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Are students with autism accessing their rights, in accordance to the UNCRC, in mainstream education? A case study of practice. 

Online Contribution 1

The research proposal mentioned in this study will be titled ‘Are students with autism accessing their rights, in accordance to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, in mainstream education? A case study of practice’.
 Education is not only vital to children’s growth and development but is also classed as a legal right, however for many children with autism they are not able to be supported or fully educated in a mainstream setting (Broach et al, 2003). Despite of this, 70% of children with autism attended mainstream school instead of specialist schools in 2017 (Ambitious About Autism, 2017). The concern with this is that often mainstream settings are not fully equipped to support these students (National Autistic Society, 2019), which in turn offers the question of whether children with autism are able to fully access their rights in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).
As a one to one teaching assistant to a child with autism in a mainstream setting, I have a particular interest in this topic, therefor this proposal will focus on the support and opportunities to access rights offered to children with autism in a mainstream school. This research proposal will be based around children of primary age, with ranges of five to eleven. The purpose of this study will be to consider whether children with autism have the opportunity, support and ability to access their rights in mainstream education.  The main aim of this research proposal is to be able to critically explore if mainstream education is able to offer children with autism opportunities to procure their rights, and if so, how is this done in a mainstream school. 
It is suggested that children rely on adults to be aware and nurture their rights (UNICEF, 2019). Due to this, the opinion of the child, parent and staff of the school will be considered. This will be done in order to evaluate their views and opinions on the accessibility of these children to access their rights, and also their role in the process.
As the paradigm of the research proposal will be of a constructivist viewpoint, the research methodology used will be case study. This will be done in order to fully understand the experiences in the life of the participant (Cohen and Manion, 1994). The methods used will be qualitative, including observations, qualitative interviews and case studies. As some of the children in the study may be non-verbal, the naturalistic observation method will be best suited as this allows the child to be in a normal, comfortable environment without stimulation of behaviour from the researcher (Kellett, 2011). 
Research ethics are extremely important in order to protect and respect the participants, as well as the researcher and the institution. Therefor ethical guidelines are of paramount importance, especially when researching topics which may be sensitive to the participants such as this research proposal (Alderson and Morrow, 1995). The ethical guidelines which will be followed throughout this research will be the Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018) produced by the British Educational Research Association (BERA, 2019). This particular set of guidelines were chosen as they are directly linked to education research with the aim of assessing and expanding on knowledge, as well as to gain a better understanding in this topic (BERA, 2019). 
As BERA supports the UNCRC in their ethical guidelines, and as this research proposal is largely linked to these set of rights it is important to consider them throughout the research. BERA (2019) suggests that the best interests of the child should be of high importance, and that respect and consideration should be shown towards their views in order to ensure the ethical risk of not honouring rights is mitigated (BERA, 2019). 
	Similarly, these ethical guidelines state that ethical consideration needs to be paid to the rights of the person who has legal responsibility of the child as stated in the UNCRC (BERA, 2019). Therefore, consent from parents or guardians will be gained before research takes place. In order to mitigate the risk of consent, due care will be paid in ensuring that all participants, both adult and child will be fully aware and have good understanding of their expected involvement in the study. As the child participants will be under the age of 18, assent will also be gained (MRC, no date). Importantly, some participants in the study may be non-verbal, in this case the child will be offered visual aids to express their willingness to proceed in the study. 
	As this topic can be sensitive, an ethical consideration to note is that participants are fully aware of the possible risks and outcomes of this study. Participants will have a transparent view of the study from the beginning of the process and will be made aware that they are able to withdraw at any time (ESRC,2012).  As the researcher, my aim is to minimise any possible harm or distress that participants may face in the study by being as transparent as possible.
	Another ethical consideration which must be given attention is that of privacy and confidentiality. Confidentiality is essential in order to ensure that they are respected, and no harm comes to them as a result of this study. This also allows participants to feel more able to speak freely and honestly (Grinyer, 2002). In order to mitigate this risk, anonymity will be given to all participants, as well as privacy in regard to the location of the study. All personal information will be kept securely, in accordance with GDPR and any published research will not break the agreement regarding confidentiality which was made (ICO, 2018).
	It is also vital to ensure that all researchers who will be working with children during this study have the relevant Disclosure and Barring Service checks (GOV.uk, 2019). This is done in order to ensure that suitable researchers are chosen, and the participants are not put in harms way. 
	In conclusion, the ethical considerations presented have drawn upon the guidelines stated by BERA and have been assessed in order of relevance to this particular study. The possible ethical considerations have been stated, along with the input of how these risks will be mitigated. 
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Online Contribution 2
The importance of reflection in all aspects of life has been recognised since the age of Socrates and Plato, it is believed that a life without reflective thinking cannot be defined as a fully human life. In order to be fully engaged in human life and the world around us, reflective thinking is essential (West, 1979). Similarly, reflection is vital to research in order to ensure ethical standards are not compromised. In particular, reflection is important in qualitative research as it used to ensure methods and procedures are valid and admissible (Dahlberg, K., Drew, N., & Nystrom, M., 2002). 
	This piece of work aims to reflect upon the points mentioned in the previous contribution which highlighted the ethical considerations which will be focussed upon in the research proposal. In particular, safeguarding and supporting the participants will be noted as well as the particular risks which may affect the participants as well as myself as the researcher. As previously mentioned, this research proposal will be of a constructivist viewpoint, whilst using qualitative methods of data collection such as observations, qualitative interviews and a case study. 
	On reflection of my first contribution I have been able to distinguish that although I had mentioned that my research could be sensitive to participants, there is more that the researcher could do in order to ensure support is given throughout the study whilst following the guidelines chosen (British Educational Research Association, 2019). In order to ensure the participants are supported they will be given full details of the research throughout the study to make sure they have good understanding as research suggests this improves emotional and physical safety for both the participants and the researcher (Williamson, 2014). As well as this the adult participants will be made aware of support groups which welcome parents and guardians of children who have autism which take place in the research school setting. As well as this, the child participants will be made aware that they have access to a counsellor and Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator through their school setting which the researcher is able to assist with if necessary. 
	As well as this, I believe that from reflection I had shown a limited input of the safeguarding of the researcher. In reflection, I realise that this is also vital to the success of the study and therefore amendments will be made. These are in order to ensure safety all meetings with the participants will take place in the school setting, and will be recorded to ensure there is no miscommunication (University of Oxford, 2017). As well as this, it is important that the researcher is fully prepared and therefore will be involved in risk assessment procedures. 
	To conclude, It is important to also note on reflection that this study is in no way aiming to suggest that the school setting which the research will take place is not a good environment for children, however it is aiming to examine the experiences had by children with autism in regard to children’s rights in comparison to other students. I feel that it is important to mention this as I do not wish to potentially damage the excellent reputation of the school or of the university through my research. 
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