[bookmark: _GoBack][image: scan0001]
image1.jpeg
Introduction

writing

observe, respond and question. As the teacher composes and
writes the text, he or she ‘thinks aloud’ to help the children
understand the process.
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Component | Description Supports &
challenges
Modelled The teacher composes and writes down the text. The children Maximum

support from
the teacher

Shared and
interactive
writing

In shared writing the children work together (whole class or
groups) to compose a text. The teacher, as a member of the
group, may contribute to the text and help to guide the way in
which the text is constructed. The teacher scribes for the children
so that they can focus on composing the text.

Interactive writing is a form of shared writing. However, the
teacher sometimes hands the pen over to a child and asks that
child to write the next word, or the first letter of the next word, or
whatever is appropriate, ie. a ‘shared pen’ technique is used.

Shared and
interactive
writing

Guided

Guided writing can be managed in two different ways. Each

Children take

writing approach has a different main purpose. responsibility
(1) One or two sessions may be planned for small groups of for writing,
children who need assistance with specific writing skills. but with
(2) Many sessions, building upon shared reading and writing of | teacher
a particular genre, are planned. Firstly, the children are immersed | support
in the genre during reading. Secondly, they compose a text in that
genre during shared/interactive writing. Finally, they are guided to
write their own text in that genre.
Independent | Independent writing must be a daily component of the writing Children
writing programme. Children need opportunities to choose to write for a | challenged to
variety of purposes and a range of audiences. They need attend to all
opportunities to enjoy writing about their own topics and for their | aspects of
own purposes. Opportunities for independent writing help children | writing

to ‘catch the writing habit’. The children will have access to a wide
variety of writing materials.

Language
experience

The class shares an experience and the children are given
opportunities to express their understandings of that experience,
or to respond to it, through talk, drama, art/craft, music. The
experience, and the children’s responses, are used (with groups)
to generate an oral text that is dictated to the teacher and written
down as a ‘wall story’. The text is reproduced in individual
booklets for each of the children in the group. The text is used for
study of conventions (such as punctuation, spelling, vocabulary).

Support from
shared
experience,
oral language
base, and
teacher

Figure 2 Components of a comprehensive literacy programme Hornsby (2000)

Each of the authors in this book considers various approaches to teaching and learning
which support children as they move towards competence as writers. It has been organised
into four sections.




