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[bookmark: _Toc48159481]Research Topic 
The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) - Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
[bookmark: _Toc48159482]Introduction
The virtual learning environment were introduced so that students can progress to active learners from a passive one. Active learners will promotes critical thinking skills that are important for the transferring the clinical setting knowledge. A VLE will form an increasing environment that will help the organizations to increasing its learning patterns. VLEs were widely used in education in the various sectors that are typically used to deliver instructional materials and also facilitates communication. When provided with an online learning platforms the students will create an online environment that will make it easy for the students to have access to review lecture notes, assignments, quizzes, exercise notes, and also various learning materials that will help them to develop as well as examine various subjects that are of their interests as well as work on the projects that are required in the module. Various organizations have adopted the virtual learning approach but some are using the environment in a blended way that will combine the in class activities with the support a Learning Management System (LMS). This is an alternative method to the traditional classroom based approach (SCAND,. 2020) 
[bookmark: _Toc48159483]Research Rationale 
The benefits of using a virtual learning can be seen in positive practices from various studies. Thus VLE is being used efficiently in various organizations that includes the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Also during the spread of pandemic when all the students are at their homes are not being able to attend schools physically. Therefore The VLE has helped the students to attend their courses through their homes and continue with their growth. There are various advantages of this system and further the importance of the system will be discussed in the below research. 
[bookmark: _Toc48159484]Research aim 
The research majorly aims to analyse the impact and importance of Virtual Learning Environment on the students and the faculty of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
[bookmark: _Toc48159485]Research Objectives
· To analyse the impact the VLE is having on the learning experience of the students of the University.
· To collect information on the experience of the through by conducting a primary research. 
·  To analyse the previous researches that are based on the topic of virtual learning so as to conduct the secondary research successfully. 
· To understand the importance of the virtual learning platform Moodle in development and growth of the students.
· To understand the loopholes that exists in Moodle and due to which students are facing challenges. 
· To provide recommendations to the University that will help to further improve the learning experience of the students. 
[bookmark: _Toc48159486]Literature Review
According to Taylor and Francis,. (2020) there are various benefits of using a virtual learning environment. The use of VLE can lead forming of small groups who engage with each other through the VLE and also makes an individual a little less embarrassed and more confident and motivates them to share their ideas increasingly. The tutors who are monitoring the virtual environment can work towards encouraging the students who want to actively participate and at the same time also provide a platform for the students who lack self-confidence and help them to increase their communication skills. Integration of the information through the online delivering of the module and then initiating an online discussion or even dividing the students into teams can increase the participation of the students which in turn can increase the understanding of the students regarding a particular subject. As per Herrera Mosquera,. (2017) through the VLE it also becomes easier for the students to adapt easily to the skills that are extremely important in the communicating. VLEs are also used by the teachers who can use this platform to easily provide examination to the students from anywhere and everywhere. The teachers can upload documents that will help them to upload home works from almost anywhere and everywhere. The learning materials can be further shared for learning and discussion in the classrooms. The VLEs can also be used for storing content online that will be further easily accessible to the students as well as the teachers. The participation of the students in completing a module and checking their progress online can be further monitored by the teachers. Some universities use such platforms to communicate with the students for the requirements in the class and the preparations that needs to be done by the students. As per Kiat et al,. (2016) the assignment details are also sent over the VLEs that helps students to complete their assignments in an easier way. The teachers also use the VLEs to conduct tests on the basis of each chapter that is completed so that it helps the teachers to keep a check on the knowledge of the students and also the students can benefit to check their progress in understanding of the lectures and assess themselves. Therefore we can say that the VLEs have been extremely beneficial for the students as well as teachers to use VLE in order to conduct modules and deliver lectures in an easy way and also conduct examinations that will help the students to achieve success in gaining knowledge about a particular subject (Beno and Olvecky,. 2019) 
[bookmark: _Toc48159487]Research Methodology 
In a research project the research methods helps the researcher to connect the research or the findings about the topic of the research with its aims and objectives. There are various tools that are present within the scope of the research methodology which helps in conducting the research about the topic (Snyder,. 2019). In the following research we have used primary as well as secondary research to support the basis of the research and collect data regarding the topic. The primary research will be conducted by surveying the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus and around 30 students will be selected for this on a random basis. The secondary research will be conducted by analysing the articles and the journals that will be helpful for providing information about the use of VLEs. Finally the research finding will be summarised that will help us to know about the information collected through quantitative as well qualitative analysis. 
[bookmark: _Toc48159488]Analysis of findings 
[bookmark: _Toc48159489]Primary Research 
The below primary research has been conducted by surveying 30 students in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The research has been conducted in order to collect data and analyse the impact of VLE Moodle on students. The primary research will help in fulfilling our aims and objectives for the research. 
Q1. What is your Gender?

