Assignment 1 – Archival Exercise
Chris Faulkner
I chose Section B – Places and Institutions for my archival exercise. I am interested in monasteries and monastic life and have visited both Tintern and Strata Florida abbeys. The ruins of Strata Florida Abbey are near to where I live so I decided on that one. Since the Cistercian abbey of Strata Florida is in Wales, I looked at The National Library of Wales for archival material. After, I widened the search to include the British Library and The National Archives at Kew; both of which are in London. The British Library is the national library of the United Kingdom and has a diverse collection of archives and manuscripts so seemed a place to find material concerning the abbey. The National Archives is the depository for government documents for England and Wales, so I hoped to find official documents related to Strata Florida Abbey there.
I have listed five sources from the National Library of Wales. The first two, Cwrtmawr and the Aberdihonw Deeds deal with estates that hold land that was formally part of Strata Florida Abbey. Cwrtmawr, part of the Crosswood Estate (Trawsgoed in Welsh), and Aberdihonw Grange eventually passed into the hands of the Vaughan family after the abbey's dissolution.
[bookmark: _Int_kqD9jboe][bookmark: _Int_B2O482ED][bookmark: _Int_NDhhIVEI][bookmark: _Int_3oJ4jaH8][bookmark: _Int_FKKYqvum][bookmark: _Int_zIYngyHA]The following two manuscripts are both in Welsh. Brut y Tywysogion is a translation of a Latin Chronicle and is important for Welsh medieval history up to the latter half of the Thirteenth Century. The copy held in the National Library of Wales was created by scribes at Strata Florida Abbey. The White Book of Rhydderch is a compendium of Welsh poetry copied at Strata Florida in around 1350. Although these manuscripts do not directly speak to us of Strata Florida Abbey they do attest to the abbey's importance as a centre of learning and manuscript production.
[bookmark: _Int_7wvAO654][bookmark: _Int_7CCI92ek][bookmark: _Int_H8tMdxgp][bookmark: _Int_P1JWlW44][bookmark: _Int_zF4ecbMs]The fifth manuscript is a nineteenth century translation of three charters granted to the abbey while functioning as such. Such charters were of vital importance in recording the rights and lands granted to an abbey. This is also held by the National Library of Wales. The sixth document is held by the British Library and is incidental to Strata Florida Abbey in that it deals with an agreement between two other abbeys; Margam and Llantarnam. It is included here since the abbot of Strata Florida was present at the drawing up of the agreement and shows the importance and prestige of the abbey in being called upon to arbitrate and witness such proceedings.
[bookmark: _Int_hFpt6A7M][bookmark: _Int_tLBhC6Wo][bookmark: _Int_cvF9JXkD][bookmark: _Int_TjhTk3nx][bookmark: _Int_JI9Uznnd][bookmark: _Int_H38ns9MU]The last four manuscripts are all from The National Archives at Kew. The seventh and eighth deal with petitions made to the Council and the King and Council in parliament, respectively. The first of these is a petition to the king to take the abbey and its possessions and grant them to Percy and Belyng for two years. This was granted in 1402. The second was a petition complaining of abuses committed against the abbey by the Bishop of Conway. The date of this latter document is 1385. These petitions indicate the fluid nature of relationships between institutions and the importance of arbitration and appeal.
The final two manuscripts deal with the valuation of the Strata Florida Abbey and the listing of the possessions of the dissolved abbey dating from 1539 to 1541 prior to the ownership of the abbey and its lands by the Vaughan family mentioned above. The thoroughness of the valuation and listing was an integral part of the largest redistribution of land and wealth since the Norman conquest.
Sources
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, Cwrtmawr 873D (A nineteenth-century transcript of Crosswood estate rentals of 1577)
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, GB 0210 ABEONW (Aberdihonw Deeds)
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, Peniarth MS 20 (Chronicle of the Princes, Brut y Tywysogion)
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, Peniarth 4 (Llyfr Gwyn Rhydderch {White Book of Rhydderch})
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, NLW MS 551B (A nineteenth-century translation of three charters granted to the Abbey of Strata Florida)
London, British Library, Harley Charters 75 A. 37 (An agreement between two abbeys)
London, Kew, The National Archives, SC 8/216/10789 (Petition to the Council)
London, Kew, The National Archives, SC 8/139/6928 (Petition to King and council in parliament)
London, Kew, The National Archives, SC 6/HENVIII/4868 (Possessions of the dissolved Abbey of Strata Florida)
London, Kew, The National Archives, SC 12/17/73 (Valuation of Strata Florida Abbey)
[bookmark: _Int_V3V8aqIT][bookmark: _Int_wxTVFYVu]The sources listed above are a cross section of manuscripts all related to the Abbey of Strata Florida. They all attest to the influence and power of this Cistercian abbey. They do, however, form a diverse collection and would not necessarily form the base for specific research. I am also aware that a more extensive search through other archives would produce many more sources. In looking for background information on Strata Florida I came across references for a variety of publications. Some of these also provided source material, some of which were primary sources.
[bookmark: _Int_f8caBi68]For a future archival search, I would broaden my approach to include more archives and to conduct a wider investigation of literature which would throw up further sources. I would expect a future search to be more specific in terms of the area of interest and so the eventual selection of archives and literature would reflect that.
