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On this assignment we will discuss and analyse the following topic given to write this assignment, the following states “The importance of the Welsh language in the public sector in Wales".
The Welsh language amongst other native European languages is the oldest language, such language comes with a Welsh Celtic background, for the fact it is the oldest one compared to of other Brittonic languages spoken in Britain like Gaelic, with rich history and also literature such as poems dating from the fifth century, the “Welsh language or Cymraeg dates possibly back 4.000 years” (BBC Wales 2014).
But going straight into the topic in question, and talk about it on the public sector, as for this the Welsh language is widely used in public services such as the Police, Dyfed Powys police for example is one of the police forces in Wales where the Welsh language has been taking into much credit, on an article they wrote it says 
“The force is collaborating with the Coleg Cymraeg at the University of South Wales so more opportunities may rise for Welsh speaking recruits to take training in Welsh” (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022).
The numbers are also on the rise, due to Welsh schools and the promotion for children and students in those schools to learn the Welsh language as first language, there is an estimation from the Welsh Government, that according to this Government source, it intends to be having a million Welsh speakers by 2050, and give every child the opportunity to learn the language (Welsh government, 2017), in the minister’s words it says on this source that  “Welsh language is one of the treasures of Wales”, in other sources like this one it states that for example there is a saying in Wales that states “A Nation without a language is a Nation without a heart (Wales.com, Ap Glyn 2018).
 With this we can understand also much that the Welsh language represents a cultural pride , a language in which people want to keep alive but also a language the Welsh government is trying very hard to keep alive despite the majority of the Welsh population being English speaker, but the routes of Welsh language are kept alive like any other nation’s native language, what is also important to notice is to see international citizens resident in Wales are also receiving education, and it’s often seen people with ethnic backgrounds from Europe, Asia or Africa that are speaking Welsh and taking part in festivities on Welsh national days long side native Welsh people, days such as St Dewi (Saint David’s, Saint patron of Wales) festivities occur on the first of March which is Saint David’s Day , in Welsh it’s written “Dydd Gwyl Dewi Santor”, or worth mentioning the National Eisteddfod, according to the website it makes reference that “It’s celebrated during the first week of August, it is a celebration of the culture and also the language in Wales, attracting one hundred and fifty thousand visitors between the north and south of Wales” (Eisteddfod). 
On the website it even states that it’s dated to 1176, that is how old this festival is celebrated in Wales, on the public sector agencies and associations with support from the councils involved it shows great co-operation between public sector services to keep traditions and alive and safe for everybody that is willing to take part of the festivities.
Although, not always it has been like that, as the Welsh language has faced dark times and also declines, worth mentioning that long time ago it was forbidden in public to speak Welsh. A curiosity in the public sector and mostly important, is to mention the 1536 Act of Union passed by the parliament in England, it stated that “The people of Wales do daily use a speech that is nothing like the natural mother tongue used in England, henceforth no people that use the Welsh speech or language shall enjoy any… office or fees within this real of England and Wales (Spartacus Educational, 2022).
With this Act it permitted 27 Welsh lords to be elected and sit in the house of commons. However, it came at the price that the act states that all had to speak English while representing Wales. Even in 2018, according to the Cardiff University, 20% of employees in Wales working in the public sector, compared to 27.4% in 2009 (Cardiff University, 2019). Meaning, less services in Welsh language were provided.
The Welsh government introduced the Welsh language Act of 1993, with this the language scheme was established, with this act every public service provides services in Welsh speaking, the act also says “ Every public body to which a notice is given under section 7 shall prepare a scheme specifying the measures which it proposes to take, for the purpose mentioned in subsection below, for the use of Welsh language to the connection with the provision of services, specified in the notice” (Welsh language Act 1993).
We cannot also fail to realize to this modern day most public services, like councils in Wales offers the option to speak Welsh, which brings the possibilities for citizens residing in Wales to be able to communicate with trained Welsh public service key workers, the next source says that “The National Assembly passed the Welsh Language measure of 2011, this to reform the actual law regarding the use of Welsh in public services. The Welsh language board has been replaced by a Welsh Language commissioner” (Law Wales, 2020).
Another point to discuss about it’s the statistics, even though in the year 2021 it is said that there was a decline in Welsh speaking statistics saying that “an estimated 538,300 usual residents in Wales aged three years or older reported to speak Welsh meaning 17.8% of the population it is still a decrease of 23,700 people since 2011” (Gov.Wales 2022).
Even though not all is negative, as there has been small increases too, according to this source, stating that younger adults aged between 16 to 19 and 20 to 44 are able to speak Welsh, which somehow the public services provided in Wales show some success in engaging with the population through education and council services and other public services available in Wales.