Q2. Do you use Moodle on a daily basis?

Through the above chart we can clearly see that VLE-Moodle is used by 70% students in the University and rest 30% do not use the VLE Moodle on a daily basis. 
Q3. Has the Moodle impacted the way you study?

In the above chart we can see that most of the students have opted for a yes option for the question where Moodle has impacted the way they take classes and study.

Q4. Have you accessed Moodle anywhere else other than your classroom?


Here 50 percent students have said that they access Moodle from other areas other than their classrooms. The rest 50% students have said that they do not access Moodle from anywhere else other than their classroom. 
Q5. Do you find the tests and quizzes on the VLEs platform a convenient mode?

In the above chart we can see that 60% students have opted for a No when it comes to tests and quizzes and Moodle. This shows that students do not appreciate the online tests that are conducted via VLEs. The rest 40% students find appreciate the tests that are conducted through The VLE-Moodle. 
Q6. Do you find VLE Moodle easy to use?

In the above chart we can see that 50 percent students have opted for the option yes where they think that Moodle is not easy to use. This tells us that the VLE Moodle has complicated features that makes it difficult for the students to use the platform. The rest 20 percent students find Moodle easy to use and 30 percent students find it sometimes easy to use. 
Q7. Do you think that there should be improvement in the features of the VLE-Moodle?

In the above chart we can see that 60% students have opted for a strongly agree that there should be improvement in the VLE-Moodle features. This shows that the Moodle needs to be improvement. Rest 5% people are neutral about the improvement in the VLE- Moodle. The 35% students do not agree to the fact that there should be improvement in the Moodle. 
[bookmark: _Toc48159490]Secondary Research 
Analysis 1: The influence of Virtual learning Environment in Students performance
Virtual learnings have always focussed and also associated with formal learnings and have worked towards strengthening relationships between teachers, students and parents. Through the passing of the time there has been an increasing interest in the virtual learning systems that are supported by the internet. The concept of virtual learning id a Dynamic concept that is used by a large number of schools and colleges. The learnings through the internet process are slowly taking the shape of mediators instead of physical books. The rapid development in E-books have also changed the way how the students are acquiring knowledge. However the concept of virtual learnings environment involves several dimensions. VLEs help the institution to provide great quality as well as quantity of information with an ease of access that they can monitor to impact the education system in a positive way (Files.eric.ed.gov. 2020)
Analysis 2: Impact of implementing a Virtual Learning Environment in the EFL Classroom
Apart from the benefits that are bought in by the virtual learnings in the form of teachings and knowledge there are also some disadvantages that are bought in by the Virtual learnings. We say that students can easily learn from the online classes or various platforms but children nowdays are already using a lot of digitised platforms and well informed by such technologies. Some students are already into the habit of reading e-books online while some parents use various online techniques and platforms to inculcate learning in the toddlers. Thus children are growing up with such environment around them and may not find anything new and interesting in the online platforms that are created for learnings. In fact this can impact the health of the students in a negative way by impacting their eyesight and brain. Also all students and teachers may not have equal access to the technological gadgets or advancements that are experienced by few individuals. Also some teachers may not find this comfortable way of educating the students due to difficulty in dealing with the new gadgets. Thus we can say that along with advantages there are disadvantages to the online learning platforms (Mosquera,. 2017)  
[bookmark: _Toc48159491]Conclusion 
The above research report is based on the study about the VLE platform of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Therefore we can say that the above report analyses about the impact of the VLE- Moodle on the students. This aim has been met by performing a primary analysis. However the secondary analysis as well as the literature review has helped other universities as well and impacted the life of individuals in a positive as well as negative way. Thus the report was able to collect as well analyse data on the research topic successfully. 
[bookmark: _Toc48159492]Recommendations
There are a few recommendations that can be provided to the University on the basis of the above research:-
· The first recommendation is making the platform easy to use by the students and therefore much easier so that they can access it. 
· The second one being that the online test should be reduced to a few rather than assessing the students on a frequent basis. 
· The third recommendation would be there should be more features that should be provided through Moodle so that the students are up to date with the all the modules that are conducted through the VLE platform. 
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