The research topic that I propose is ‘whether pupils in a secondary school setting, think that Religious Education should be a compulsory subject and whether it has any relevance to their lives today’.  The way in which I will ascertain this information is by using the approach of a one to one semi structured interview, as well as a questionnaire, with a range of school pupils from Key stages three to five. 
Before any educational research is undertaken I will need to gain the authorization of my university supervisor, who has to endorse my research topic.  This is then followed by the universities ethics committee, to make certain that whilst carrying out my research I do so ethically and protect all parties involved.  As a matter of importance I will read and follow BERA’S Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (2018), as well as the university code of practice (UWTSD, 2017) as instructed under university policy.
While undertaking any research there are certain constraints that I will have to work within, these being ethical and legal implications.  It is of the utmost importance that these are adhered to as my research involves working with children, some of who could potentially be vulnerable and have safeguarding issues.  As my sample of pupils will be random I cannot guarantee that pupils within the sample will not have safeguarding issues or be part of a vulnerable group, however by having knowledge of what their issues are by using their pupil profiles, I can ensure that these children are not at any risk during my research.  One issue that could emerge is that of gaining a pupils full consent, I intend to address this by ensuring that pupils are fully aware and understand what is expected of them, so that they can make an informed decision as to whether they would like to give their consent.  If at any point I feel that a pupil cannot comprehend what is expected of them through giving their consent, I will withdraw that pupil from my research as it would be ethically right to do so, as a persons consent cannot legally be gained without capacity to do so (British Psychological Society, 2008). 
Before any research is undertaken I will ensure that all participants will have an understanding of the research proposed, its purpose, their involvement in said research and their right to withdraw consent at any given time.  This will be given in the form of a succinct leaflet that I will post as a homework task through the medium of class charts to make certain that it has been accessed.  Once I have ascertained that this has been completed I will then proceed to provide participants with a form, which will include key information such as how their data will be used and how long their data will be retained before it is erased.  How their interview will be documented, with the use of a dictaphone and then transcribed promptly, if this is an issue for any participant I will take notes in the interview and state in my work where I have done so.  The participants right to withdraw at any time will also be included on this form, I will then obtain written consent from each individual, this measure is undertaken to protect all those involved and adheres to ethical guidelines of research.
During educational research it is of utmost importance to protect participants from any harm both physically and emotionally.  To reduce the risk of harm I will be conducting the research myself in a school in which I have worked as a supply teacher. This hopefully will be reassuring to pupils as they have met me previously and they are in their school setting in which they are familiar with.  I will also reiterate to participants their right of withdrawal at any point during my research and reassure them that any information collected is confidential and they will have anonymity when referred to in my research.  The data collected including, written notes, dictaphone recordings and other raw data will be stored on a password protected laptop to which I am the only one with access and a back up copy will be kept on an external hard drive.  Both of which will be stored in a secure environment, however if needed while working as a supply teacher, the laptop and hard drive will not be left unattended at any point and any raw data collected that Is no longer required will be erased.  I will ensure that I do not connect to any networks other than my own home broadband ensuring safety of the information I have obtained by using a secure network.
Whilst conducting my research it is vital for me to be aware of the schools whistle blowing policy and procedure, with regards to finding myself in a situation in which I am uncomfortable with and feel that I need to report.  This would be my first port of call if the situation was urgent and the other would be to inform my university supervisor if it was a less pressing matter.  
Any of the participants in my research have the right to request the data I have of them under the General Data Protection Regulation (2018), they may also enquire to see my work whether it be the final piece or a debrief.  Following BERA’s Ethical Guidelines (2018) I will ensure that anonymity is upheld for both participants and the school in which my research is undertaken, if I have to refer to a specific participant this will be done by using pseudonyms such participant X or participant Y, the school will also be given a pseudonym.  
I have opted for one to one semi structured interviews as a way to obtain data from my participants, due to the fact that I would like detailed answers, I feel that using this method is the best way to ascertain that.  This method will enable flexibility if I feel that I could prompt the participant to give more detail or explore an avenue of interest.  Another reason as to why I have opted for this method is because of the age of the participants who can often be swayed by the opinions of their peers, by conducting a one to one interview it ensures that it is only their opinion that they are voicing.  However, the limitation of this method is that it is time consuming compared to other methods that can be used and usually indicates that a smaller sample size will be collected.  I have opted to use questionnaires also as some participants may feel the need to please the researcher, buy using a questionnaire it allows pupils to give honest opinions without any comment or reaction from the researcher, they may not feel under pressure to please.






Bibliography
BERA (2019) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research 2018, 4th Edition.  Available from: https://www/bera.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/BERA-Ethical-Guidelines-for-Education-Research_4thEdn_2018.pdf 
[Accessed 25th March 2020]

The British Psychological Society (2008) Conducting research with people not having the capacity to consent to their participation.  Available from: https://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/bps_guidelines_for_conducting_research_with_people_not_having_capacity_to_consent.pdf
 [Accessed 28th March 2020]

UWTSD (2016) Research Data Management Policy.  Available from: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/strategies-policies/Research-Data-Management-Policy-27.01.16.pdf
[Accessed 25th March 2020]

UWTSD (2017) Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice 2017-2020.  Available from: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/research/research-ethics-integrity-code-practice.pdf
[Accessed 25th March 2020]
