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This report explores the differences between the preschool and primary age education models used by Finland and England. The report will try to highlight the reasons and motivation of why each country has chosen their model of education and what Teachers, Students and parents think of the education system in their respected countries. Over the past two decades Finland continues to rank among the most successful countries in literacy, numeracy, research and innovation. The report will try to analyse what makes a relatively small Scandinavian country continually produce such successful results while England performs below expectations in both literacy and numeracy.

In England mandatory education begins at the age of 5, teaching literacy and numeracy is at the core of preschool and primary education with the curriculum being dictated by central government. Schools and students are continually compared, tested and graded with a view that this will produce better results. Classes are structured toward teaching each individual child knowledge and skills.

In Finland the compulsory school age is 7, there is no national curriculum as was previously the case in England. The school, Teachers and local municipality are primarily responsible for what and how the children are taught. Much of the children’s time is spent socialising, working in groups and developing social skills. Personal development and an enjoyable school experience are very important factors. Literacy and numeracy are not taught directly but are incorporated into broader subjects with the intention being to teach a child of 6 how to learn rather than learning specific topics.
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This report aims to compare the differences between English and Finnish preschool and primary age education analysing the advantages and disadvantages of each model. Although many factors such as economic, cultural and historical can influence the results and outcomes this report will primarily focus on analysing the methods used and results achieved when comparing the two systems. 
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The English National curriculum strategy continues to cause much debate as to whether teachers should have more autonomy and choice regarding what they teach and how they teach as was the case before the national curriculum was introduced. The Finnish model of education provides greater freedoms to teachers and local authorities on what is taught in preschool and how it is taught. This allows the opportunity to compare the national curriculum with a more deregulated autonomous model (Ofsted,2003).

In Finland compulsory education begins at 7 whereas in England compulsory education begins at 5 years old. This may be because culturally in Finland it is believed that children should remain children for as long as possible. Teachers are encouraged to enable the child to learn rather than testing a Childs skills and knowledge with most decisions on education being made in schools (SBS News, 2018). 

Unlike England schools or students in Finland are not ranked, more emphasis is put on co-operation than competition. They have a broad curriculum and encourage children to develop and advance with the happiness of the child being focal. Children in Finland have 15 minutes of playtime for every 45 minutes of learning. This encourages them to develop their social skills, enjoy their time at school and remain focused in class (Weller / Business Insider UK, 2017). 

A survey by PISA in 2000 found that 15-year-old Finnish students outperformed all other countries including England in knowledge of Maths, Science and reading. Finland also had the lowest variation in reading literacy between the scores of its students compared to England and many other countries who had a broad range of difference between the scores of its students (Ofsted, 2003). 	

English teachers are less sure as to what needs to be taught to students because of differences of what needs to be taught in the foundation stages of learning and the preparation of children for national curriculum testing. Teachers in Finland are more confident of what they need to teach as they have far greater freedoms and are heavily involved in the decision process of teaching preschool and primary students (Ofsted, 2003). 

The Finnish system of teaching places a higher priority on developing six-year-old children as well-rounded individuals above their academic knowledge of individual subjects. Literacy and numeracy are considered as important preparation for school, however social and personal development are considered more important. A greater emphasise is put on enabling children to learn how to learn. 

Class sizes are much smaller in Finland than in England with larger spaces, simpler designs and high-quality furniture. Classes in England are far more complex in design, are more inflexible and cramped however they are very well equipped. This may be a conscious choice or may be for economic reasons as it would require a vast amount to provide the same class environment in England (Ofsted, 2003). 

Schools in England place a greater emphasis on knowledge and skills, schools in Finland placed a greater emphasis on being aware of feelings and desires of others while developing a positive learning attitude. Teachers in Finland utilised speaking, group tasks and activities above knowledge and skills. Whole class in England consists of closed ended questions, short answers and a low level of interaction from children. Finnish children were found to be more confident when speaking due to a strong group mentality which encourages children to contribute (Ofsted, 2003). 

Finnish parents seem to have a clearer idea of what they wanted from preschool education. They felt that the most important thing was for the children to enjoy school, learn to get on with others and develop their social skills. English parents had a far wider range of ideas about what was expected. Although they wanted children to have a positive experience at school they expected the children to be able to sit down and listen in class and placed more importance on literacy and numeracy (Ofsted, 2003). 

In England great importance is put on literacy and numeracy however teaching letters and numbers in Finnish preschools is not taught unless the child shows a desire to learn these skills. Children are encouraged to play and learn through interacting with each other to achieve greater self-awareness and development. Learning about relationships and social skills through play to develop these skills that will benefit the child in later life is encouraged (Simply learning tuition, 2018). 

Application of the curriculum in England consists of the time being spent in class and mornings spent learning literacy and numeracy, a rare class trip being the exception. Literacy and numeracy are also taught in Finland however these subjects are often merged with other topics and taught in a more discreet manner. Teachers in Finland have the belief that children should be taught subjects when they are ready for it (Ofsted, 2003). 

The structure of classes are different In English and Finnish schools. In England children are seated at a desk facing the teacher while learning literacy, numeracy and other subjects while the structure of Finnish classes tends to be more relaxed. Most lessons in Finland are oral and are given collectively. In Finland higher importance is given to laying the foundations of learning literacy and numeracy as the child grows rather than teaching these topics directly (Ofsted, 2003). 




The Learning Curve, developed by the Economist Intelligence Unit, the educational performance of top 10 countries.
	
