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An evaluation using an individual entrepreneur if they are hero’s, as Kets de Vries says; 

‘The heroic myth begins with the hero's humble birth, his rapid rise to prominence and power, his conquest of the forces of evil….”
(Kets de Vries)
Based on entrepreneur, Philip DeFranco who started off young and financially unstable, works hard to create a multimillion dollar company with a net worth of over $8million, as well as other ventures. Through analysing what make a hero a hero, entrepreneurs, such as Defranco, can be considered hero’s in their own right.
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To answer the question ‘is the term hero relevant in the 21st Century’ one must first consider what the term hero means. Historically the term has been used to describe a person who makes the world better either by saving others in distress, or stands up against ‘evil’, someone brave and courageous. Of course we have these people today, who risk their lives for others, such as firefighters, but the modern world has enabled new types of hero’s to be recognised. This is especially so in the media. With ‘fake news’ spreading like wildfire on social media it can be hard for the public to understand what is truly going on in the world and be informed.  This paper will look at an Entrepreneur called Phillip DeFranco who has dedicated his career to helping such people. DeFranco has utilised social media to create a Youtube channel that has been viewed over 31 million times in the last 30 days alone[footnoteRef:1]. Of which he uses to help the average joe to understand current affairs and international issues. Alongside this he has also developed a current net worth of $8 million through creating other companies and selling them off[footnoteRef:2]. This paper will look at why DeFranco through analysis of his entrepreneurship can be classed as a Hero in the 21st Century. [1:  (SocialBlade, 2018)]  [2:  (Carter, 2017)] 
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Philip DeFranco was born in New York City and began uploading videos to the website Youtube in the late 2000’s. While beginning his endeavour as a reporter he was so dedicated to reaching his goals that he worked as a waiter in two different restaurants and even lived out of his car. It was only when Youtube started to increase in popularity, and investment into that platform, which allowed him to begin fully supporting himself[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  (Carter, 2017)] 
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Form his meagre roots; DeFranco has now risen to become the host of a Youtube news show called The Philip DeFranco Show[footnoteRef:4]. This show alone has over two billion, one hundred and seventy six views total to date and over five million subscribers on the platform[footnoteRef:5]. On every video he releases to Youtube he features an individual sponsor opening up his regular current monthly views of thirty million.  [4:  (Youtube.com, n.d.)]  [5:  (SocialBlade, 2018)] 


Alongside this show he has employees who help run his Youtube Channel, which it is estimated that he receives four hundred and forty dollars per year solely on revenue from advertisements. Not only that he encourages all his employees to create their own Youtube accounts and upload regularly providing them with job security but also bringing viewers to his main channel The Philip DeFranco Show.   

DeFranco also sells his own merchandise where his fans are able to purchase clothing[footnoteRef:6]. He also has his own Patreon account where supporters provide him with monthly instalments of funds[footnoteRef:7]. With these funds he plans on purchasing other channels on Youtube in order to expand the company while introducing similar faces that consistent views on the website would have seen before[footnoteRef:8].   [6:  (DeFranco, 2018)]  [7:  (Elite, DeFranco, 2018)]  [8:  (Elite, DeFranco, 2018)] 


To hold himself accountable to these funders he has created another Youtube channel where he records his life and business behind the scenes to allow his views insight into what he is doing with their donations. While this being helpful for his donators, it provides extra advertisement revenue providing an estimated £132,700 annually. He’s also produced television series such as ‘Like Totally Awesome’ and ‘Cyanide & Happiness’ and writing the television series ‘BlackBoxTV’[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  (IMDb, 2017)] 
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Philip Defranco’s news channel is structured in a very different and original way. He initially, before recording his show, asks his viewers to provide news stories, which they want to understand, for him to research, analyse and provide the facts about. DeFranco consistently works to help his viewers to broaden their perspective before basing their decisions on one side of the story facts. When reporting he uses simples words so that his viewers understand what he is saying which helps younger viewers understand and become interested in topics such as politics which can be targeted too much at older generations. Allowing them to understand what’s happening in the world. DeFranco’s main niche however can be found through his reporting on both sides of each story. DeFranco reliably finds sources on as many opinions on a story that can be found to help his viewers gain the perspective needed for competent decision making. Meanwhile, he ensures that he is not persuading viewers to lean one way or another but rather make their own opinion on the subject. 

