Coinage in Lattara

[image: Image result for lattara]This essay will be focusing on coinage in ‘Celtic’ Lattara in Southern France and how the use of a, at least partly, monetised society was adopted through trade with Massalia, Etrusca, and the conquest of ‘Transalpine Gaul’ by the Roman Empire. The time period being focused on will be the periods between the 3rd and 1st Century BC. First looking at what Lattara was and the effect of trade on the oppidum///then what coins were and how the Roman invasion influenced a monetary society in Lattara///then conclusion that Massalia, Etruscea and Rome influenced coinage and money in Transalpine Gaul and Lattara in particular.Fig 1. 
Map of Southern France

Lattara was a substantial ‘oppidum’ founded in the late 6th to early 5th century BC (Alonso & Rovira 2016, pp.323), with a population of over four thousand by 400BC; it continued to thrive until it was abandoned six hundred years later (Py and Garcia 1993). It is well known to have been a Celtic-language speaking settlement (Luley 2014, pp.36). Due to the large amount outside influence and interaction, primarily from Massalia before the Roman conquest in 121 BC, there seems to have been a large amount of hybridisation in the oppidum (Gailledrat 2015, pp.25). In the 2nd century BC Lattara came under Roman rule, and local production of food as well as increased trade with their neighbours (Luley & Piques 2016, pp.129).  However, despite the increase in trade, there does not seem to be a rigid societal hierarchy in Lattara as there is in most of Gaul, Rome and Greece in the periods from the 3rd to 1st century BC (Py 2009, pp.333).  This can be seen by the structure of the oppida itself as well as the fact that there has been no evidence found so far which shows differentiation in the habits of consumers in regard to food and other expendables (Luley 2014, pp.46). The reason for this may be due to the specialisation of trade between sectors throughout the settlement (Luley & Piques 2016, pp.135), perhaps making the individuals who lived and worked alongside each other differentiate status through trade instead of by wealth alone, as well as the mix between different peoples and [image: Fig.Â 1]travelers to the area (Gailledrat 2015). The presence of a sector dedicated solely to the Etruscan population created in early 5th century BC is an example of this coming together of peoples. However, it was damaged by a (probably deliberate) fire around 475 BC (Alonso & Rivera 2016, pp.234), indicating that the conglomeration of people may not have been entirely successful during the beginning stages of the settlement. In the oppida, a large amount of monetary exchange seems to have taken place for many items, but especially for wine and, consequentially, amphorae; this can be seen through the extremely high number of sherds found within the oppidum (Py 2006, pp.1157).Fig 2.
Etruscan Quarter in Lattara


Coinage was used by the Greeks from around 550BC onwards and had origins from further East in Asia Minor (Grierson 1975, pp.11). However, coins in Ancient Greece were not used habitually, but usually only in social transactions occurring between individuals of status (Kurke 2002, pp.92).  From around 200BC, coins were used by the Romans and eventually the empire became one based on monetary exchange. This change was simply a consequential bi-product of its facility for exchange purposes and would have only been truly prominent in major settlements; in more rural areas more, agricultural exchanges would have been more commonplace (Aarts 2005, pp.6). Lattara, as a province of Rome from the 2nd century BC was at least a partly monetised society by the end of the 1st Century BC. Since the recent discovery of a tavern in Lattara post-occupation, it seems more likely for this to be the case, as taverns were more likely to use a monetary system (Luley & Piques 2016, pp.129). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Of the many coins found in Lattara, 75 percent were from Massalia, and only an extremely small amount were minted by the Romans; within Lattara itself, local coins were not minted, which is unusual for most Gaulish ‘oppida’ (Luley 2008 pp.179-180). From the coins found within Lattara, it is noticeable that they do not seem to have been used in a religious context, therefore indicating that they were primarily used for trade purposes, though it is important to note trade through coin seems to occur post-Roman conquest (Luley 2008, pp.182-183). Similar to the Greek world, pre-Roman conquest Lattara seems to have valued silver in coins above all other metals, but probably only used it as bullion (Peacock 2013 ch.2), therefore, coins were probably used in an equivalent exchange-based system or as a calculation of wealth (Luley 2008, pp.183). Post-conquest, bronze coins increase drastically and outnumber silver (Py 2006), indicating that the people of Lattara were adopting a more Roman-like economy structure. Most silver coins found in Lattara post 121 BC are local Gaulish coins which sported a cross and are often referred to as ‘monnais a la crux’ (Luley 2008 pp.184). According to George Dalton’s definition of a monetary society (Dalton 1961), classing Lattara as one cannot be accurate as it does not seem as though all trade was primarily done through monetary exchange, it is still likely that other forms of exchange were occurring. 
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