HPEN6017	1601759	Snow
Dissertation Presentation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduce discipline (Anglo-Saxon literature with a historical viewpoint) and self
· Introduce original title of the dissertation project ‘an analysis of gender roles in Beowulf and how they might reflect similarities to gender norms in Anglo-Saxon Britain’
· To ‘an analysis of how gender and revenge are interlinked and portrayed in Beowulf and how this might correlate with reality in Anglo-Saxon Britain’
· Why the change?
· Important issues with translations and why I chose mine
J.R.R.Tolkien Beowulf: the Monsters and the Critics
Seamus Heaney Beowulf
Swanton, Michael. Beowulf: Revised Edition (Manchester Medieval Studies). (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1997)
Examples of this can be seen in many lines throughout the text. Presented here are four excerpts of the same line, line 1384, within four different published editions: 

‘hideous in the sight of men and of the lady in their midst, a marvellous thing to look upon with eyes’ - J. R. R. Tolkien and Christian Tolkien. Beowulf: A Translation and Commentary, Together with Sellic Spell (London: Harper Collins, 2014) p.611
‘It is always better to avenge dear ones than to indulge in mourning’ – Seamus Heaney. Beowulf: a New Translation (London: Faber and Faber, 1999) p.46

‘Béowulf maþelode,bearn Ecþéowes : ‘Ne sorga, snotor guma! Sélra bið ǽghwǽm’’ -Alexander. p.90
‘Béowulf maþelode,bearn Ecþéowes : “Ne sorga, snotor guma! Sélra bið ǽghwǽm” ‘-C. L. Wrenn. p.130  
As can be seen, the only variations between the Anglo-Saxon English are generally punctuation related, whereas the modern versions completely alter the meaning and reading of the line in question (and this is only one particular line). This of course can affect interpretations of the entire poem depending on which version is being read. Under the advice of William Marx, the supervisor of this research project, a translation which will be of focus has been identified in order to not confuse the reading of Beowulf in regard to this dissertation.

· What will the research solve? (lack of gender studies in Beowulf which focuses on both genders/a deeper understanding of how revenge and gender are interlinked by the societal norms of the time (link here to wergild/Germanic heroic code)/interdisciplinary study)
· Methodology
Look at archeological history
Look at legal records from the Anglo-Saxon era 
Look at journals on the subject as well as interpret the text myself
Guided by gender studies