While he does provide his personal opinion, DeFranco, makes sure that the viewers understand which part of the reporting becomes his opinion and not fact about the topic of discussion. Alongside this, he generally provides his thought process, reasoning and facts about why he has reached that conclusion. Allowing his viewers, who are interested in the topic, to go and do some research into it. At the end of a subject he asks for the views to write their opinions in the comment section of his video. He prides himself in calling his news channel a ‘conversation’, and every Friday on the week holds a designated video to share some of the comments, of viewers, about the previous videos and responds to their questions or their opinions of a topic[footnoteRef:10]. When he presents his viewers opinions he doesn’t just pick the ones that he agrees with but actually urges people who disagree with his position on subjects to comment so that he can understand others opinions as well. This mixture of different opinions allows DeFranco to give his viewers the ability to keep a news topic of conversation continuing for as long as they feel it needs to be discussed. However, he also ensures to play referee and makes sure that the comments, as far as he can control, remain a conversation debate, rather than an argument over opinions.  [10:  (Defranco, 2018)] 


According to Adam Toren, a writer for the Entrepreneur, in relation to a hero’s journey; “Entrepreneurship is a path, a lifestyle and ultimately a journey. You begin, face challenges and, eventually through struggle and hard work, you succeed.”[footnoteRef:11] DeFranco, through his history, has proven this statement to be true. From meagre means to a profitable business, all while, just like a hero’s story, he tries to use the influence that he has been given by his viewers and sponsors to help others. When tragedies happen he always provides links for his viewers to help raise money and services to support the individuals in these horrible situations. DeFranco, like many influencers has helped bring awareness and support to disasters such as the Greenfell Tower fire in London and the forest fires in California.  [11:  (Toren, 2014)] 


DeFranco’s channel gained a major following, during the outrage of “fake news” being shown on news channels such as CNN, when they were reporting on stories about wiretapping in the United States Election in 2016[footnoteRef:12]. During one of his shows, DeFranco provided links and evidence as to why these stories really were ‘fake news’, linking to websites with correct information like ‘Polifact’ to reinforce his statements[footnoteRef:13].  [12:  (Kurtz, 2017)]  [13:  (Graves, 2017)] 

While some criticized DeFranco’s video suggesting he was just defending President Trump on this front, Defranco states clearly in his Video that he is not ‘pro Trump’. In fact he announces that he doesn’t agree with most of what Trump stands for and even stated that he didn’t vote for him during the election[footnoteRef:14]. However his view was that it did not matter who the ‘fake news’ was being reported on, whether a good person or bad, citizens and the object of the story deserve the right to have the truth told. And judgement upon them to be just. [14:  (DeFranco, 2017)] 
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The definition of a hero is “a person who is admired for their courage, outstanding achievements, or noble qualities”[footnoteRef:15] through looking at his news show we can see that he as met these qualities. [15:  (Oxford Dictionary, 2018)] 


DeFranco’s integrity through his stance on stating facts before personal beliefs has allowed his viewers to rely on him for news that hasn’t been altered, making him, in the eyes of some of his viewers, a ‘Hero’. During the time of the United States presidential elections, there was much controversy around all of the candidates and political motives. With the type of reliability that DeFranco gave to his viewers he gained over 326,000 new subscribers in the month of July[footnoteRef:16]. Showing that many turned to him in a time of need. While ‘The Philip DeFranco Show was rapidly gaining popularity during this time, many multibillion dollar networks such as CNN were losing the same trust with their readers and viewers, due to their obvious constant bias remarks[footnoteRef:17].  [16:  (SocialBlade, 2018)]  [17:  (Lockridge, 2017)] 


What makes DeFranco such a relatable figure is that he, like many successful entrepreneurs started from nothing and through hard work and determination became a figure who people can rely on for factual news, while they being the viewers, can have a hostile free discussion about it. 
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Candace A. Allen a journalist who wrote an article, featured in Economic Insights said this; “Heroes reflect the values we revere, the accomplishments we respect and the hopes that give our lives meaning. In our modern world, the wealth creators the entrepreneurs actually travel the heroic path and are every bit as bold and daring as the heroes who fought dragons or overcame evil.”[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  (A.Allen, n.d.)] 


Like the hero’s we hear in stories, they show great integrity and selflessness to those around them and from their good works they gain success. This success being used to benefit the people around them. When entrepreneurs complete their visions and reach their goals it creates new technology, new jobs or makes jobs easier to do and in some cases like DeFranco provide information that people can rely on to be true while being able to voice their own opinions.
From this, and the research provided, this paper finds that Philip DeFranco can indeed be considered a 21st century hero. 
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