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Technology has the power to improve our lives and increase productivity. True or False?


Technology has been shaping our lives since the early 2000s. Advances in Automation, Robotics and technological innovation have been outstanding in recent years, but does technology improve our lives and increase productivity?
In my opinion, I believe technology does have the power to improve the lives we live significantly. Technology has made much progress over recent years; records are no longer paper-based, which is beneficial because it makes the loss of information impossible. Electronically data can be backed up and restored if lost relatively easily. However, paper-based copies are damageable and losable. Another benefit of using technology to keep records is that it makes data retrieval faster and safer. Paper-based documents could hold personal data, which could be confidential; losing these documents could be harmful. Technological changes have seen the development of a PKI (public key infrastructure) to help people log onto accounts securely to protect against data leaks. 
Another benefit of technology has been communication. Communication has changed massively over the years. It is now possible to contact any person in any country at any time. Video conferences can take place from anywhere on the planet. Technology, in this instance, has benefitted our lives as messages can be sent and received instantly. In a working environment, productivity is greatly improved by the efficiency of message sending. Technology can also resolve issues quicker if communication is effective.
Over the last ten years, technology has changed how we use our banking. Finances are now easily accessible online. Banking and technology are changing all the time. Tracking spending used to be done by monthly paper statements; today, you can access your statement from your phone or computer. Online banking improves our lives because it allows less able individuals to monitor finances from the comfort of their own homes. Technological improvements such as this can boost the quality of life as individuals still have the option to be independent. According to the case study, technological breakthroughs can improve living standards, which supports my opinion on online banking.
Living standards and average life span will improve due to the change in jobs. Individuals will have more time for personal fulfilment. Longer life spans will affect business models. Positions will change considerably, with technology taking some of the strain. However, businesses will be under pressure to find personal roles and roles for possibly older people as the pension range increases. Digital advertising is developing at a fast rate and has the ability to attract attention, furthermore, boosting productivity. Digital advertising has the power to be local or worldwide.
Technology for developed countries is a growing success. However, according to the case study, 'emerging nations face the biggest challenge as technology increases the gulf with the developed world'. Technology in emerging countries is unable to keep up with the advances in other parts of the world, making it significantly hard for technology to benefit their lives. Job losses are also at an increased risk due to the technological takeover.

