Findings and Conclusion 
This chapter will provide an overview of the primary research findings and will re visit the three key objectives outlined in the introduction to see if the objectives of the dissertation have been achieved. Will also look to identify if the findings support or contradict the findings of the research in the literature review. 
Summary of Primary Findings
The aim of this survey is to explore officer safety and identify if it is crucial for all front-line officers to carry a taser by asking the participants a series of questions related to the topic. The information collected from the online questionnaire was completed by 12 participants with an even split of respondents from both inside and outside of the force. In general, the data collected supports the need for all officers to carry a taser, this opposes Nina Meyer’s (2023) study who identifies tasers are not required by all officers and are being used when not necessarily needed if officers have access to them. The results display a clear divide between those in and outside the force, this suggests the findings for those outside the force may have been influenced by negative views in the media relating to tasers or due to a lack of knowledge on the topic.
Objectives
To explore if officers feel that all frontline officers should be taser trained. 
When asked this 85% of participants agreed with officers carrying taser, this contradicts the studies by Alpert and Dunham (2010) who discuss the abuse of the taser when given to all officers as opposed to being used only when justified. Moreover this corresponds with the data provided by Northampshire Police where the Chief Constable states it is necessary to arm all front line staff with a taser and eliminate any myths around its use (Northampshire Police, 2024). Based on the statistics for England and Wales published by the Home office (Nov 2023) it shows a decrease in the use of taser in the year ending March 2023, compared to year ending March 2022, this could oppose the need for all staff to carry a taser as it suggests that there isn’t an increased need for it. 

The participants were asked to elaborate on their answer to this in their own words to confirm why they agree or disagree with all officers being taser trained. Those who agreed all highlighted the fact that the taser provides protection for the officer as well as acting as a deterrent to help reduce crime. Interestingly those that disagreed also all had the same reasoning for this that not all officers would be safe to carry a taser due to not having the ability to do so safely. This supports investigations from the IOPC regarding misuse of taser from 2015-2020 it highlights use of prolonged taser discharge showing that not everyone can use it effectively, causing medical problems and even unnecessary deaths (IOPC, 2021). When analysing the data it shows that majority of cases were individuals who had other medical issues which means it could be argued that it wasn’t specifically the taser that caused the death.

To explore if the taser is the safest weapon for front-line officers to use.
To analyse this objective, we asked participants if they felt taser was the most effective piece of equipment as well as giving them the opportunity to elaborate in their own words their reasoning for this answer. The primary data collected showed a direct split between those in and outside the force with 100% of public answering ‘yes’ meanwhile 100% of officers answering ‘no’. Those participants outside of the force align with studies carried out by A.Dymond in2019 where White (2014) states that the taser is generally seen as highly effective and believed to enhance officer safety.  However, this response may be due to the lack of knowledge on other equipment available to officers. Those within the force have a different view to participants from outside the force this may be influenced by those within the force knowing the implications of taser use and the fact they need to be able to justify it and the reports that are required to be sent to the taser team post discharging it. This is supported by the data collected as all participants within the force stated that handcuffs were the safest and most effective weapon for front line officers. This is supported by reports from Police Service of Northern Ireland (2023) who discuss that the use of handcuffs as the safest option to restrain a potentially violent individual, therefore minimising the need for other tactical options and an escalating use of force. Data reported by NPCC in 2017 shows that the taser was the most effective use of force 68% of the time. The only use of force that had a higher effective rate was Firearms (97%), Police dog (84%) and Physical Confrontation (84%).

To identify if police having a tasers acts as a deterrent and see if it increases officer safety.
When analysing the primary data collected it was found that 100% of the participants believe that the taser acts as a deterrent. This is supported by records reported by the Home Office (2023) which show that for year ending March 2023 out of 33,531 incidents involving the use of taser it was only actually discharged 2978 times (9%). Showing that 88% of the time the taser was drawn it wasn’t discharged, which suggests the presence of the taser was enough to de escalate the situation. Their data shows 3% of results were unstated as to whether they were/were not discharged. This is also the same view. This also supports data reported in 2019 from NPCC who state that between 2014 and 2016 the taser was only discharge 18% of the time, again highlighting its presence acted as a deterrent. All online research supports the this objective and there is very limited information stating that the taser doesn’t work as a deterrent. 
Recommendations
Upon completion of this study I have identified the below recommendations.
1. A larger number of participants are needed to get a wider understanding of the subject. The larger sample size the more accurate the results will be. Need to ensure it is still an equal split between those in and outside the force. 
2. It may be suitable to provide some learning/training for all participants as a lack of knowledge from those participants outside the force may have swayed the results. This could be done by educating all people to ensure they have a better understanding of the subject. 
Word Count: 1093






References
Alpert, G. P., & Dunham, R. G. (2010). Policy and Training Recommendations Related to Police Use of CEDs: Overview of Findings From a Comprehensive National Study. Police Quarterly, 13(3), 235-259. https://doi.org/10.1177/1098611110373993 (Accessed 01 June 2024)
(2023) Chapter 6 handcuffs. Available at: https://www.psni.police.uk/sites/default/files/2023-07/Chapter 6 - Handcuffs.pdf (Accessed: 06 June 2024). 
Dymond, A. (2019). Towards a socio-technical understanding of discretion: a case study of Taser and police use of force. Policing and Society, 30(9), 998–1012. https://doi.org/10.1080/10439463.2019.1660338
Meyer, N. (2023) The lethal impact of police taser guns, Saunders Law. Available at: https://www.saunders.co.uk/news/the-lethal-impact-of-police-taser-guns/#:~:text=Despite%20being%20marketed%20as%20a,life%2Dthreatening%20and%20debilitating%20injuries. (Accessed: 01 June 2024). 
Police use of force statistics, England and Wales: April 2022 to March 2023 (no date) GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-use-of-force-statistics-april-2022-to-march-2023/police-use-of-force-statistics-england-and-wales-april-2022-to-march-2023#ced-conducted-energy-device-use (Accessed: 06 June 2024). 
(2021) Review of IOPC cases involving the use of taser 2015-2020. Available at: https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/IOPC_Taser_review_2021.pdf (Accessed: 06 June 2024). 
(2024) Taser - what is it and how do we use it? | northamptonshire police. Available at: https://www.northants.police.uk/police-forces/northamptonshire-police/areas/northamptonshire-force-content/sd/stats-and-data/taser/ (Accessed: 06 June 2024). 
(March 2019) Working Group on less lethal weapons. Available at: https://www.npcc.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/publications/publications-log/2020/an-analysis-of-taser-use-in-british-policing.pdf (Accessed: 06 June 2024). 

