Abu Sufyan and the Prophet Muhammad 


In this case study of one of the prophet Muhammad’s most formidable enemies Abu Sufyan, a holistic approach was taken to look at various sources and to narrow down Abu Sufiyan’s hatred towards, not so much the prophet Muhammad himself, but of his new system of beliefs, and how this affected him for such a long period of time. The sources used in this case study where limited due to the current situation of all university’s around the United Kingdom, so most sources had to come from the university’s online catalogue, some online sources and Martin Lings Muhammad (his life based on the earliest sources). The reason why this book was used in developing the discussion about Abu Sufyan was, unlike other books relating to Muhammad and the people in his life, this book gave the reader a better understanding of the lives of the people, and it seemed to be a lighter read than other books that have been looked at, and also gives the reader a more laid back understanding of the narrative, as this subject can be very hard to absorb. I used these sources in a way that should show a greater understanding of the Quraysh lead by Abu Sufyan and their belief system, and why they feared Muhammad and his new god to the extent of war. The case study should also portray the relationship between Muhammad and Abu Sufyan, and should focus on certain events in both their lives as relating to each other. 

[bookmark: _Hlk56689697][bookmark: _Hlk56689782]Abu Sufyan son of Al-Harith was said to be born around the same time as Muhammed the prophet and son of Abdullah, and their bond as children was one of great contrast (Lings 1983, p.71). Not only did they share a childhood friendship but they also shared a residency, at one point in their lives, as Abu Sufyan was the cousin to Muhammad as both Al-Harith and Abdullah where brothers (Lings 1983, p.71).   Not only where they cousins and good friends, but during a time in Muhammad’s life they became foster brothers (Lings 1983, p.71). As they where both so close to each other, during their life together, you would expect both to follow a path of resemblance or at least the expectation would have been there for Abu Sufyan to be one of the first to be present in the response to the message of the prophet, but this did not happen, not until later on in both their lives (Lings 1983, p.72).   This may be because of the temperament Abu Sufyan was said to of had, a successful man, not only in political issues but a man who was very reserved in his ways, an opportunist with a reluctance to change his mind on issues when it was made up. (Lings 1983, p.65). Lings seems to contradict himself on this page as he refers to Abu Sufyan as “cool-headed” (Lings 1983, p.65) in nature depicting a man whose character seems one of being calm and collective, but then goes on to refer to him as a man with a “quick temper” (Lings 1983, p.65) it can only be assumed that maybe his “cool-headedness” refers to his business acumen, and his “quick temper” to his social activities (Lings 1983, p.65). 




The prophet Muhammed called upon his followers and the people of different tribes with a warning, about their relentless stance on disbelief the way they live their lives, they way they treatment of others goes against god (Lings 1983, p.71). When Abu Sufyan heard what Muhammed was preaching, it was said it caused a further divide between the two men, but this also could have been because of the direction that their uncle Abu Lahab could have given to Abu Sufyan, making his hatred deepen even further towards Muhammed and his new ideology. There was once love and compassion for one another, not only as friends but as family, now a sense of disgust and abhorrence towards the prophet (Lings 1983, p.71). As Abu Sufyan was portrayed as a great trader and his livelihood involved trade, in and out of the city of Mecca, his sense of urgency must have overwhelmed his being, as Mecca was a place where traders of all tribes that worshiped idols of different sorts came to the city to pray and to trade, and the thought of having just one god must have put doubt in the minds of Abu Sufyan and all the other high status members of clans. It seems without this pagan ideology there could be no city to live in, people would either starve of leave the holy place. 

[bookmark: _Hlk56683499][bookmark: _Hlk56681209]As the year of sadness fell upon Muhammad’s head at the loss of his wife of many years Khadijah, another great sadness had fallen upon him, the death of his protector and uncle Abu Talib. But before his passing while on his deathbed, Abu Sufyan and other leaders in the pagan, Meccan community visited Abu Talib for one last reconciliation, they pleaded with Muhammad’s uncle that if he call for the prophet to stop what he was doing he would not only be rewarded with riches and status in the community, but they will not bother him anymore (Lings 1983, p.97). It seems that Abu Sufyan had no empathy for Abu Talib, a cold-hearted man, whose only goal was to be able to bribe a dying man into getting the prophet Muhammad into buying off the beliefs of one soul, that would then stop the people from believing in him (Lings 1983, p.98). Even from a young age Abu Sufyan would do things that would be controversial even today, to be able to for fill his political and unlawful acts against others (Al-Islam.org, No Date). He had taken a wife by the name of Hind the daughter of Umayyah, an irate woman who was notorious in scripture as she was the women who had eaten the liver of the prophet Muhammad’s uncle Abu Talib after his death (Al-Islam.org, No Date). She knew no self-control and just like Abu Sufyan she depicted no morals or showed no good practice towards anyone beneath her (Al-Islam.org, No Date). It seems that Abu Sufyan shares the same characteristics as his wife Hind, they both give the impression that they have no self-control, share the same desires, not just to rule but to also command and conquer anyone or anything that stand in their way of progress it could be said a very suitable match in an infamous sort of way.  

