[image: ][image: ]Figure. 1 = clappers, top view (Kelly, 2020)


[image: ][image: ]Figure 4 = clappers, right hand (Kelly, 2020)
Figure. 2 = clappers, base view (Welsenaer, 2020)


Figure 3 = clappers, left hand (Kelly, 2020)




Clappers

Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil CCM 2018.994

Object type: Percussion Instrument 

Material: Wood

Period: Middle Kingdom 

Provenance: unknown (Egypt); Collected by Major Harry Harley Southey; Donated to Cyfarthfa Castle Museum.

Dimensions: Left Hand: H. 40cm; W. 5.5 cm; C. 9.6cm cm 
                      Right Hand: H. 39.5 cm; W. 5.5 cm; C. 9.5 cm

Object analysis by Rebecca Smith


Description


The top is rounded with the details of fingers and nails, whilst the base is flat. The top would be visible when in use, while the base would not. The arms are very simply designed, with clear definition of each finger as well as cut out nails with an empty space where the nails would be. Discolouration is present in the nail beds as well as a the possible traces of a substance that could be a form of glue. This could suggest that another material was inlaid in these nail beds to highlight the nails and even to make them more decorative but have since been lost. The clappers are made from wood. The use of the object, as a percussion instrument, suggests that it would have to be a durable wood in order for it not to break, therefore it’ll not a soft wood. The clappers have visible knots and grain in the wood. Over these knots on both arms there are a number of dark and discoloured patches. The location of these discolouration suggests that they are natural and are likely a combination of ageing and the resins used on the wood. Following the lines of the wood on both arms, much more apparent on the right arm, are cracks on the top of the clappers, though not deep enough to be present on the flat base. There appears to be flecks of white paint on both arms, but this is likely recent damage due to the brightness of the colour. The characters S22 are written on both clappers in black marker, as well as the right clapper having EYAI92 written on the top in pencil. These inscriptions would have been made after excavation as identification markers. The basic dimensions of the clappers differ slightly between the left and right hand. The left hand Clapper measures 40 cm in height, 5.5 cm in width (at the widest point at its hand, shown in figure 3) and a circumference of 9.6 cm at the base of the arm. The right hand similarly measures 39.5 cm in height, 5.5 cm in width (at the widest point at its hand, shown in figure 4) and a circumference of 9.5 cm at the base of the arm. The dimensions of the arm itself is the approximate size of a human female, however the hand of the clapper is proportionately too small. These clappers are slightly larger than other wooden examples (figure 5 measures 34cm long[footnoteRef:1]) but are much larger, given the greater freedom in choice of size, than many Ivory examples (the unbroken Clapper in figure 6 measures 17 cm long[footnoteRef:2]).  [1:  MetMuseum]  [2:  MetMuseum] 


[image: ]Dating the clappers is difficult due to the object’s lack of provenance. There is a scientific method of dating objects of an unknown origin. This method dates the object by using the DNA of the wood and is known as dendrochronology[footnoteRef:3]. This option was obviously not possible at this time. The alternative way to date the clappers would be through its style. Designing clappers to resemble hands began in the Middle Kingdom[footnoteRef:4], offering an estimate time period. Specific detailing (shown in figures 6 and 7) would offer a more precise period in the Middle Kingdom, however the Cyfarthfa clappers lack such detail. The fact that these clappers are made of wood and lack ornate detailing does not necessarily mean that they are an older example than more elaborately decorated Clappers, as figure 5 shows simplistic examples dating from the late Middle to early New Kingdom when the more intricate clappers were being produced[footnoteRef:5].  [3:  Gale, Gasson, Hepper and Killen, 2000, pp. 334-371]  [4:  Britannica]  [5:  MetMuseum ] 
Figure 5 = Metropolitan Museum, Pair of clappers, c. 1802-1450 B.C. 

[image: ]
The objects provenance is unknown. The clappers were likely found in a burial tomb in Egypt, however the exact location of its excavation is unknown. The clappers were a part of a collection of Egyptian objects owned by Major Hartley Southey (1871-1917). The collection was donated after his death by Southey’s father to the, then, recently established Cyfarthfa Castle Museum. The collection of objects have resided in the Cyfarthfa Castle Museum since their donation. 

The clappers are a percussion instrument. One of the oldest instruments[footnoteRef:6], clappers were used to create a beat and keep time in musical performances and dances[footnoteRef:7]. Music was an important part of ritual in Ancient Egypt. According to Strudwick “music was everywhere in Ancient Egypt – at civil or funerary banquets…”[footnoteRef:8]. There were several forms or funeral dances, one being to “entertain the ka of the deceaed”[footnoteRef:9]. These dances would have been accompanied by music, likely including clappers, linking this object to funerary beliefs and practices in Ancient Egypt. Clappers often had holes at the base for them to be tied together (see figures 6 and 7), allowing one handed playing[footnoteRef:10]. Clappers were also closely linked to the cult of Hathor[footnoteRef:11]. A pair of ivory clappers ornately decorated with the head of Hathor and dated to the Middle or New Kingdom[footnoteRef:12]. [6:  Duchesne-Guillemin, 1981, p.288]  [7:  Dadrian, 2020]  [8:  Strudwick, 2006]  [9:  Mark, 2017]  [10:  Guichard, Museé du Louvre]  [11:  Gilliam, ]  [12:  Museé du Louvre] 
Figure 6 = Metropolitan Museum, Pair of clappers, ca. 1900-1640 B.C.


[image: ]In conclusion, clappers were used in musical and dance performances and therefore held an important role in funerary practices. The Cyfarthfa clappers were most likely actually used in musical performances rather than as symbolic representations, like some of the more elaborately decorated examples would have been. Precise dating and provenance is almost impossible to determine with these clappers as they lack decorations like bracelets or roundels that would offer an insight into a specific time period. The only thing that can be determined with these clappers is how they were used as an instrument. 
Figure 7 = Museé du Louvre, Paire de claquoirs : mains, tête de la déesse Hathor
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