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Question 1.

Trace evidence is temporary and must be collected as soon as possible. Trace evidence is collected and taken straight to the laboratory for experts to examine. Tiny particles make up trace evidence. These particles range from fibres from clothes to hair molecules to fingernails parts of the skin left behind. Objects like glass can be evidence if disturbed. The most important category of trace evidence is fluids and blood. These fluids include sweat, saliva and semen which are used to find DNA. If DNA is found it can lead straight to a suspect leading to an arrest. Blood is also very important because it can be collected for DNA and is easy to take a photo of. If a photo is taken experts can analysis it to find blood spatter patterns. Trace evidence is very important when convicting a criminal. Trace evidence can make or break a case if done correctly. Trace evidence can place the convict at the crime scene at the exact time of the crime being committed. An example of this could be soil left on the criminal’s shoe that matches perfectly to the soil at the crime scene. The murders of Thomas and Ann Farrow were solved by using fingerprints left at the scene by the murderer, this shows how vital trace evidence is for the police service. The benefits of using trace evidence includes the ability to find fibres and DNA that can link a suspect to a crime. However, trace evidence is not always the best to rely on because it can be easily tampered with. For example, if the scene is outdoors the rain can wash evidence away and the sun can damage an object. If in public people can always trample the evidence before the scene is preserved. To conclude the benefits of trace evidence by far out way the negatives but it should not be something the police solely rely on the catch a criminal. 

Question 2.

From the moment the first attending officer arrives to the scene, he or she must follow the strict rules put in place to ensure that evidence is not corrupted, or the scene is not damaged. The first attending officer must first make an initial assessment of the area, then as soon as possible preserve the life or anybody who is still injured or in need of assistance. When other units get to the scene the first attending officer must control the scene, identify any witnesses, arrest any suspects and preserve the scene, for example cordons. If the first attending officer forgets a stage thigs could go horribly wrong. In the Manchester arena bombings, it was vital that officers carefully examined the arena when everybody was evacuated. This is so officers could find clues to who had bombed the arena and how. Without knowing this there would be no lead in the investigation. If examined carefully and found that the person who committed the terrorist attack was from a terrorist organisation it could lead to multiple arrests and get terrorist of the streets.  It is also important to carefully examine the scene because there could be risks. These risks can range from weapons still in the building/area, chemicals from the explosive, body fluids (meaning blood could be everywhere making a slippery surface or a risk to contracting a disease), sharp objects could be left around, the structure of the building could be compromised leading to an unsafe area for people to be in and poor lighting/visibility could be dangerous when walking around. 

Question 3.
	
The purpose of forensic examination in criminal investigations is to find evidence to link the crime to the perpetrator and to build evidence to convict said criminal for their crime. Forensic examination also helps build the picture of what exactly happened at a crime scene to help the jury make their decision. The benefits of forensic examination include the ability to identify a suspect using fibres from clothing, hair molecules and skin particles. This can place a suspect at a certain area if needed. Case studies such as the murder of Thomas and Ann Farrow show how forensic examination can lead to a convicted criminal. However forensic examination can go wrong. For example, in the death of Billie Jo Jenkins in 1997 was caused by a large metal tent peg in the garden. This death led to the conviction of her foster dad who had allegedly killed her. The foster dad had blood spatters on his shirt that could only be caused by a violent force of blood hitting the shirt. The experts came to the conclusion that he has stabbed her with the peg throwing the blood towards him. However, it was found that when Billie Jo Jenkins had fell on the peg the blood was stuck in her airway and when her dad came to help it violently came out and caused the blood spatter. To conclude forensic examination is a very effective way of convicting a criminal. Despite being some anomalies, the overall outcome is positive, and it helps prosecute hundreds of people in UK correctly.

Question 4. 

DNA can be recovered from multiple different places at a crime scene. The most popular ones are from the blood left at the scene of the crime, semen if it is a rape case, skin cells left all over the scene from the criminal, nail scrapings left on the victim or objects, cigarette buds or a watch left behind. Crime scenes that have taken place indoors are easier to preserve than ones taken place outside because of public interference and the weather. When DNA samples are found at a crime scene an expert will come to collect them and transport them back to the lab using a bag that can not be contaminated. They usually use a paper bag because these do not retain moisture unlike a plastic bag. The experts will label the bag to ensure it does not get mistaken or lost, by doing this it also ensures the legal integrity of the evidence in court. When at the lab the experts will run multiple tests to find out whose hair it is or whose skin it is. When this is found the experts will contact the police and give them the results so they can make an arrest. DNA is a very effective way of prosecting a criminal. DNA is a one of a kind and is different for every person in the world (apart from identical twins). This means that DNA can not be argued against if all procedures are followed. Semen stains and blood have an 85% plus success rate of returning DNA, so it is very effective when trying to find a criminal. The benefits of DNA include the ability to find a criminal with very little using items left behind. It is also very accurate and rarely goas wrong. However, when it does go wrong it can lead to false imprisonment. There was a case where a man was convicted of rape but had never been to or near the area of the rape. This was because of a mix up at the lab and because DNA is so effective the jury convicted the man. It was later discovered that he in fact was falsely accused and was released from prison. To conclude the use of DNA is very useful and shall always be used to convict criminals for their crimes. 







