Project Week Blog

The following piece will discuss our recent project week, by which we had to create a business idea that would disrupt a current business market. 

During this week, as a team, there were a few things that we could’ve done differently in order to improve our overall output with regard to this project. Firstly, I think it would’ve been beneficial that on our first day we each, if we had one in mind, were to put forward any business ideas we may have had that would’ve been appropriate for the overall aim of this project week. This first and foremost would’ve been most beneficial mainly because we did not all know each other well or worked together as a group before, so discussing ideas that we had could potentially have ‘broken some ice’ at the very beginning to get everyone confident and comfortable with each other to make us all more effective as a team. As well as confidence building, discussing ideas could’ve led onto incorporating one idea to another, building a stronger overall project. 
Another area that I would’ve done differently in hindsight would be to have clearly paraphrase and write out the tasks for the week, and to assign a role to each member or two members in relation to a task. This, I believe, would’ve led to a more efficient completion of the task.
As a team, we were very appreciative of the external speakers who came in, when available we would always make the most of them to gain more of an understanding, not only of what market for example we would be in, but also in some cases to understand our idea more, they would also help with regard to questioning our project, and making us think in a different perspective in order to critique our idea and adapt it accordingly.
During this week, personally, I also found that, myself and the others in our group, would go and see what the other groups would be doing and see if they needed help or if I could see something that they could not and vice versa; this was extremely helpful, knowing that in a lecture, this would not be the case at all.
As a team, we also bonded an awful lot between ourselves, we often went out for lunch together as a team, which I believe made us much tighter as a group, getting to know each other on a personal basis rather than just on an acquaintance basis. 
Generally speaking, I never found confidence, with regard to speaking to people, much of an issue, however, over this past week, I have found that I have become more comfortable more so than I was before with speaking with people I otherwise would not have. For example, the international students I found I was speaking with on a daily basis, and on a rather in-depth level, not just a ‘Hello, Goodbye’ conversation. 
I also feel I have developed my creativity skills, something that I was confident in professing I’m poor at previously! The external speakers helped with that a lot, just about thinking of something you enjoy doing, and almost base an idea around it, sounding so simple now but found to be so complex before!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, the main key experience over this week that has influenced me the most over this past week has easily been the external speakers that have come in to talk to us. On a personal basis they have shown that its not impossible to run your own company, and have shown a real personal insight into the ups and downs of doing so and also the rewards that can come with it. They showed that belief and hard work in your ideas can go a long way. As a team and as a class as a whole, as well as the speakers, the laid back and more casual set up of the week, with regard to TechHub, has been beneficial to creating a stronger overall team of everyone in on the course. 
As I said previously, I feel I have developed strongly in speaking to those who are a different nationality to myself, as well as this, on a personal basis I feel I have developed more with regard to relying on others more than I have done previously. In the past I am much more self-assured, and confident with regard to my own ability, I know what I can get done and I know when I will get it done by, and before I could never trust others as much as I can myself not knowing if they would get the work done in time, or whether it would be of the same standard that I may have expected from myself. However, this week has taught me that I can rely on others to get the work done and spread the workload effectively and not needing to take charge quite so often.
This week has helped shape my ideas for the future, with regard to seriously considering setting up a company of my own, the speakers who came in showed that making an idea a reality has just embedded in me the possibility that I could achieve something similar in the future. Finally, I would like to say that this week has been an extremely enjoyable time; I have learnt a lot from it that I can take away and use in the future, I have also developed with my course mates more and deeply appreciate a bit of a break out of the university timetable by doing something a little different.
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