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Throughout this module, I have expanded upon my knowledge regarding safeguarding children and gained a better understanding of the formalities that are in place to ensure the safety of every child. Moreover, I was able to prepare and present a child protection conference with a group and this gave me an insight of the ways in which agencies and professionals come together to share information for the benefit of the child.
As part of the child protection conference I had to do research into legislation that’s in place to safeguard children. NSPCC (2018) states that legislation is a law that is put in place to avoid behaviour that could put the child at harm or some type of action to protect the child. From further research I was able to learn that within the United Kingdom we all align with parallel principles but the child protection systems are different in all four nations of the UK. The death of Maria Colwell who was 7 years old was the reason behind the establishment of the child protection system. My role is to ensure that when working with children I am able to identify key factors that might show so I can report it for the safety and wellbeing of the child. by having these legislations in place, it allows children to have rights and protected from any harm they may come across. During the conference I spoke about how Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943) linked to the scenario we were dealing with as children need to have their needs met to thrive, therefore if the children aren’t receiving what they need then it needs to be addresses as they could be neglected and that’s when action would need to be taken. I used this theory in my conference because it states within it about the needs the children have to have met to thrive. I mentioned the Children Act 1989 which is a law to deliver for the local authority services of children in need. I used this in my conference because I felt it related to my role as the key worker within the play group because as stated within the legislation the children’s welfare is paramount. Another legislation I discussed during my conference was the United Nation on the Rights of the Child (1992) because I felt like it related to my role as it stated within it in article 3 that the best interest of the child is paramount. By looking into these different legislation, I have been able to understand why these laws have been put in place and understand that not everywhere has the same legislation regarding safeguarding, however they all are similar even though they aren’t the same. 
When it comes to following the correct procedures to ensure we safeguard children it is important that we as childcare practitioners understand and are familiar with the steps to follow when making a referral to the safeguarding children board. By making sure we get it right, we need to ensure that the first point of contact is done effectively which will ensure that the situation is dealt with correctly and following the right steps. Safeguarding children is not just one person’s responsibility, every individual who has contact with the child is responsible for ensuring the safety and wellbeing of them and to take responsibility that if we notice something unusual or rings alarm bells we report it immediately whoever it is. I believe that communication when safeguarding children is a main aspect of making sure the situation is dealt with professionally and effectively. Professionals come together and discuss the situation in order to come to an agreement on what steps should be taken for the benefit of the child, this shows that team work within a referral safeguarding children board is important. During the research before the conference I was able to do some further research and by doing this I have been able to develop my knowledge and understanding of the protocols that need to be followed and how to deal with making a referral whilst doing it correctly for the benefit of the children and their safety. Whistle blowing could be linked with making a referral to the safeguarding children board as if somebody was to suspect a child being in harms way or danger then they would be expected to report this so it can be dealt with. 
Multi-disciplinary and multi-agency working are two terms that are used within safeguarding. Before researching into these terms for the module I was unsure on what they meant until I did further search to expand on my knowledge of their meanings and involvement in safeguarding. Multi-disciplinary teams are when a number for different professionals who specialise in different areas come together when someone requires more than one type of professional’s expertise and they all work together to ensure the child has the best possible care they can have and are getting the necessities they require to thrive. Multi-agency working is when professionals come together and share information they know between agencies during meetings to support the child’s best interest. Michael Gasper (2010) states that “Partnership working provides opportunities for needs to be met collectively as well as individually so that the needs of whole families can be addressed in a unified way.” This shows that by multi-agency working decisions are able to be made and done collectively considering the best interest of the child along with considering the family as well and whether they need to address issues within the home or remove the child. Furthermore, with multi-agency working professionals are able to come together and share their expertise to come to a collective decision on what the specific family needs as every individual case is different and you need to consider this when dealing with families as everyone’s situation and scenario is completely different to the last. By researching this I feel like I have a better knowledge on the way in which multi-disciplinary and multi-agency working works along with professionals to support and come to a collective decision on what is best for the whole family. Also, I believe this has helped me develop further working with children as I now realise the importance of team work and haring information in order to safeguard every child under my care. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and I believe that if everyone working with children are made aware of the importance of sharing information to safeguard then everyone would be able to develop when working with children. 
Moreover, within Wales and the United Kingdom the legislations are different regarding safeguarding although they are all similar in aspects of safeguarding children. Wales has its own legislation called Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, its principles basically set out about giving individuals more of a say and control of the care they receive and encourage prevention and early intervention. One aspect of the provisions within this act is about consolidation the power for safeguarding children and vulnerable adults in Wales. I feel as if this act has outlined the importance of safeguarding as it looks specifically at issues that take place, it allows children ad vulnerable adults to have more of a say in the care they get and outlines that we need to strengthen safeguarding when it comes to children and vulnerable adults. Before researching I had not heard of this act before but due to the research I feel like I have gained a widen knowledge when it comes to the different acts and legislation in place to safeguard and care for children. In England there is an act which is similar to the one in Wales although its called Children and Young Persons Act 2008 states that high quality care and services for children in care should be provided, this act covers England and partly Wales as well. I feel like this act enables guidelines to be in place to support children in care and give them the best quality of care they deserve to thrive and develop to their fullest. By having an act in place which states this is just sets out the foundation for the quality of care that should be given to children at all times. By looking into the different acts and legislations in different nations of the United Kingdom I have noticed that some of them aren’t the same but are very similar in what they have in place to outline the care and support for children and young people. 
To conclude this safeguarding module, I have always had an interest in safeguarding children and young people therefore when we started this module I was prepared to do my further reading to expand upon my knowledge and understanding on the topic. during this module I have been able to find out more information on the different acts and legislations that are in place to support and care for children, its interesting to look into the different acts that are in different nations of the United Kingdom and to see the corresponding points that overlap in them although some aren’t the same. I feel like looking into legislation and acts will benefit me in my future practice as I will be able to have more knowledge on the legislation in place in Wales. In the future when working with children I need to remember the importance of team work and sharing information for the benefit of the children under my care, need to be able to notice the signs to look out for so I am ready to follow the correct procedures when making a referral to the safeguarding children board. This module has been beneficial for me and my future in the early years as I am more knowledge and will be able to use this in the future.   
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