Character biography
Polyperchon (the guardian of the kings)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Diodorus 18.55] 

Key dates of events
· Polyperchon was thought to have been born between 390 and 380 BC as debated in ancient scholarship.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Heckel, 1992. P189] 

· There is not much known of the early life of Polyperchon apart from he was of Tymphaian origin.[footnoteRef:3] Polyperchon was the son of Simmias and thought to have a brother, through marriage to his sister, called Andromenes. He was present during the rule of Philp II and is thought to have served in the army.[footnoteRef:4] He then continues to be a political ally of his son Alexander the Great up until Alexander’s death in 323 BC.   [3:  Heckel, 1992. P188]  [4:  Heckel, 1992. P188] 

· There was not much known about his career during the reign of Philip II but it is thought that Polyperchon marched with Alexander to Asia.[footnoteRef:5] He then takes command of the Tymphain brigade, replacing Ptolemaios son of Seleukos who fell at Issos. [footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Heckel, 1992. P189 ]  [6:  Arrian. 2.12.2] 

· Polyperchon had a son called Alexandros ‘long after the late 340’s’ as he was Somatophylax of Philip III Arrihidaios at Triparadeisos in 320 BC.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Plutarch. Demetreus, 9.5] 

· He was one of the prominent veterans that were sent back home in 334 BC by Alexander the Great. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Heckel, 1992. P189] 

· In Winter 331/0 BC, Polyperchon along with Amyntas, Koinos and some cavalry under Philotas’ were sent to the Persian Gates to bridge the Araxes river before Alexander the Great got there.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Heckel, 1992. P190] 

· Polyperchon was not recorded again until 328 BC when he was left at Baktra with Meleagros, Attalos and Gorgias while Alexander the Great conducted a cavalry campaign in Sogdiana.[footnoteRef:10] A year later he was again left behind this time in Sogdiana under the command of Krateros.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Heckel, 1992. P190]  [11:  Arrian. 4.22.1] 

· He also became the Regent of Macedonia in late 319 BC after the death of Antipater.
· Polyperchon went to war with Cassander due to Cassander being passed over by his dad for leadership. Also, due to the difference in ruling styles. “It was clear that Cassander, reinforced by Antigonus, would hold the Greek cities against them…were ruled by oligarchies, and since Cassander would also gain as allies both Ptolemy the ruler of Egypt, and Antigonus…and each of them possessed great armies and abundant wealth and was master of many nations…”[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Diodorus 18.55] 

· According to Diodorus: “…Polyperchon wrote to Argos and the other cities, ordering them to exile those who had been leaders of the governments in the time of Antipater — even to condemn certain of them to death and to confiscate their property — in order that these men, completely stripped of power, might be unable to co‑operate with Cassander in any way.”[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Diodorus 18.57] 

· Last known alive 304BC which may be due to the loss of Diodorus’s works since have been lost. But Plutarch's Life of Pyrrhus 8.3 mentions that Polyperchon could live into the 3rd century.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Plutarch's Life of Pyrrhus 8.3] 


Debate on his character:
· Plutarch was another major writer of ancient history and suggests that “For instance, we are told that when he [Pyrrhus] was asked at a drinking-party whether he thought Python or Caphisias the better flute-player, he replied that Polyperchon was a good general”. [footnoteRef:15] this also suggests that even when asked about a different subject people always comment on his superiory generalship. [15:  Plut Pyrrh, 8.7] 

· There is also a different take on Polyperchon’s character of being able to enjoy himself even in his old age by Athenaeus reporting that, “…Duris the Samian, in the seventeenth book of his Histories, says that Polyperchon, though a very old man, danced whenever he was drunk…”[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Athenaeus: The Deipnosophists, BOOK 4 Translated by C.D.Yonge (1854). A few words and spellings have been changed. 155.42.] 

· He was held in honour by the Macedonians, “ …a man who was inferior to no one of the Macedonians, either as a commander or in respect of his general reputation…”[footnoteRef:17] Diodorus also confirms that in the beginning Polyperchon had strong support in Macedonia.[footnoteRef:18] [17:  Athenaeus: The Deipnosophists, BOOK 4 Translated by C.D.Yonge (1854). A few words and spellings have been changed. 155.42.]  [18:  Diodorus. 18.54.2] 

· Diodorus mentions how Polyperchon was instrumental in encouraging Olympias back to Macedonia after her dispute with Cassander. “He also wrote to Olympias, the mother of Alexander, who was staying in Epirus because of her quarrel with Cassander, asking her to return to Macedonia as soon as possible, to take charge of the son of Alexander, and to assume responsibility for him until he should become of age and receive his father's kingdom.”[footnoteRef:19] This shows that Polyperchon was an important character in the court of Alexander and that he was able to write directly to Olympias. It also shows that the old allies of the Achaemenian line are still valid and important to Polyperchon. He is placing himself against Cassander and demonstrating his loyalty to Alexander and the old order.    [19:  Diodorus 18.57] 
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