 


“Abu Sufyan believed that if his parents were unable, as a result of their struggle, to vest control of the Ka‘bah from the family of Hashim then he himself should undertake this task. Abu Sufyan saw himself as the guardian of the dictatorial regime of the Quraysh and as the upholder of the traditional age of jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic period of ignorance). To this end he began his un- godly action against the Messenger of Allah, urging others to do the same” (Al-Islam.org, No Date, para 16). From this there seems to be a sense of fear surrounding the people of the Quraysh, the loss of power, that was slowly dwindling away from the elders, a notion of impending disaster towards their way of life, and the passing down of that control to a man, that was already known for his evil antics and hatred to one he used to call a brother and his new god. 

[bookmark: _Hlk56692693]This new given power only seemed to blacken the heart of Abu Sufyan even more than before, asking the people to mock Muhammad and his belief system, he even organised a meeting to conspire against the prophet Muhammad in his death, but later on in his years he was forgiven by the prophet Muhammad for his transgressions (Kammuna, 2012). It is hard to say whether or not Abu Sufyan chose to accept the verity of what Muhammed was saying, this was possibly done out of duress, having no choice in accepting Islam, a new religion forced upon him even though Abu Sufyan became one of the most influential advocates of Islam in their history. After his conversion he was said to have told no untruths about Muhammed the prophet and the religion of Islam because historical convention says that to say things that are not true will bring shame upon them (Haredy 2020). Abu Sufyan spoke the words “Say, O Prophet, ˺ “O People of the Book! Let us come to common terms: that we will worship none but Allah, associate none with Him, nor take one another as lords instead of Allah.” But if they turn away, then say, “Bear witness that we have submitted ˹to Allah alone˺” (Sunnah.com, No Date, chapter 102). 







Abu Sufyan was portrayed as the head of all the battles that had taken place against the prophet Muhammed, Abu Sufyan was also to have said that he would not bed his many wives until the day that he had finally killed the prophet Muhammed. This left the prophet with no other choice but seek stability outside of Mecca in a place called Shib Abi Talib and to take his followers with him. The high-ranking officials of Mecca where said to of had many meetings in regards to the fate of Muhammed and his new found followers, to act against them with a strategic move that is still used today in eastern countries, this was said to have been to create barriers for caravans carryingu food and water and items a person would need to survive on a day to day basis. Also as stated earlier trade was a crucial part of these people’s life and to stop any trade getting to them would be a crucial part of their intervention. It might have also been forbidden also to take a husband or wife from the Muslim tribe and abuse and ill-treatment of the Muslims and Muhammed might have been highly advocated.

Abu Sufyan and his comrades did not do things in half measures, not only was it said that these actions where put in place, and decreed law by himself, and the elders but also they decided to close passages to where Muhammed and his followers resided and punishment of the highest order was given to anyone who was intercepted for breaking these rules. It must have been a huge task to overcome such a hostile environment, being isolated from trade and civilisation, but regardless of this setback Muhammad still pressed on in his quest for conversion. He taught men how to become warriors and passed down his knowledge and skill to others and for years stayed in the remote desert waiting for the right time to face Abu Sufyan and the other tribes. Eventually the clans had enough of what has happening and decided to remove any barriers that where leading to the prophet at his followers, but this move gave the Muslims a chance to now increase their forces and open up new lines of communication. People from mecca must have heard of the prophets call and being persecuted for years may have gone to join him releasing themselves from such barbaric people and their savage ways. 









This is just a small part of an InSite to the relationship between Abu Sufyan and the prophet Muhammad, a representation of their lives together, a small part of a bigger story, not just about their interactions as tradesmen and their political beliefs but also their religious beliefs. How their personalities clashed in later years and the mentality of both men. They both seemed to have religious and ideological differences in their lives, but in the end, Abu Sufyan seemed to come around to the idea of Muhammad’s beliefs, weather or not that was forced upon him by defeat or not. Maybe his loss of battles to Muhamad had then forced the religion upon him, with no choice but to surrender to the will of his new god. For a man of such power and influence, as lings had stated a man who, when he made his mid up it was nearly impossible to change it (Lings 1983, p65) bows down to defeat, and shows how he was possibly influenced into the roll of leader and was leaned on to become such an evil dictator might not have been his character in the first place. A man forced into a position, gifted with power and wealth to go against his cousin and foster brother Muhammed might not have been his choice at all but the will of the elders. 


As Islam grows throughout the world, not much seems to be known in the west about Muhamad and Abu Sufyan. Its only seen on television and what is read in newspapers that give the viewer any Insite into their lives and when the name Muhammad is mentioned, it seems to strikes fear and hatred into people who are non-believers. But it seems that reading through the literature, Abu Sufyan should be feared for his belief system and the way he was perceived as a war lord with his and their pagan ways which would defiantly have no place in a modern society, his dictatorship ways and actions seemed to mirror image some leaders (dictators) throughout history.           
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