1. Finland
2. South Korea
3. Hong Kong SAR
4. Japan
5. Singapore
6. United Kingdom
7. Netherlands
8. New Zealand
9. Switzerland
10. Canada.

(Ranking America, 2013)
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Observation by the author through experience of her own children and other parents’ children is that most preschool and primary age children in England do not enjoy their school time. The author has noted that the children she has observed find the pressure of being tested for literacy and numeracy at such a young age stressful.

Many children express their dissatisfaction of having to sit at a desk most of the day and many of the parents and teachers have stated that it was too young of an age for such demanding and stressful topics to be taught.
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This survey was conducted at the school of the authors children, 20 parents were surveyed.


1. Are you satisfied with the topics your child is being taught at school

· Yes -9

· No – 8

· Not sure – 3 

2. Is your child receiving too little homework

· Yes – 4 people

· No – 15 people

· Not sure – 1 people

3. Is your child receiving too much homework

· Yes - 14

· No - 4

· Not sure - 2

4. Does your child have sufficient playtime at school?

· Yes - 7

· No - 7

· Not sure - 6

5. Are you satisfied with the progress your child is making at school?

· Yes - 13

· No - 5

· Not sure - 2

6. Do you agree with the national curriculum testing and scoring 

· Yes- 4

· No - 14

· Not sure - 2

7. Should schools have more freedom to choose what they teach

· Yes - 8

· No - 10

· Not sure - 2

8. Are you aware of the education system in Finland

· Yes - 7

· No - 13

· Not sure - 0

9. Would you like a similar education model to Finland

· Yes - 6

· No - 4

· Not sure - 10
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The results of the survey indicate that there is a broad range of opinions between what parents want for their child at school. Many parents were divided in their answers meaning there is no clear opinion as to what model of education should be provided, however there seemed to be a majority opinion that too much homework was given and most parents disagreed with testing and scoring at such a young age.
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This report used primary and secondary sources including quantitative and qualitative research to collect information and data about preschool and primary education in England and Finland. The primary research was collected through surveys and personal observations. Secondary sources were predominantly gathered online using reports, papers, interviews and statistics.
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In conclusion economic, historical, cultural factors and public expectations play a large role on the system of education chosen by a country. English parents demand more academic results from their preschool and primary aged children whereas in Finland parents take a more holistic view demanding that their children enjoy their school experience and use that time to develop as a child and improve on the child's social skills while becoming a valuable member of the community. These cultural demands and expectations will invariably reflect in the model of education provided. 

The Finnish model of preschool and primary education has continually provided desired results in the happiness, enjoyment and wellbeing of children. The fact that Finland is continuously ranked top of the list in education internationally shows that preparing a child to learn is more beneficial than teaching the child to memorise certain skills and acquire knowledge before it is necessary. Based on results it seems more beneficial to develop a child as a person and equip them with the necessary tools to learn rather than unnecessarily stressing children and teachers with tests and targets. 

Allowing teachers autonomy to decide what to teach and what knowledge needs to be acquired allows the teacher to determine what the child is ready to learn and better prepare them for future success. Centrally dictated national curriculum could be argued to have certain benefits, however being able to develop socially while enjoying school and becoming equipped with the skills that will benefit future learning seems to have a more positive impact on the child’s experience at school and future academic success.

[bookmark: _Toc523450164]References 
 
Weller, C. (2017) 8 reasons Finland's education system puts the US model to shame
Available at: http://uk.businessinsider.com/finland-education-beats-us-2017-5/#1-competition-isnt-as-important-as-cooperation-1 (Accessed: 28th August 2018). 

Ofsted (2003) The education of six-year olds in England, Denmark and Finland. Available at: http://www.educationengland.org.uk/documents/pdfs/2003-ofsted-six-year-olds-comparative.pdf  (Accessed: 29th August 2018). 


SBS News (2018) ‘No school until age seven: Finland’s education lessons for the future’  31th January. Available at: https://www.sbs.com.au/news/no-school-until-age-seven-finland-s-education-lessons-for-the-future (Accessed: 28th August 2018). 

Simply learning tuition (2018). Finnish education system  Available at: https://www.simplylearningtuition.co.uk/about-us/advice-guide-parents/finnish-education-system/  (Accessed: 28th August 2018). 

Ranking America (2013) The U.S. ranks 17th in educational performance Available at: https://rankingamerica.wordpress.com/2013/01/25/the-u-s-ranks-17th-in-educational-performance/ (Accessed: 28th August 2018).

Ranking America (2013) The U.S. ranks 24th in literacy Available at: https://rankingamerica.wordpress.com/2013/12/04/the-u-s-ranks-24th-in-literacy/ (Accessed: 28th August 2018).

Ranking America (2011) The U.S. ranks 8th in researchers Available at: https://rankingamerica.wordpress.com/2011/04/28/the-u-s-ranks-8th-in-researchers/ (Accessed: 28th August 2018).

Ranking America (2009) The U.S. ranks 3rd in innovation Available at: https://rankingamerica.wordpress.com/2009/05/21/the-u-s-ranks-3rd-in-innovation/ (Accessed: 28th August 2018).


 
				


1

image1.png
1000

900

800

700

600

500

400

PISA reading literacy score, 2012

300

200

100

570

545

Top Ten Countries by High School Literacy, 2012

©2013 "Ranking America

Data from NCES
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/pisa2012/pisa2012highlights_Sa.asp

" (http://rankingamerica.wordpress.com)

518

498




image2.png
“Top Ten Countries by Researchers
©2011 “Ranking America* (hto://rankingamerica wordpresscom)





image3.jpeg
ost from 10
LR S —




