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THE EFFECT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

1.0 INTRODUCTION
The objective for this study is to see if students are adjusting well to online learning because the use of technology in education is very common these days, in addition is to identify which areas of virtual learning are most helpful to students and whether the areas which they find unhelpful can be further developed. 

2.0 BACKGROUND
The use of computers and the technology in education is not new, and many researchers have made studies into their usefulness when teaching and studying. Bangert (2004) studied the benefits of using computer technology to have more flexibility in teaching and learning. Cortizo et al (2010) said that ‘blended learning’ which is a mixture of online and traditional learning, is an ideal concept for the future. However, some research has stated that there are still factors that hinder teachers from fully embracing technology (Al-Senaidi et al, 2009).
 Limniou and Smith (2010) wrote a paper after doing research on the perspectives of teachers and students on using a virtual learning environment and if they responded well to it. They conducted research at an engineering school and got the responses of both the teachers and also the students on how easy it was to upload and access materials, respectively, on their chosen virtual learning environment. According to their findings, both teachers and students found that the presence of the virtual learning environment helped their teaching and learning but they responded differently as to how the online courses helped them. Both groups said that they thought the addition of online learning created a motivated atmosphere that helped students learn more - but, the students also said that they preferred that a more interactive learning experience could be delivered through their virtual learning environment, rather than just the pure access to learning materials online. This correlates with the above findings where students said they found it easy to access learning materials, but preferred that lectures be conducted live, possibly so as to bring a more interactive experience where they could ask questions, etc. 



3.0 METHOD
The methodology chosen by the writer of this paper has been to conduct surveys. In order to accurately assess the reactions of the students whose learning has shifted online, the writer feels that it is necessary to get their answers to specific questions. Therefore, surveys seemed to be the best method to achieve this end. Because of the pandemic, these surveys have been conducted online for maximum safety. The research has been conducted through the online survey platform of Survey Monkey. The writer created ten questions that asked students about their experiences using a virtual learning environment. More specifically, these questions were crafted to figure out if they found that shifting to a virtual learning environment 