More facts about Welsh speaking abilities in public services show us the very good work that Police forces in Wales have been doing, for Dyfed-Powys specially, in that area there is a high percentage of Welsh speakers (Dyfed Powys Police 2022) this same source being the same as above it does explain that they want to ensure they can be bilingual in both Welsh and English.
The Carmarthenshire area as long been one of the areas in Wales where public services provides excellent communication in Welsh, the area itself shows the Welsh cultural side of the country, in the area one can see that the Welsh heritage is quite alive by visiting monuments and touristy places like the Saint Mary’s Church in Llanllwch or Dinefwr Castle or even the Dolaucothi Gold mines, the Carmarthenshire council promotes these and maintains these places to provide a great sense of Welsh heritage on those who visit. The Carmarthenshire council also mentions that “We have a statutory obligation to provide medium Welsh services but also passionate about promoting the language and ensure the all the residents have the opportunity to learn it and use Welsh in every aspect of life” (Carmarthenshire Council).
As for the Police in Wales in general for example South Wales Police, there has been good news reported for the benefit of having Welsh speakers, with an increase of Welsh language speakers with skills, with 60% about 770 to 1256 officers and also staff, other report is that over 2000 officers and staff have completed a Welsh language skill training (South Wales Police, 2020).
With more officers speaking Welsh this is also a great increase in public services providing the opportunity to be viewed as more of a Welsh Police force with Welsh ideals rather than just general. The ability to make the difference between a bilingual force and a force that just offers language skills in English, is something that is becoming of the past according to these police sources.
The fact is that the Welsh nation is creating a bilingual population where citizens can indeed enjoy the freedom of using Welsh and thus calling themselves Welsh, is also thanks to schools in the public sector that ensures is passed on to new generations, even though according to census the Welsh language is not yet enough, to change the ways of some of the Welsh people see the language and also many see Welsh as a dying language, those concerned about the survival of it ensure that it won’t go away, the laws that were created by the Welsh government or the services provided in the public sector, festivals, Welsh national heritage sites ensure that Welsh is a language to stay for many years to come, let’s take example at Welsh schools, existent in the North of Wales or pretty much everywhere in Wales, these schools ensure that Welsh is taught first, even if English is also spoken, thus we can understand, even with the sources providing evidence, that Welsh public services are making more appealing to the population to learn Welsh.
Other social facts is having a population divided, by vote and politics such as Labour Party and Conservative Party or in between self-identifying Welsh or British national, maybe because of the historical fact that England has dominated the Island with the creation of its Kingdom and the creation of a British ideal, with the annex of Wales in 1535, even though the King at the time Henry VIII was of Welsh origin (Universite du Sud Toulon-Var 2011-2012), that ideal was spread to even this day, this historical source makes us understand, why there is people in Wales who do not see themselves as Welsh but British.
We have seen also more Welsh public bodies in politics more prone to Welsh national identity and independence, neither siding with both Labour or Conservatives but siding with the ideal that Wales is a nation Wales is an identity and that Wales has a language to be preserved, YesCrymru is the party, a similar but non-political party like SinnFeinn in Northern and Republic of Ireland, that displays more patriotism over a Welsh Nationality in Britain a country that can rule on it’s own, in their website the source says that “Only a Wales, with its own government and institutions, elected but also created by the Welsh people can truly be trusted to govern it’s best interests” (YesCymru), they also refer that they believe that they believe in an independent Wales, embracing it’s diversity and everyone that chooses to make Wales home. On whether one agrees with it or not, it is certain that those who follow it have a sense of Welsh nationalism, taking the independent ideal that it is a nation capable of ruling on its own, as a public body and an organization it is democratically freedom of choice for people to join.
A great curiosity on behalf of Welsh language expansion, it just does not stop in Wales, but also overseas, it is spoken and taught in Patagonia Argentina teachers go and get the opportunity to teach Welsh language and expand the Welsh culture to further seas, according to this source it shows us that “Teachers Beth Owen, Thomas Samuel and Sian Morgans are currently teaching Welsh language 8.000 miles away from Wales. They go through the Welsh language project that every year sends three teachers to the region to promote the language” (Wales British Council, Wales Blog team 2022).
To conclude this assignment, according to all the sources presented and well able public bodies in Wales, the Welsh language represent for Wales another identity as a nation that speaks a Celtic language, amongst the Gaelic cousins of Wales, in Scotland and Ireland, Cornwall, and Britany, Welsh language is not only its people’s pride but also the public services pride, in offering availability to speak for those who choose to speak Welsh. 
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