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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
“The Unarmed Tradition Under Pressure: Is the British Policing Model of Unarmed Officers Still Fit for Purpose in the 21st Century?”

I have chosen this topic due to a several recent incidents in the UK which has gained a high level of interest from the UK media and public. Incidents such as the 2024 Hainault Sword Attack where a male Marcus Monzo stabbed and killed a 14-year-old child before being confronted by unarmed response officers and stabbing a police officer to the hand causing mass bleeding (CPS, 2025). After the body worn video of the attending officers was released many journalists questioned why unarmed officers had to attend the incident and subsequently become seriously injured in confronting the subject (Brunt, 2025) (PA News, 2025).
There are multiple incidents spanning the 21st century which I will research and reference in my dissertation, including terror attacks, murders and firearms incidents where unarmed officers have been deployed to deal with which have gained media attention highlighting opinions that the unarmed policing model is outdated.
There is numerous areas I will look to research including how countries manage firearms within a police force and models that they utilise to ensure maximum safety of members of the public and police officers. 
This topic has many different areas to research such as firearms incidents, the training involved to be become a authorised firearms officer, the cost to arm police, different models of arming more police officers and also if there is a requirement for more armed police or if the current British unarmed model is in fact suitable and effective.
Having unarmed police is a modern historical tradition (Roycroft, 2014), and it brings the public closer to the police service (Watts, 2023). In my dissertation I will look to evaluate the pros and cons to armed policing and how it would effect the public trust and confidence in the police. I will also research the impact the media and social media have on the perception of the police being unarmed.
This is a very large topic with multiple areas of research identified, there are numerous resources and research conducted into the area and I will implement and reference these in my dissertation.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
There is multiple amounts of information I would like to research for my dissertation. My key objectives are:
· Is there a requirement from a public safety perspective to change the unarmed policing model 
I will be researching statistics published by reliable sources on information relating to firearms incidents and deployments. I will also use my research survey to obtain opinions from police officers and members of the public on their safety and their opinions on whether unarmed officers are effective enough to perform their key duty to protect life.
· How policing models outside of the UK managed firearms incidents and how different countries have different models of armed and unarmed policing.
I will research police forces outside of the UK and research statistics into police shootings and the amount of police officers that loose their lives or become injured in different countries by comparing these different countries armed policing model to each other and that of the UK to establish if they are safer.
· How recent highly publicised policing incidents have affected the public opinion on police officers being routinely armed in the UK.
I will look to analyse recent policing incidents such as 2024 Hainault sword attack and the 2021 Plymouth shooting (just to name a few) and research reports and recommendations and compile these with my survey method research to build research into public perception into armed policing.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
· IOPC reports into policing incidents which are published online, these are strong literature sources due to the independent nature of the IOPC and their work. Reports such as the investigation into the Manchester Synagogue Attack will be researched and used to establish facts about specific armed policing deployments (IOPC, 2025).
· Journals will also be utilised for my research. Many authors have recently researched similar areas but have not explore models outside of the UK and the role the media has with public perception of firearms officers. (Clark-Darby, 2025)
· Articles will be widely used, although they can be biased and non-independent sources I will be highlighting this to demonstrated different media’s portrayal and perception of the unarmed policing model.
· Government reports such as reports from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) will also be utilised as these are independent and present purely information. These will be important to build up context for the public opinion and will be demonstrate facts and not opinion.
· The peer reviewed article “Analysis of Police Shootings” (Kesic et al, 2012) will be referenced for armed policing incidents in the early 21st century and this will provide researched and reviewed information which I will reference, build upon and compare with recent reviews.
· The current research completed is to of a good standard in understanding armed policing incidents pre 2020 however in the last 5 years it is important to research the public and officers opinion on armed policing. This research is important after the 2022 shooting of Chris Kaba where armed policing and also the treatment of armed officers came under heavy scrutiny (IOPC, 2023)


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will be undertaking creating a survey to gather the opinion of individuals as it is a strong method which gives clear perceptions and opinions from individuals who may not have given a large amount of thought to the subject area.
I will create a questionnaire based on the public perception of armed policing and to establish if the majority of both members of the public and police officers feel that police in the United Kingdom need to be routinely armed with firearms or explore other models in the survey and gather public opinion.
These are best suited to my research as it will allow me to compare public opinion and perception to the perception of the media in the UK.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be splitting my target sample to a split between members of the public and police officers, this is where I will be utilising a general questionnaire, this sample is important as it gives the opinion of police officers themselves and members of the public.
I will also be interviewing a specialist in the armed policing profession who is a serving police sergeant working within the Metropolitan Police Service as a Counter Terrorism Specialist Firearms Officer. This opinion will give me a detailed insight from a expert on the field who has deployed to live terrorist attacks in London and who has discharged their firearm, his identity will be protected.
By having a mixture of members of the public, police officers and a specialist armed police sergeant it will allow me to gather a fair and wide set of experience in relation to armed policing.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
I do not foresee any ethical issues in my research into whether the unarmed policing model remains fit for purpose. I will not be exploring any political standpoints and will be looking at factual information and safety statistics in relation to policing incidents.


	TIME SCALE:
I will submit my proposal and look to receive feedback on 08/12/2025 which is when I will look to complete a majority of my research.
I will conduct my literature review from 08/12/2025 to 25/01/2026.
I will complete my research methodology and analysis of the results by 25/04/2026
I will then complete my findings and conclusions by 25/05/2025
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