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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

Are Conducted Energy Devices (CEDs), formally known as ‘Tasers’ an effective tool for improving officer and public safety within South Wales Police Force?

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen this topic because according to the Home Office (2022), the number of officers trained to use Tasers has steadily increased across England and Wales, with South Wales Police incorporating them into their safety strategy. However, the Independent Office for Police Conduct has highlighted concerns regarding potential misuse, particularly in cases involving vulnerable individuals (IOPC, 2021).

This research topic is appropriate for undergraduate study as it explores an ethically relevant and timely issue in policing. It enables critical evaluation of police use of force, focusing on the balance between officer safety, community trust, and human rights. The research is grounded in evidence and reflects current national priorities concerning accountability and the professional standards of policing.

This research is justified as it will provide evidence on the effectiveness of Tasers within South Wales Police, considering both operational outcomes and public perceptions. The study seeks to determine whether Tasers genuinely enhance safety or pose additional risks, providing insights that could inform policy development, officer training, and community engagement.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aim of this research is to evaluate the use of Tasers within South Wales Police and consider their potential safety effects on both police officers and the public. My study will assess Taser effectiveness by reviewing documented real-life incidents to understand outcomes and their role in reducing harm. 
It will also explore perceptions of Tasers among current and former police officers, as well as members of the public, using questionnaire data. In addition, the research will consider the potential benefits and risks relating to officer safety, public safety, and community trust, and develop recommendations to inform policy, officer training, and community engagement.
To achieve these aims, I will conduct a literature review of relevant research, policy documents, and official reports. Documented incidents will be analysed to evaluate practical outcomes, while questionnaires will be used to gather views from police officers and the public. The data will be analysed thematically to identify patterns and key findings, which will then contribute to evidence-based recommendations for safer and more effective policing practices.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Conducted Energy Devices (CEDs), commonly referred to as Tasers, were introduced into UK policing in 2003 as part of efforts to provide a “less-lethal” alternative to conventional firearms. These devices operate by delivering an electrical charge that induces temporary neuromuscular incapacitation, thereby reducing the likelihood of physical confrontation and potential injury to both officers and members of the public. (University of South Wales, 2024).

Data from the Home Office (2022) show that incidents involving Tasers generally result in fewer injuries compared with those where other force options, such as batons or physical restraint, are used. Research also indicates that while Tasers can reduce injuries compared to physical force, they may also influence officer behaviour, potentially increasing the likelihood of use-of-force incidents (Cambridge University, 2015). 
However, several UK-based studies have raised ethical and operational concerns regarding the use of Tasers. The College of Policing (2022) acknowledges that while Tasers can enhance officer safety, their use must be carefully balanced against public confidence and human rights considerations. Reviews by the IOPC (2021) have raised concerns regarding Taser deployment, particularly in incidents involving vulnerable individuals. Hudgell Solicitors (2021) has also questioned whether existing guidance and training are sufficient to prevent misuse or overreliance on Tasers, therefore emphasising the importance of oversight, training, and ethical decision-making.
Despite this existing research, there remains a lack of evidence specifically examining South Wales Police Force. Most studies focus on national data or broader UK policing, overlooking local operational practices, officer perceptions, and public attitudes. Additionally, there is limited analysis combining documented incidents with stakeholder perspectives to evaluate both practical outcomes and community impacts. 
This research aims to address these gaps by analysing Taser incidents and surveying police officers and the public, generating evidence to inform policy, improve officer training, and strengthen community relations, contributing to safer and more effective policing practices within South Wales Police Force. 
Additionally, answering the question – “Are Conducted Energy Devices (CEDs), formally known as ‘Tasers’ an effective tool for improving officer and public safety within South Wales Police Force?”



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This study will use a mixed-methods approach to evaluate Taser use within South Wales Police, combining quantitative and qualitative data. Quantitative data will be drawn from recorded Taser deployment incidents and analysed using descriptive and comparative statistics to identify patterns and outcomes. Additional quantitative data will be collected through closed-ended questionnaires with current and former police officers, as well as members of the public, to capture attitudes and perceptions of Taser use. Qualitative data will be sourced from incident reports or officer accounts to provide context on ethical and operational considerations. 
This approach is feasible and proportionate to the research objectives. Risks such as limited data access or low participation will be managed through ethical approval, anonymisation, and clear participant guidance. Integrating operational data with stakeholder perspectives will generate actionable insights to inform policing policy, training, and community engagement, enhancing safety, public confidence, and evidence-based practice.

 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Data will be collected using a questionnaire distributed to current and former South Wales Police officers and members of the public in South Wales. This sample has been selected to gather a balanced range of views on the use and effectiveness of Tasers. Police officers can provide professional insights based on operational experience, while members of the public can share community perspectives on safety, trust, and ethical concerns. Including both groups ensures a well-rounded understanding of how Taser use is perceived and its overall impact on officer and public safety.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

This research will collect data from current and former South Wales Police officers and members of the public, and ethical considerations will be carefully addressed. Participants will receive full information about the study and their right to withdraw at any time, with all responses anonymised and securely stored to protect confidentiality. The questions will not include sensitive data and participants will be able to skip any questions they do not wish to answer. Steps will be taken to reduce potential bias, especially among police participants, and all collected data will be used exclusively for this study, with results presented in a summarised, non-identifiable format. Ethical approval will be sought from the university prior to submission.

	TIME SCALE:

The research will be carried out over approximately seven months. The first two months will focus on the literature review and development of questionnaire. Data collection and research methodology including questionnaire distribution and gathering documented Taser incidents, will take place during Months 3–5. Thematic analysis and evaluation of the collected data will be conducted in Month 6. The final month will be dedicated to synthesising findings, drawing conclusions, and completing the dissertation for submission. Regular progress checks will ensure the project stays on track and any delays are managed effectively.

All research will be completed and compiled by June 2026. 
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