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In the years following the shocking terrorist attack on the World Trade centre in two thousand and one, there have been many books written analysing the portrayal of Muslims in the media. One of the most notable books in this field is Fueling our Fears (2007) by Nacos, B.L. and Torres-Reyna, O. This is a critical and insightful book, which examines the portrayal of American Muslims in the media before and after the 9/11 attack. In this book, the authors argue that after 9/11, American Muslims were consistently portrayed in the media through a stereotypical lens. They offer a critical analysis of the media coverage, and the serious implications that it had on American society.
The outline of this book is divided into three parts: media overview, statistical research and Islam in America. Nacos and Torres-Reyna’s introduction includes a very general overview of the different types of media which exist, such as newspapers, tv and radio. The authors then proceed to offer a compelling argument: that certain media frameworks exist and are put in to place according to the news topic being aired. They specifically highlight two frameworks: thematic and episodic. Thematic reporting is more likely to assign blame to social conditions or public policies, whilst episodic reporting offers a narrowly focused coverage, influencing audiences to assign blame to one type of individual (Naccos and Torres-Reyna, 2007, p. 4). This offers a thought-provoking and highly intriguing argument, whilst also conveying a well-founded theoretical framework, to interpret their findings.
The second part of the book portrays the authors statistical research, presented in a clear and concise form, through use of grids and tables. The authors examine a timeline ranging from twelve months before 9/11, to the first 9/11 anniversary. The collection of statistics ranges from media topics such as: ‘The Depiction of Muslim Americans before and after 9/11 in four Daily Newspapers’ to more general surveys such as: ‘U.S. public opinion on Islam’ (Nacos and Torres-Reyna, 2007, p. 15 and 65). The authors make extensive use of these statistics, case studies and surveys to argue their theory that Muslims in America were portrayed through an episodic and bias lens in the media after the 9/11 attack. In the final part of the book, the authors discuss other crucial American incidents which involved Islam, such as the Abu Ghraib revelation and Bush’s ‘War on Terror’. They examine how these events may also have affected the way Muslims were perceived in the years following the World Trade Centre attack.
Nacos and Torres-Reyna’s book certainly has numerous positive aspects, and areas in which the literature excels. One prominent aspect of this is the authors examination and discussion of media frameworks: episodic and thematic. This instantly offers both the authors and readers a theoretical perspective in which to draw upon, and to use whilst interpreting research findings. It specifically enables the authors to refine their argument, as they place their data and statistics within this theoretical framework and use it to support their thesis and present their findings. Nacos and Torres-Reyna certainly make exceptional use of this theory in their work. They clearly present their statistical data concerning Muslims in America, and then proceed to interpret it within this framework, supporting their argument and providing substantial evidence to their readers: that the media placed Islam within a narrow and bias category after 9/11.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another area in which Naccos and Torres-Reyna excel is that their research is well balanced and contained. Their statistics offer a considerable timeframe, ranging from one year before 9/11, to one year after. Rather than presenting a vast timeline, the authors examine the most crucial period: a year before and after the event, whilst also securing an array of research to support their argument. The authors examine numerous archived print work and newspapers from the period, analysing their increase in Muslim discussion and portrayals. Naccos and Torres-Reyna make great use of a range of popular American newspapers, such as New York Times, USA Today, New York Post and Daily News (Nacos and Torres-Reyna, 2007, p. 50). This certainly portrays a strong use of sources to support their argument, whilst also offering an array of convincing evidence to aid their thesis.
In addition, another area in which this literature must be praised, is that Nacos and Torres-Reyna not only analyse and discuss American views on Muslims during this period, but they also examine Muslim views on the non-Muslim Americans. This is certainly worthy of praise and enables this book to stand out amongst others in the field, such as Poole’s Reporting Islam (2002) and Afsaruddin’s Contemporary Issues in Islam (2015), who only offer the most common approach: an examination of how Muslims were perceived in Western society after 9/11. In contrast, Nacos and Torres-Reyna offer the counter viewpoint; examining the attitude of Muslims towards non-Muslims, and their opinion on American media and the post 9/11 policies and procedures. This perspective greatly strengthens the literature, as it not only conveys the substantial research that the authors have undertaken, but it also offers a rare approach in this field of study.
A potential criticism of this book is that the authors statistical data seems to merely consist of print media, or newspapers. There are only two small grids in the entire book which refer to tv news station statistics. Both referrals are rather brief, and almost unnecessary, as they are not expanded upon enough to provide sufficient evidence to their argument. As previously discussed, in the introduction to this book Nacos and Torres-Reyna provide an excellent examination of the different types of media which exist, and the impact that they all have on society. However, they then proceed to only make use of print media; specifically, newspapers. It is understandable that a collection of newspaper data alone will certainly result in a more specific and concise area of study to examine, however, it can also enable Nacos and Torres-Reyna’s argument to become almost questionable, as the research is limited to one specific type of media. For a book of this calibre, a greater range of statistical data is almost expected, and so it could lead to their argument becoming misguided.
Another possible critique would be that the book contains no historical information or references. Nacos and Torres-Reyna’s time frame begins one year before 9/11. No references are made to an earlier time frame, before this period. It could clearly be argued that yes, this is understandable, as having a narrow time frame offers a more detailed analysis and means of collecting data. However, for a book in this field: studying the portrayal of Islam in the media, it could be argued that an historical overview or background is almost crucial. For example, a chapter at the beginning of the book giving a brief overview of the history of Islam and its previous prejudice portrayals in the media, such as the U.S hostage crisis in nineteen seventy-nine, would certainly have been useful to the readers, offering them a background and context for the research. Through this lack of historical context, the authors are almost presuming that every reader has a background on Islam and its historical portrayal, and can merely instantly engage with their research, suggesting an inaccurate assumption on the authors behalf.
Ultimately, this book is best aimed towards academic scholars and students, as it is research based. Despite its lack of historical engagement, it is specifically useful for students studying Islam, or the Middle East, as it also offers a useful theoretical framework which could be used to interpret one’s own research and findings. However, it also serves a purpose to anyone who is interested in the recent media portrayal of Islam, as it is an enlightening read on how Muslims are often misrepresented. 
Summarily, this is a well-researched book, and in many areas, such as the framework analysis and discussion of Muslims views, the literature excels. The authors certainly achieved their purpose, as they successfully provide evidence and research to support their argument concerning the increase of stereotypical Muslim representations in the media after 9/11. 
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