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Title: The impact financially of Covid-19 on restaurants, pubs and café within Llandysul area.
Introduction
This research is about The Impact of Covid-19 on pubs, cafes and restaurants within the Llandysul area. I would like to find out how these businesses have been affected and how they have managed through the bad times of Covid-19 and the lockdown. This will be of interest not only to me as I hope to run a catering business in this area but also to all the managers and owners of catering businesses in the area and the locals who support these businesses.
Mini Literature Review 
(McGuigan) research highlights that the Covid-19 crisis has had a devastating impact within the UK job market, with a vast number of redundancies and uncertainties for the livelihoods of many people within the UK. The government understands the impact this could have on people’s long-term mental and physical health. This has also detrimentally affected employees’ career development.
(Grieb) I think it is safe to say that the last few months have been a roller-coaster of emotions for many people. In April, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) showed that 80% of people working from home due to the covid-19 pandemic. Not only has the pandemic had a significant impact on the approach of working from home. This has also had a big impact and long-lasting implications on the way we feel about work.
Detailed Strategy/Methodology
The research method I will be using and why I have chosen it. I am going to be using qualitative research by conducting semi-structured interviews (SSI) to enhance the depth of the research by using primary quantitative data, which will be collected in the form of a questionnaire. SSIs are an efficient way for primary data collection when the researcher would like to gather qualitative, open-ended data and also to investigate participants’ thoughts, opinions and emotions about a topic. Finally SSIs enable the researcher to explore personal and even sensitive issues.  In using SSI’s  I will ask open-ended questions in which my questions cannot be answered with a simple "yes" or "no." From these answers, I will ask follow-up questions to gain and find out more reasons for the participants views. Open-ended questions begin with how and are broad and can be answered in detail for example how did the restaurant survive during the pandemic? 
I will also be going round to the local businesses and handing out questionnaires. This is to gain quantitative data. This data should be easier to analyse that the data from the SSIs. The data should be precise and therefore reliable.  By employing both qualitative and quantitative data I hope to improve the analysis of my research by ensuring that the limitations of one type of data are balanced by the strengths of the other. This will improve the reliability of the findings. This is sometimes referred to as triangulation. Different methods of data collection are employed on the same study.  It is used for enhancing validity, and I hope to create a more detailed picture of how businesses in the food industry have been able to survive in my local area. 
	
	

	
	


Within my village, there are approximately nine food-based companies that I will also be going into and conducting semi-structured interviews. I will be recording them and then transcribing the interviews. These transcripts will then be put into the appendix of the study. The recording will be destroyed once they are transcribed. Themes drawn from these interviews will be identified and then discussed in the analysis.



To explain how I will be analysing the data and drawing up a thematic analysis.  This will be completed by analysing the qualitative data. This is usually applied to the use of texts, like interview transcripts where the researcher will closely examine the data used to identify the common themes or topics, there are many approaches to conducting thematic analysis, but the most common areas are as follows:
· Generating themes
· Familiarisation
· Reviewing themes
· Coding
· Writing up
· Defining and naming themes
Thematic analysis is the most flexible method that can be used and can be adapted to so many other kinds of research. This method is suitable when trying to find people’s views, knowledge, opinions, and experiences within a set of qualitative data from interview transcripts or survey responses. (Caulfield).
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Ethical Considerations
The data will be stored, so it is confidential, and the people remain anonymous. (my-peer). They will be known as participant A, B, C etc., as I will be following the University's code of conduct and ethics. All information will be kept on a password-protected computer. There are many different ethical considerations to be considered while collecting primary data for research, such as :
· Voluntary participation: This means that people who participate are free from coercion. Participants would be free to withdraw at any time without receiving any negative impact on their involvement within any future services.
· Anonymity: This is more of a stricter form of privacy where the identity remains unknown. This would be more difficult to achieve confidentiality as the participants are usually known to the researcher.
· Informed consent: This means the person that is participating in this evaluation will be fully informed of the purpose of the project, who would be funding it, and who would have access to it. The main purpose of informed consent is that the participant can make an informed decision.
· Do no harm: This could be physical or psychological and would often be in the form of stress, anxiety, pain, self-esteem or even invasion of privacy. This would be important that the evaluation process would not harm anyone in any way possible.
· Only assess relevant components: This would only access the components that would be relevant to the program that is being conducted. With the population sometimes being used as guinea pigs, they are asked all sorts of questions that would not be relevant or of any interest to the groups conducting the program. This would make it important to keep focused at all times.

Limitations
The weaknesses of this research proposal are that many catering places have had to close down within my local village due to the Covid-19 lockdown, so I may not have the opportunity to ask them for their views as they have already closed permanently. I feel this would have been beneficial to my research, so this leaves me very limited to the places that have managed to stay open. As Llandysul is a small village, it does not have many places that cater for food. However, this small research I would hope would be of interest to anyone hoping to set a new food business in order to find out how the businesses that still are open have managed to do so despite the financial hardships caused by Covid-19.  The village has one café, three pubs, and three takeaways. Most of these places have very limited staff now as many were laid off or furloughed. The problem with a small village is, it will take time to recover from the difficulties that Covid-19 has left.
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