlfies nave wauch swmaller eyes at each end of thelr heads

o Dawsdflies flight is weak and fluttery compartd to @ dragoafly.

o Dragoaflies will, however, devour anythbng sialler thaw thenselves - gnats, greenfliss, mosauitoes, outterfiics or smaller
dragonflics. This is the key to thelr enduring succsss - dragonfliss were arcund on Earti tong before vaavamals, oirds or ov/ev.
divosaurs.

pamsAfies and dragoaflies are an bndicator of the aood health of aauatic ecosystens, thelr presence SUggesting that the water is
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Wildflowers and other flora

At pook frinaes and survounding areas, both grassiands and weadows oaw be found. Grasstand faces sigwificaet threats, s o
Wildflower vasadows: habits are Lost o developaient; farvalng practices and bwiasive species: Around Britain, we have loct 99K of our
—— | Wildflower meadows, which brings kowee to me ow precious this sioht is.

- Sorat Rey plant species found bn the Pool include feanel-leaved pondwesd, yeilow wikee-Lily and fringed water-Lily

Around tie bank-side, povk edoe and grasslond, yow oaa find chickweed, crow gario, wattr mint, wmeadowsweet dnd rezd sweet
Yrass.
The wet woodiand is dominated by alder, but o will find ok, crace villew and nazel

i The flowers avd trees of Groby Pool are A contivual a souree of baspiration for my glasswork avd randala artwore




The covblnation of woodland, wet and drig grassland, rarsh, reed swavap and opewn waker. Supports @ diverse mnoe of plants and
vating species of butterfiics, beeties and bees.

Soraz people think butterfliss f’.ﬂ i tine days and matns ondy i ot night, but, 85 gowve just discovered, we have many day-fluieg
moths, and sove butterflies -Like the Red Advalral fii ot wight to migrate awd the Six-spot Burnet [ obsern/zd i tine grassland

Butterflies tewd to fold thelr wings vertieallyy over their backs wien triey're resting, and wotins tend to fold ther ovizontally, but
| Roaiv, there are exiceptions to this rule,
Moths and butterflies share the same bosic bioloay and have far vore siwilarities thaw differences

‘rm fire severnl beerie species, [ncluding red soldier bestles, ved-headed cardingl bezties, Vavious types of Ladybirds and comomen
carder bezs, howeybess and solitary bees.




Fungi and lichens

wo et

aist and once sald that fuagl were the inseets of e botawizal world', predict
alosorting And really) vjoy dissovenvd

Elias Magwus Fries wis a Swedish njeolo
myjcology would eveatually Surpass the vest of botany bn seope. | find furngi absolutely
new species of fuwgi. | recently Learns tat Lichens are forvazd by the syymbictic rlations
Partner, vaost coramonly algae or caambaewin.

The diversity of habitots at Groby Pool Lends itgelf o tine discovery of 2 eayriad of fungi
“stone awd the grownd.  have discovered rosy boansss, blezding oak crust, chickew of the woods and powdered Loop L
fow. As you can see From. the protograph, the chicken of the woods fiunal was an astonisning size and colowr, but | 92 eau
excited by the small white tips of Candleswutf fungl. The lihers speclmans | Founa | have enjoyed trying to dentify. | discoverst.
too, thaat the area by the car park of cvoby) pook, 0 sonmmunity weeadow and dowry furdona, has

hip betweew 2 furgus awd a photasyatnsio

and Lichens, they ean be fowrdd pin wood.

Lhew., t0 e o

alli

as many vanants of Lichen as

Funpl avd lichen caw bt tricky, but: here are A couple of weksites that thave found handy tips, inclusting

nm&tg.wg.uk/‘.dm£ﬁwtiowupygcnmt
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and ht!;:sJ/w'fm.learAtvuat.ov{g.w.:/uc@v’::rz F/0RTpes













Reflection

1- ‘- rra Yo MWJDM r' ol,awam hRS V'CE '!l_’tg_Ol’atﬂd e to tam R&tioy\, to PYDtC['t awd consen/e a 'PLRGC that | have a duP

\Wayss to contribute to and participate ln the conservation of the site by prometing conservation in my own aarden
pxperiences with the Local communityy.

Y baner ehild. | san be plapful again, and, in the moment, | can be reflective and find peace and rcst’.
e, 1 Mave Learwt o much more about the place - discovered avd exploved, and ( Look forwavd to spending
restoration and sonserviation of the Pool and its surrounding avea.

Learned during this award are ones that | am excited about sharing with the children, their fandlizs
have discovered many ways that [oung ehildren can contribute towards the care of natural
e to broon the next generation of active conservationists.,

£y 1S also Somethning that should wot be underestimated, and | hope that sharing vy
 dlo the same.

‘] only went out for a walk and finally

concluded to stay out till sundown, for going
but, I found, was really going in.”

- John Muir
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Natures call is wy solace and retveat
Soft mud oozes between vy toes and around my feet

The watzr Is cool and gentle and time dissolves tn this place

As | watch azure dawselflizs dance over the glimmering pond surface

Mewmaries eoho bn myg mind of my childven wild and carefree
I reenber their laughter as they made tea from acorns and blackbenies for fairizs

Butterfiies flutter sleepily from king cups to elderfower

We pondier in Gwe of nature's beauty and magic howr after hour

The setting suns glow ailds the hour with a golden hue

Blrds begin their evening song, and the water reflects the skles pinkes, violet and blue
A oment of stillwess, 1 breathe in deep the heady scent of meadowsweet

Warw. and content | surrender myself to serens steep










