 
Identifying my main argument

My Main argument for the essay, is that of the need to show a critically balanced light upon the hidden darkness that lays within the Niger Delta, Moden day colonialism and the Damage oil companies have had caused throughout  the region. 
How I will organise my essay


Looking to find evidence showing environmental damage. Show evidence of harm due to industrial failings in safe working practises, Health and safety to employees and local population. Look for Cause and effect, find evidence and reports to confirm any admission of guilt regarding damage. Views from oil companies, and any statements provided by locals affected by oil spillage and the burning off gas from oil refineries. 
Find reports and articles relating to any court proceedings conducted in relation to the drilling for oil and the damaged related to the drilling. Read scientific reports and articles to help find a balanced view on damage in the area and its effect on the local population. I will be looking to get as much of a balanced opinion as possible by taking note of arguments on both sides, considering the needs of the Government, and trying to see how this sits with the wants and needs of the People of the Niger Delta. 
My main argument is to look at the oil company’s and the Nigerian Governments actions taken towards Ken Sara-Wiwa and the other campaigner’s for standing up for the rights of the people of the region.
 The lack of investment given back to the community in the way of finance toward health and education, and environmental damage. I hope to include a look at how colonialism from the past and in the present influences the world we live in today. With a look at modern day slavery plus why colonialism appears not to have disappeared and seems to be relevant when we think how big companies work around the world. How influential countries use their wealth and power to help decision making on important developments within the developing world 




                          Engaging with one Scholarly Viewpoint Relevant to my essay.
 
Examining my interest in the topic of the oil industry’s work in Nigeria and modern day colonialisation has led me to read articles and books on the subject.
One name that keeps coming to mind is that of Dan Gretton the author of the book I YOU WE THEM published in 2019. His work interestingly investigates the thinking of senior employees working for oil companies within the Niger delta, and how they view their working practises while working in the industry. He takes care not to call those working in the industry evil and looks at the comparison of actions taken by officials over time and the possibility of compartmentalised thinking. 
On having interviewed Gretton goes on to say he is still amazed that this man has agreed to see him. He was one of Shell’s most influential figures in the 1990s and was part of the team which had to co-ordinate the executive response to the media storms surrounding both Brent Spar and the executions of Ken Saro-Wiwa and his eight fellow Ogoni. He later played a key role in the birth of the so-called ‘Corporate Social Responsibility’ movement in the late 1990’s. Gretton, D. (2019 p733).
I find myself having to question Gretton on the subject of ‘Ethical Compartmentalisation’ and not being evil. He takes the example of the actions in Germany in the 1930s and draws a line leading through history’s most evil of actions towards humans and makes the connection with the way oil giants have acted within the Niger Delta. 
This makes me look much further to find evidence relating to this way of thinking, it seems to me that the comparison to oil workers and the treatment of indigenous people may come under a different level of actions, which would make it difficult but not an impossible comparison. 
Having found myself critically looking into Gretton’s view on the ways and whys we react in relation to acts that are extremely damaging to people and the environment, and into the actions of oil companies and that of governments in many cases towards their own people,  do we then have to look at the possibility of different levels of evilness separating the individuals actions from that of one influenced by a larger groups action , following orders or simply being allowed to be over looked when it suits the time and place we are in.
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