4.0 Analysis of Results

4.1 Introduction
The previous chapter of this dissertation outlined the methodology for the research project by referring to the research onion model developed by Saunders et al (Phair and Warren, 2021) and aided the objective to find the ‘public perception of police officers in the UK carrying firearms’. This chapter will present and analyse primary research conducted via online questionnaires where the respondents were members of the public and police officers. Two separate questionnaires were created: one for police officers (Questionnaire A), the other for members of the public (Questionnaire B), to identify and assess the different responses in relation to violent offences and firearms within policing. In total there were 81 respondents: 31 police officers and 50 members of the public. 


4.2 Data Analysis
Data analysis is the collection of large amounts of data which, when processed, can be used to assist in making informed decisions (Coursera, 2022). By utilising online surveys, this allowed for easier assessment of the results. The data analysis throughout this chapter continually seeks to address the research, “Evaluation of how frontline police officers in the UK are currently armed, and whether they should carry firearms” and the objective of “Public perception of police officers in the UK carrying firearms”.


4.3 Findings
As previously discussed, two questionnaires were created, ‘Questionnaire A’, aimed at police officers and ‘Questionnaire B’, which was created for members of the public. 

When asked if all frontline police officers should carry a firearm as standard PPE, 67.7% of police officers answered no, compared to 72% of the members of the public also answering no. Approximately one third of the respondents for both questionnaires believed that police officers should carry a firearm as standard PPE, therefore the majority disagreed with the thought of officers carrying firearms as standard PPE. This key question highlights the thoughts of police officers and members of the public being generally against the idea of every frontline police officer in the UK carrying a firearm as part of their daily PPE.

Respondents were then asked if there is a requirement for all frontline police officers to carry a firearm. 74.2% of police officers answered no, compared to 76% of members of the public. 
This shows an almost equal result that both police officers and members of the public disagree that a requirement exists to arm all frontline police officers.
 
Following this, the subsequent question posed: ‘Currently, only Authorised Firearms Officers carry firearms. Do you think more police officers should carry firearms (but not all officers)’? A majority of 77.4% of police officers answered yes to this, with 60% of members of the public answering yes to the same question. This indirectly supports the research question as most police officers and members of the public support the claim that police officers should carry firearms, however not all should. However, when asked the critical question, do you think arming all police officers in the UK is necessary, 67.7% of police officers answered no and 86% of members of the public also answering no. The main objective was to identify and understand if there was a requirement of officers carrying firearms, and this provides a clear answer, that it is unnecessary. 

When asked if arming all police officers would make the respondent feel more safe, 62% of the respondents from the public answered no, however, 54.8% of police officers answered they would feel safer. This shows another example of police officers and members of the public having different opinions.

To understand whether police officers felt they were trained to deal with violent crimes, which could potentially lead onto supporting the need for officers to be armed or alternatively further training to deal with these crimes, Question 4 of Questionnaire A asked police officers if they felt sufficiently trained to deal with violent crime. 51.6% of respondents answered no. This may explain why, when asked if police officers would feel comfortable carrying a firearm, 54.8% of respondents answered yes. 54.8% of police officer respondents thought that arming all police officers would lead to an increase in violent crime, with 54% of the public agreeing that by arming police officers with firearms would lead to an increase in violent crime. 

When analysing the 31 responses of Questionnaire A, 51.6% of respondents felt that police officers are equipped appropriately to deal with violent incidents. However, in Questionnaire B, of the 50 responses, 58% felt that police officers are not equipped appropriately to deal with violent incidents. This shows that the perception from police officers and members of the public are not even in their beliefs.

Although the public’s perception differs from that of police officers, most police officers provided answers that would suggest that as a lack of training to deal with violent incidents, most are willing to carry a firearm as part of their daily PPE. 


4.4 Conclusion
This chapter has achieved the objective: 
‘Public perception of police officers in the UK carrying firearms’

In conclusion, the questionnaires identified that both police officers and members of the public are opposed to equipping all frontline police officers with firearms. The majority of respondents from both questionnaires disagreed that a requirement exists to arm all police officers with a firearm.

However, most respondents from both questionnaires answered yes to arming more police officers but not all. From this, the next and final chapter will make recommendations on the risks and benefits of equipping frontline police officers with a firearm in addition to their current PPE.
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Appendix
Questionnaire A
Q1	Are you a police officer within the UK? *	
Yes / No
Q2	Do you feel police officers are equipped appropriately to deal with violent incidents? *
	Yes / No
Q3	Do you think that police officers in the UK are sufficiently armed? *	
Yes / No
Q4	Do you feel that you are trained sufficiently to deal with violent crime? *
Yes / No	
Q5	Do you think that all front line police officers should carry a firearm as standard PPE? *	
Yes / No	
Q6	Do you think there is a requirement for all front line police officers to carry a firearm? *	
Yes / No	
Q7	Do you think more police officers should carry firearms (but not all officers)? *	
Yes / No	
Q8	Do you think arming all police officers in the UK is necessary? *	
Yes / No	
Q9	As a police officer, would you feel safer carrying a firearm as part of your PPE? *
Yes / No	
Q10	As a police officer, would you feel comfortable carrying a firearm as part of your PPE? *
Yes / No	
Q11	Do you think arming all police officers would increase violent crime? *
Yes / No



Questionnaire B 

Q1	Do you think that police officers in the UK are sufficiently armed? *
Yes / No
	
Q2	Do you feel police officers are equipped appropriately to deal with violent incidents? *
Yes / No	

Q3	Do you think that all front line police officers should carry a firearm as standard PPE? *
	Yes / No	

Q4	Do you think there is a requirement for all front line police officers to carry a firearm? *
Yes / No	

Q5	Currently, only Authorised Firearms Officers carry firearms. Do you think more police officers should carry firearms (but not all officers)? *
Yes / No	

Q6	Do you think arming all police officers in the UK is necessary? *
Yes / No	

Q7	Do you think arming all police officers would increase violent crime? *
Yes / No	

Q8	Would you feel more safe if all police officers carried a firearm? *
Yes / No







Questionnaire Results

Questionnaire A

Yes	
Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	100	51.6	58.1	48.4	33.200000000000003	25.8	77.400000000000006	32.299999999999997	54.8	54.8	54.8	No	
Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	Q9	Q10	Q11	0	48.4	41.9	51.6	67.7	74.2	22.6	67.7	45.2	45.2	45.2	


QUESTIONNAIRE B

Yes	
Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	56	42	28	24	60	14	54	38	No	
Q1	Q2	Q3	Q4	Q5	Q6	Q7	Q8	44	58	72	76	40	86	46	62	


