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Anti-social behaviour involves the constant threatening and aggressive behaviour carried out by an individual that can cause distress to others. Anyone is capable of taking part in committing anti-social behaviour. However, most understand that it is unacceptable in our society. Anti-social behaviour includes many different factors, some of these include activities such as fighting in public, verbal abuse like shouting or swearing, abusive behaviour, harassment and intimidating behaviour (Hashmani et al, 2017). All ages can be involved with antisocial behaviour, some people may be involved in this type of behaviour from a young age while others may begin to participate in these actions later on in their lives. It has become a growing concern that young people are taking part in antisocial behaviour activities from a younger age each year. Although there is not a significant difference between the different age groups related to antisocial behaviour, there is one common factor that stands out from the rest. This is social class. Social class is described as our society being divided and grouped into different hierarchies, these are labelled as lower class, middle class and upper class. Studies show that those who are living in a lower class society reported that they believed there was an increased in antisocial behaviour compared to the upper class who reported no change (Moon et al, 2010). This suggests that those living in a lower class society are open to seeing the way antisocial behaviour can develop and effect people's lives. There is a relationship between those living in lower class areas with antisocial behaviour, this includes young people. As a child grows up in a less deprived area, they are exposed to the antisocial behaviour from a young age. For example, it is common for young people to join gangs and adapt antisocial behaviours (Home Office, no date given). Over the years the media has grown a strong opinion towards gangs. The media portrays them in an extremely negative way representing them as a lost cause to society. However, if there was more focus on how young people could be drawn away from these gangs, there would be a noticeable drop in the rate of antisocial behaviour crimes committed. A commonly known theory that has been related to the topic of the media's perception of youths is the Cognitive Dissonance Theory. Cognitive dissonance is the result of conflicting mindsets, attitudes and actions. Dissonance is described as having a lack of agreement or inconsistencies among beliefs. The cognitive dissonance theory relates to the medias actions as it has blocked society from creating their own opinions related to young people. Instead, the pictures painted by the media have contoured people's minds to having tunnel vision on the topic. The only way that this can be resolved is to understand that the media is not always true and can be bias as well as not factual. Aside from media revolving news and online articles, even forms of media such as films and television programmes hold an unrealistic stereotype over young people in our society (Burke, 2014).    
The media creates a large divide in the lower, middle and upper class system that is in our society. Due to this, our generation has created their own opinions on the types of people who come from the three different backgrounds. As a result of the medias take on what people living in the lower class of our society are perceived, they have begun to be associated with negative assumptions. It has led many people to presume and speculate that those living at the lower end of societies class structure are there from their own doings (Livesey, 2019). This shows us the impression that the media has speculated covering this topic. The class system in our society has also created a divide in the way people are treated. A result of this has led to inequality. 
When it comes to youth crime, the media constantly illustrates young people in a negative light. Due to this, it has allowed the general public to form an unequal perception on gangs. This is what leads to many of the adverse opinions towards young people. Due to the media reporting pessimistic about young people's involvement in gangs, it has created a great deal of fear and alarm within the public. Furthermore, this is what causes stereotypes in our society, making it even harder for young people to be open in our society. A study was conducted by Hertsmere Youth Researchers into the way the media portrays youths and how they have an impact on the way society now views young people, the researchers created an online survey for ages ranging from 9 to 65+. The aim of the survey was to breakdown the way people stereotype others and the medias involvement in persuading these stereotypes, two questions were involved in the online survey.  the first question asked its audience to think of three words that you would associate with positive images of youth, and the second question was to think of three words that you would associate with negative images of youth. Some of the words that were received for connecting youth with positive perspectives were a smile, helping others, not smoking, good exam results, carrying harmful weapons and tidy appearance. On the other hand, words that were received for how people correlate youths to negative perspectives were baggy clothes, how you speak, teenage parenthood, shop lifting, broken homes and antisocial behaviour (Hertsmere Youth Researchers, 2011). The result of this online survey shows us that the media has doubtlessly changed the way that our society views its young people and how they associate them with negative aspects in our society. It has also shown that the public have generated a particular perspective on how a young criminal looks or acts like. It is clear to see that in the eyes of some members of our society appearance can change their perspective, this is all due to the way the media have illustrated young people. 
From these findings, it is clear to see the influence that the media has over our society now days. With unrealistic categories being created by the media to divide our society, it is important to remember that the media can be corrupt, and that people should compose their own opinions of others excluding their age, social class or ethnicity. Once this is understood, more can be done for young people who are struggling as a result of these actions. 
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