Learning in the digital era assignment 2:
Task 1 – 3 minuet video:
Hi, I'm Mia and I am a first year student in UWTSD studying event management and international festivals. After studying learning in the digital era course I have found it very helpful and I think you might too here is some reasons why I have found them helpful.
Many sections are covered in the tasks, some of it has a lot of relevance. An example of this is the referencing and library sources I have found very useful at the start of my university experience. A main reason of this is I came from college as a handful of university students do, I have never had a library supporting me as much as it does. Having those lessons so I know where things are and who to ask if I'm struggling became very useful. I also never really used referencing in college so having those lessons and teaching me referencing was very helpful and allowed me to understand it more
I feel like it's important because it allows me to understand the elements of university that little bit more and taught me many things including the importance of effective communication. I feel like it also allows you to develop your skills some of these skills are technical, people, leadership and digital.
It also allows people to develop their skills because it’s a side of lessons teaching you the understanding of subjects in detail that you may only go over briefly in lectures.
In the course I can reflect on the skills I have developed knowing I have a more of an understanding of referencing than I did at the start of the academic year. I also know the understanding of effective communication and the best way to communicate with people and team members. Finally, I've also developed my understanding of where to find things in the library and how to use them effectively.
Overall, I have found learning in the digital era some what useful. The reason I have said this is because in the learning in the digital era module a lot of things I feel are repeated and irrelevant. I feel like if they were to pick out the important bits of the module it will have more use and a less stressful start to the university experience.
Video link - https://youtu.be/OQpz2FMcspU
 
Task 2 – 1,000-word assignment
SMART goals specific, measurable, attainable, relevant and time based. According to YourDictionary, in every circumstance, whether it be for employment, education, or personal growth. A goal is more likely to be accomplished if it is clear and measurable. This technique will assist anyone who has trouble managing their time or gets easily overwhelmed in staying on task. An example of this I have come up with is:                                                                                                                                                                     Specific: I’m going make a weekly plan                                                                                                      Measurable: It will make me more organised with university and know when assignments are due                                                                                                                                                                        Achievable: I will write the plan every Sunday at 6pm                                                                                  Relevant: It will allow me to achieve my best at university and stay on the right track.                                                                                                                                                                               Time-bound: I will do it for an academic year and see if it helps me to be more organised.
It is split into 6 sections, and they are descriptions, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and an action plan. According to the University of Edinburgh, is an effective approach to process an experience. This could be a one-time occurrence or something you encounter repeatedly, like meetings with a team you need to work with.
This is important because it allows you to think what you could have done better, and most importantly what did you do well. Understanding what you have done well is a positive reminder of what you have completed and allows you to put the effort in and spent more time on the topic. It's important to find the positives that you have achieved because as humans we normally jump to the negatives but it's important to realise, we make mistakes and figure what we can do to make it better.
 There are 3 individual experiences I can use in my academic life at university so far. These are referencing, completing assignments and living at student roost.
Gibbs Reflective Cycle – Referencing:                   
 After coming straight from college, I had a struggle of understanding Referencing and getting to grips with it. I started feeling overwhelmed and struggling to get to grips with how to reference. Although there is positives and negatives to this situation, I knew that university was going to be a big step forward and was going to be more challenging in a lot of ways. After having a conversation with my lecture Debbie about it she reassured me that it was a normal thing to be feeling and not everyone understands it straight away. She also pointed me in the right direction of having lessons about it. After doing that I became a bit more confident about Referencing. Although it still does catch me out sometimes so I know that’s something I can work on and ask for more help on. 
Gibbs Reflective Cycle – completing assignments                                                                                                    
After coming from college, it was a lot slower pace than university is for example we had time to complete some of the assignments in class and we had one maybe two assignments at the same time. So, after making the jump from college to university I felt so overwhelmed. I felt very emotional and home sick on top of this. I phoned my mum crying at one point explaining how overwhelmed I felt so we when I went home that weekend we sat down and came up with a plan. Firstly, I organised my laptop tabs into each lesson one for events, one for niche marketing and one for learning in the digital era so I knew I had all the information separately and under one initial tap. This started to ease some of the pressure I then bought a diary to ensure all my assignments were taken care of and I knew when it was due and how long I had to do them. I then bought a weekly whiteboard so I could use my time efficiently and knew what I was doing and when. If I came to that issue again in the future I know to stop and breathe and reassure myself, I know how to fix it and use my time wisely.
Gibbs Reflective Cycle – living in student roost:                                                                                                               
At the start of September 2022, I moved into student accommodation. Because I'm only 18, I have never really had the experience of living alone. When it came to the day of moving in it hit me that I'm going to be on my own, so I became very emotional travelling to Swansea. After they dropped me off at Student Roost my accommodation, I said to myself that I couldn’t do it. This made me quite lonely and isolated after a few weeks had passed a few of my flatmates moved in this gave me a sense of reassurance and confidence. But after finding out that 3 of my flat mates would be on placement for most of the year, I realised that it will be lonely. It has a really bad effect on me because I was eating on my own and I was just on my own all the time unless I was out of the flat. It shocked me quite a bit when I spoke to some of my friends from the same accommodation and they were feeling the same way because no one speaks about this side of the University experience. After having some time to reflect on it I decided to push myself out there and become more confident speak to others in the block. This has made the process of settling into university a bit better and more smoothly. 
Personal development plan:
I'm currently, I am in university studying Event management. My goals are to get all my assignments in on time and complete them to my best ability. One short time goal I have is to put myself first and become more organised. The way I can achieve this is setting an hour aside a day for myself and to ensure everything is planned and organised.  Whereas a long-term goal I have is to get all my assignments in on time and complete them to my best ability and graduate university. The way I'm going to be able to achieve this is by making sure that I put in my diary when its due and work towards getting it done in time. This can be done by setting certain days a side for university work, allowing my time for breaks too. Check in with myself every Sunday and ensure I'm on the right track to success. Even if I'm not ensure myself, it's okay because sometimes in life things happen and we all have bad days. 
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