Part 1

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Iceland and other Nordic countries they think it is important that children of all ages should play outside.  Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) state that the curriculum guidelines find that it is important for the emphasis on outdoor play for children of all ages, this helps them to learn more about their natural surrounding s and the importance or exercise and healthy living.

With the emphasis on outdoor play, in Iceland children aged 1 to 6 are playing outside everyday in schools and children aged 6 to 16 are getting outside at break times, this is when they will socialise with friends and play.  Oladottir (2008) says that in Reyjkavik the capital of Iceland, 70% of schools say that they participate in outside education through out the school day 
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Part 2 a
The Forest School Network has made a definition on Forest School. They say that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through the learning and experiences within the woodland environment.”  O’Brien and Murray (2006) believe that people are concerned that children of a younger school age are not getting the opportunity to experience the woodland and outdoors, like their parents did before them.  They believe that children can learn everything they need within the classroom environment.
Research tells us that if children do not explore their natural surroundings when they are of a younger age they will not have an interest to do so when they are older, this can lead to a lack of physical and emotional development to the world around them. 
The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers within schools to promote Forest School activities starting at Foundation Phase age.  Learning outdoors gives a different learning experience to that of the classroom environment. 
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Part 2b

If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism.  It is important for students to avoid this because it can lead to a fail in their academic assignment and also may lead to being removed from the course they are studying if found to be doing it more than once. 

You only reference when you use a direct quotation.  I believe this to be false.  You should make a record or all sources of information that you read and use within your academic assignment. This way the reader can use your reference list to find the sources easily that you have used and they may want to follow up.

Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments.  I do not agree with this statement because the sources that you may use on Wikipedia may turn out to be unreliable.  If you use Wikipedia and source a quote or passage it is best to find the original document so you can make sure the source is true and you can reference properly at the end of your work.

Instructions on writing a very long quotation

When writing a long quotation within your academic assignment of 2 lines or more than 30 words you can follow the following format.
1. Check that your quotation is correct with what you are doing.
2. Use a separate paragraph to present this
3. Indent your paragraph
4. You do not need to use quotation marks
5. Follow with the in-text citation. Example authors name, date and page number.


To conduct research for an academic assignment you can begin by accessing and evaluating different forms of information.  You need to look at the information you have gathered to answer the question you are presented with, or come to a conclusion in problem solving.  Once you have completed the research you need you can use it to present your findings in an assignment or presentation.  There are a variety of sources which you can use to help you with your academic writing. These are:
· Academic (non fiction) books or chapters from books
· Peer reviewed academic journals 
· Conference papers
· Research reports
· Postgraduate dissertations and theses.






















In the article ‘Yes, but...’: rhetoric, reality and resistance in teaching assistants’ experiences of inclusive education by Suzanne Mackenzie, she is discussing with TA’s their roles within education and working with children with Special Educational Needs (SEN).  They are talking about the strains of their job roles and also relationships between each other as TA’s and also with the class teachers.  the TA’s are talking about their experiences within day to day work and what they are dealing with daily.  It also gives their views on working within a mainstream or special needs school. I believe the aim to this article is to open peoples awareness of the work a TA does, using the findings to understand the lack of training that is undertaken and also the strains and strengths the TA has daily in their job role.  Mackenzie has looked into the subject matter and has done her research to develop the article so that it is easy to follow and gets the point across, explaining about the TA and her findings.

I believe that the main flow of the article is to get the point of the TA across to the reading audience.  The TA’s within the article have their own view on their job and some of them do agree with what each other has said. TA’s were concerned with their job roles and poor status within schools, particularily Jane, Angela, and Moira, and reservations were expressed about being used mainly in terms of supporting children’s medical needs rather than academic support. (O’Brien and Garners 2001 sited Mackenzie 2011).   In summary the article has taken the response of a collection of TA’s with reference their thoughts on the role of the everyday TA.  Mackenzie has provided an article with relevant references for the reader to explore and research further into.  The way she has structured the article is in a way to get the attention of the reader using prompt paragraphs that are easy for the reader to follow.  She has been able to cross over in different areas comparing what each TA has said and linking all if any similarities. 

When reading this article I have split views on it, while Mackenzie is discussing the article and her findings, I find it to be a very formal writing. She is able to explain what she is talking about, what she hopes to get from the article and also who she has researched to come up with an end result.  When you go on to read the responses from the TA’s this is a more informal way of writing as she is discussing the subject with Ta’s on a one to one matter so she can get their views and responses to any questions she may have asked within the interview.  The article is easy to read, some words were difficult but on research I was able to find out what these words meant and link them into the reading of the paragraph. I believe that there is accuracy within the article, with being in the same job role as the ladies interviewed.  I think that the use of objective language throughout the article is strong because it is an accurate response from people that are currently in the job role that is being discussed. It shows the views of 5 women and their beliefs and preferences within their day to day workings. 

After reading and re-reading the article I find that there is a clear statement.  I find the article to have a negative tone and impact on TA’s and their job roles.  Mackenzie (2011) states that, indeed relationships between TA’s and teachers in study were full of tensions, misunderstandings and even antagonism.
When providing us with the responses of the TA’s I believe it to be a non valid, response because only 5 ladies were interviewed, and they were also volunteers.  I think a wider range (higher number) of TA’s should have been interviewed or had the chance to answer questions with the use of a survey whether it to be names or anonymous. 
The evidence within the article is effective as someone within the same industry can relate to the opinions and points put across by the 5 interviewed.  The stating of the TA being a carer and not an academic support unit is something that I have been able to relate to within my job role, so I believe that this article has and will grab the attention of any TA as I know that there are other TA’s out there in my own workplace that believe this statement also.

So to conclude with this article I believe that it is an eye opening into the world of the TA and what they believe is happening within the Special Needs Education departments.  When working within a mainstream school they like stated previoulsy believe that they are a carer and not an academic support which is needed more.  After reading this article it has made me want to further my research into the job role of the TA and get more information to give me a wider range of opinions and also using critical thinking to how I can better myself with the evaluation of the articles I wish to read and also any problem solving that I may face in the future. Articles I am interested in are: 
Challenges I face while working as a TA and how I overcome them. Marbaix E (2017)
Schools cant function without teaching assistants – but they’re first in the firing line when budgets are cut. Harris C (2017) this has a personal effect on myself as I was in this situation. 

This is appropriate when thinking of academic article as it is able to provide a non bias response to a subject that is familiar in a large industry. Even though the 5 interviewed had a negative response they were able to put their point across. Other authors within the piece provided more opinions that can be looked into further. 
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