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Source material
For this report I have used a variety of different source materials such as online academic journals and eBooks as well as various academic or verified websites. 
Purpose of report 
The purpose of this report is to define and discuss the skills of academic writing as well as the need for critical thinking. This report will also have a video link relating to task 4.
Introduction to report 
An introduction is a very important aspect of any piece of literature, especially within terms of academic reports. This piece of text at the beginning of the book, article or journal is important as it introduces the reader to the information and what they can expect to find within it (Phoenix College 2022). An introduction is a good way for the writer to start the discussion on the topic before the main findings are introduced. It is also a good way to highlight the points of interest within the report. 
Purpose of main findings
The main body of texts consist of typically 1 topic per paragraphs as the typical consensus is that to many topics being discussed all in one can be overwhelming and confusing for the reader and can distract from the topic being discussed. This section within a report should be discussing the topics and should be well researched and backed up with good evidence to support what is stated. As you read along through the paragraphs, they should be clear and concise and ultimately lead on to your conclusion. It should flow smoothly for the reader (University of Hull 2023).

Task 2 - What is academic writing?
Academic writing is the way in which we write at a higher educational level. Whether you are a new student or a seasoned lecture we will all follow the same basic principles of academic writing. Some key aspects for a person who isn’t within the academic world may notice straightaway is there is no personable aspect no expression of oneself when reading academic work. Readers may also notice that most literature is hardly written in a first person and more often in a 3rd person style (St louis Community College 2023). Writing within academia is highly focused on the way in which you can understand and relay that information to a reader, so they are able to grasp the concept. As a student you are showing a level of understanding and ability to understand source materials (Sulaiman, S H. 2022).
If academic writing did not exist, then the information we could and would consume and be exposed to may be entirely incorrect and it could lead us very much astray from the truth on that subject. The reason why being factually correct and well researched is so important is that without evidence to back up your claims and arguments you are expressing no more than an opinion and not a piece of educational work. Writing in academic is meant to enlighten and educate the reader on a new topic or to delve further into a topic. The writing style isn’t to be subjective and biased and express your own thoughts and feelings but to simply write true understandable researched and backed up with multiple sources of information to form pieces of good academic literature ( Zara, L 2023). 

Similarity score – This is a highly valuable tool for both teachers and students within academia as for a teacher you can see if the students are truly grasping the ideas and theories they had been taught or whether they have taken references directly instead of writing them into their own words. 

Task 3 – What is critical thinking?
Critical thinking is the way in which a person interacts with information in all forms from verbal communication to the written word. Critical thinking is the ability to evaluate and analyse information received and to question it. By thoroughly assessing the information provided this will then allow the thinker to come up with judgements based upon their analysis of it (Monash University 2023). This method of thinking and assessing isn’t just being negative towards information but rather taking the time to fully assess all aspects of the information before arriving at a judgement of it. This allows a more unique and refined perspective on the information.
By applying aspects of critical thinking to your work it can help elevate the work you create as it has been known to improve communication between team members in a work environment, it has also been known to help find multiple solutions to issues as the issue itself is now more thoroughly assessed and questioned than it would have been without applying the critical thinking method (Kramer, L 2020). 
There are some people who are born as natural critical thinkers and it is considered a soft skill, however there are ways to train this skill into yourself as Kramer, L (2020) said there are exercises Availble such as working through an issue backword as it forces the person to think about the issue in a new light. This way of thinking allows people to make more informed decisions about tougher more thought requiring subjects as they will research more thoroughly to understand all the consequences of the decision and the benefits of choosing it before ultimately coming up with the final decision (Indeed 2023).
Conclusion
This is typically the last part of text within a report. Conclusions are used to discuss the main findings and topics once again briefly from the main body of text and give the final evaluation (Masterclass 2021). For example, if the report was about 2 opposing ideas on a subject the author can use the conclusion to sum up which idea they thought best and why versus the other idea. Conclusion aren’t used to bring in any new ideas or points to the discussion but to nicely conclude the previous points and for the author to put in their final opinion on the discussion.
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