4.0 RESULTS 
Primary data analysis based on survey result ( Survey shown at the appendix below)

QUESTION ONE
The first question asks if the students who have shifted to online learning have found that it has benefited them. Just over fifty percent of respondents have said that they feel that it has benefited them, while about forty-five percent responded that the change was not significant enough. None of the respondents answered that the shift had negatively affected them. This seems to point to how students do not have a negative reaction to virtual learning. This can indicate that students are already equipped and familiar with technology, especially with Moodle, so that the transition to full time virtual learning is not a big one. What is key to take from this piece of data, is that not one of the respondents answered that the shift to a virtual learning environment has found that the presence of a virtual learning environment has negatively impacted them. This could be taken to mean that students find the presence of a virtual learning environment to be quite helpful in their studies and that this is a great tool for learning in the 21st century. 
QUESTION TWO
The second question posed was whether or not students preferred their studies from home or if they thought that learning at school was better. Similar to the results of the first question, the students’ responses were split nearly evenly. Approximately fifty-five percent of the students answered in the affirmative - they preferred learning from home. While about forty-five percent of respondents answered that they did not find learning from home better than learning at school. This data can be interpreted in various ways, pointing to the fact that maybe learning from home has allowed students to be more in control of their time. It can also point to how students may feel that they prefer online learning but only because it is safer to stay at home during the pandemic. In the end, the results of this question point to how students these days are now quite familiar with conducting most day to day interactions through online platforms - because of this familiarity, traditional face-to-face learning in physical classrooms can be said to be not as important as they used to be. 
QUESTION THREE
The third question asks whether or not students have found it easy to access their learning materials in their virtual learning environment, in the case of many of these respondents that is Moodle. There is more of a difference in the answers for this question. Nearly seventy percent of students responded that accessing their learning materials on their respective virtual learning environments have been easy - a clear majority. While just over thirty percent of respondents answered that it was neither easy nor difficult to access learning materials on their virtual learning environments. This data can be understood to mean that, once again, students find that having online learning, either fully or as an added element to traditional learning, can only help and aid their studies. Supplementary to the results for the questions above, this correlates with the analysis that students have found that integrating technology into their learning is not proving to be an obstacle to their learning. Further, this question asks about a specific aspect of online learning - accessing materials. 
QUESTION FOUR
This question asks about the role of the university in facilitating online learning. It is very important that the University helps the students in the transition to learning using a virtual learning environment. The answers to this question can point to whether the familiarity with which the students seem to approach online learning comes in part or fully from the support and guidance they receive from the university. The clear majority of respondents answered that they feel ‘satisfied’ with the university’s support during the transition to a virtual learning environment - this is more pertinent than ever due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
QUESTION FIVE
The fifth question asks whether the focus of the students have been affected due to online learning during lectures and/or tutorials. A majority of the students - almost seventy percent - of respondents said that their focus has not changed as a result of online lectures or tutorials. This seems to point to the idea that students are quite comfortable with the integration of technology into traditional learning - to find that there is almost no difference with their focus speaks to the positive effect of an online learning environment. Over twenty percent of students answered that it was actually easy to focus during lectures and/or tutorials. This is a good indicator that a greater ambit for online learning is conducive to education. However, a small minority indicated that focus was actually difficult, it can be assumed as compared to traditional live face-to-face lectures and/or tutorials. Although it is a small minority, it is still a matter for further research to see how that ten percent of students can be aided in their focus for learning online. 
QUESTION SIX
This question asks about how students have adjusted their schedules to accommodate learning online, especially in this time of the pandemic where everyone has been instructed to stay at home and thus classes have shifted to an online setting. Surprisingly, almost half of the students said that they actually found it ‘very helpful’ for their day to day schedule that universities have shifted to a virtual learning environment, and over twenty percent of students said that they really found it extremely helpful. Their answers can tell us a lot about who they are as students: some of the respondents must have part time work or have children because the shift online has allowed them to decide when they will study and do their coursework.
QUESTION SEVEN
This question asks students if they like having their lectures recorded or whether they prefer this live. In the case of live lectures, this could mean that they like their lectures live online through a platform such as Zoom or Microsoft Teams. Majority of students answered saying that they like it better when lectures are live. This is a positive response as to how effective their online learning environment is. They could mean that they prefer it live because they can ask lecturers questions during the lecture or tutorial if they need it. They will not be able to ask questions if the lecture is recorded. 
QUESTION EIGHT
All the questions so far have seen a positive response from students when they are asked about the online learning environment. This would seem to mean that the students prefer better learning from home rather than in an actual physical school. However, when asked if they would like to continue learning through a virtual learning environment compared to going back to school, almost seventy percent answered that they would still like to go back to school and only a third of respondents said they wanted to stay in learning with a virtual learning environment. This gives insight to how students view the inclusion of the virtual learning environment in their education. They like that it helps them and makes things easier like being able to control their own time, but for long-term they respond that they want to go back to physical school. 
QUESTION NINE
The next question asks if students feel like their attendance is better for in person classes or online classes. Nearly two thirds of all the respondents said that their attendance is better online, with the rest saying it feels just about the same. This might be said to be a good indicator of motivation for students for online classes, that they may prefer attending online classes versus in person. 
QUESTION TEN
Lastly, the author asked the students if they feel like the use of the virtual learning environment has disadvantaged them. This question is trying to see how students feel towards having a virtual learning environment and trying to gauge if they are more likely to continue their education if it is conducted online. About fifty-five percent of the students who responded said that they did not feel disadvantaged at all because of the virtual learning environment. This is a positive response that can be quite helpful for the future of research in the field of virtual learning environments. However, a third of the students answered that they felt that the virtual learning environment actually did disadvantage them a little bit, and just over ten percent responded that it disadvantaged them a moderate amount. Putting this information together with the analysis of the previous responses, it can be said that this disadvantage does not necessarily come from a difficulty accessing the virtual learning environment - perhaps, this disadvantage stems from specific aspects of the virtual learning environment that some students find difficult. 

5.0 CONCLUSIONS
To conclude it can be said that students like the ease and flexibility of learning online, and that they find that accessing their materials and managing their time is actually easier because of the virtual learning environment. The students can be assumed to use technology on a daily basis and so they are familiar with how it works and this can maybe contribute to their comfort in using the virtual learning environment. But, the respondents still feel like they prefer physical school and live lectures, and this could be because, as found in the secondary data, they prefer live interactions that help their learning
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6.0 APPENDIX
SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE
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How was the shift to VLE affected your day to day scheduling?
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Has your attendance been better or worse for the online lectures compared
to in-person classes?
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Given the option, would you choose to remain learning through a VLE or
choose to go back to school?
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Has the VLE disadvantaged you?

Answered: 9 Skipped: 0

A great deal

Alot

A moderate
amount

A little

None at all

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%




image1.png
Do prefer learning from home?

Answered: 9 Skipped: 0

Yes

No

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%




image2.png
Is it easy to access learning materials on your VLE?
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Do you feel supported by your university during this transition to a VLE?
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Do you prefer recorded lectures or live lectures?
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Do you find it harder to focus during lectures/tutorial online?
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