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                                                         INTRODUCTION

Education is the method of providing knowledge, values, skills, beliefs, and discipline. In the below context, various skills on academic and employability will be discussed. The report will include Task 1 which will be everything about blended learning as well as traditional learning method. The advantages and disadvantages of blended learning in the education system of the university will be mentioned. Also, the advantages and disadvantages of traditional learning in higher education systems will be mentioned. Evaluation of teaching methods that were involved in the past and that are followed in the present will be discussed with relevant examples along with the recommendations based on the evaluation.


















 Blended learning with traditional classroom learning

This concept has been introduced to address the requirements of learning and several learner's styles by implementing two key dimensions of learning. It is used to explain an approach towards e-learning along with traditional classroom processes and create a hybrid teaching methodology through independent study (Madden et al., 2019). It is a combination of offline and online learning methods in which both the methods complement each other, this will help the learner to enjoy the opportunities from both concepts.
Pros and cons of blended learning in the university education
Some of the advantages of "blended learning", in university education include:
Collaboration of Fosters: It is easier for trainers and learners to get connected outside the class with the help of collaborative tools. 
Instantaneous communication facilities: There are certain online tools for communication that helps the learners to connect with the trainers effectively. 
Increased accessibility and flexibility: trainers and learners get 24 hours access through LMS for learning materials (Mozelius and Hettiarachchi, 2017). This makes their work and learning more flexible in nature.
Support for individuals: The environment of blended learning can be easily personalized according to the learner's comfort, as it comes with several coping abilities.
Interaction in educational environment: educational games which are interactive and technology-based significantly increase the interest of the students in the session
Tracking skills and performance for the participants: It is helpful for the teachers to track every learner's time spent on a particular activity or task. 
Efficient assessment of the students: Evaluations for the students can be done with specific reporting in every required section and automated grading through a build-in rubric (Singh, 2021). 
Computer literacy skills are enhanced: This concept will make the students well-prepared for the future, also will make them utilize most of the digitally available opportunities. 

Some of the disadvantages of "blended learning", in university education include:
Dependence on technology: Dependence on the internet is huge for the use of tools and technological resources.
Involvement of heavy expenses: huge investments are required for hi-tech devices and setting up infrastructure.
IT literacy: It might be difficult for the teachers and trainers to understand the technicality of the tools and devices used. 
Overload for teachers: It is difficult for conservative teachers to adopt the technologies to maintain a balance and lesson plan effectively (Prescott et al., 2018).
Increase in student's cognitive load: it is an entirely new world for students, and they might take time to get adapted to the concept.
Excessive exposure on the web: Digital resources are not always appropriate to the age or entirely authentic. Students most of the time tend to get fascinated by unsuitable or irrelevant things.
Lack of supervision: Students develop lesser supervision which might affect students' performance.

Pros and cons of traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors

Advantages of traditional classroom learning in higher education are as follows:
Accessibility of the trainer: In the traditional method of learning trainers are accessible during school hours or maybe later. However, during the online classes, most of the time trainers are available only during the session.
Structure of subject: Some studies cannot be explained through web-based education and for that matter, the students' inspiration to study will significantly.
Discipline: Discipline is a habit that forms gradually while spending time in class, online classes might not be enough to instruct students about being well-disciplined.
Educational and social development: In traditional classrooms, there is eye-to-eye contact with the peers and the trainer (Lakhal and Meyer, 2020). This helps the learners to be more social and scope to practically explore.
Training driven by instructors: Instructors drive the training in the classrooms and help instantly in fixing the issues and problems faced by the students in any area.

Disadvantages of traditional classroom learning in higher education are as follows:
Students focus on the wrong directions: Most of the time when the students miss the classes, they tend to collect notes instead of understanding the concept, which is simply of no use.
More time on presentation, less time for practice: Since the delivery of the concept needs to be done under a limited or fixed period. There is little time left for the students to practice and most of the time practice becomes a part of a task to be done at home.
One-size-fits-all lectures: The lectures provided in the classroom are mostly common for all (Asarta and Schmidt, 2020). There is no time left for the trainer to explain the terms individually to every student.

Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present. Support your arguments using evidence and examples

About twenty years ago, education was all about books and classroom lectures. However, nowadays websites and several technologies are equally responsible for providing education at every level. Those days, students used to entirely depend on libraries for books for any research or project but now they depend on the internet for every information. A major change has developed in the curriculum and that is schools are teaching skills to the students instead of teaching them content. The student's interaction with the content has changed entirely with the emergence of a blended learning educational system. A dramatic shift has taken place in the ecosystem of education as a whole and now in every educational level, blended and online education have significantly become a norm (Popovic et al., 2018). Modern learners tend to get easily distracted, they are very much more social than previous generations, demand information and solutions in no time, are independent, enthusiastic, most of the time on the go. The modern method of learning is mostly based on activity, collaboration techniques, and demonstrating. It is believed to be more effective than traditional teaching methods. 
Learning methods of the past include learning through historical atlases, historical movies, going through inspiring autobiographies, and cultural events. Also, cooking historical dishes, tour to historical places and museums and tracing out historical roots of the family. Previously, teachers were believed to be the controller of the classroom or the educational atmosphere. Those days the content of the lesson and its delivery used to be especially important, and students used to develop extra knowledge with the help of drill and practice. There is no single best method of teaching, as every student is different and so are the teachers. To make the teaching method work, it should be appropriate for both the students as well as the teachers (Chan et al., 2017). Different students have diverse ways and paces of gathering knowledge, this is the reason why proper coordination of the students, and the teacher is necessary. 
During the pandemic situation due to Covid-19, the schools were closed, and the education system was hugely affected. The situation was exaggerated and for that matter, the education system got interrupted. That is when the schools came up with the idea of introducing an online education method, to reduce the effect of covid-19 in the education system. Instead of having no school, it was better to make the process remote which would prevent hampering the career of the students. This was the actual period of transition when the entire traditional educational system shifted entirely into an online educational system. However, it reduced the effect of Covid-19 on the educational system, it had several disadvantages like it was hard to provide essential learning entirely online (Reidsema et al., 2017). Also, the transitional platform of distance learning tends to be messier and more frustrating for students as well as for teachers. The period of the school is reduced due to the slow exposure of the student in front of the screen can be harmful. The parents were instructed to guide the students at home which was another challenging task due to the limited educational resources. 
This method however was not completely successful to develop because of high economic costs, as students come from various financial backgrounds, and everyone cannot take online classes. So, learners with poor financial backgrounds are left unattended unless any action is taken by the government (Medeiros et al., 2018). Also, this was challenging for the working parents who had to stay back home or had to leave their child alone at home which influenced substance abuse and peer pressure.



Recommendations you would make based on your evaluation
According to the previous understanding, it can be evaluated that, both the learning methods are important. However, it also depends on the learner and their preferred learning method. Education, just like the other sectors, is highly developing as nowadays the teachers are better organized, they have well-established themselves. Teachers, parents, and students have a good understanding of consistent routines (Hodges et al., 2020). The absence rate of the teachers is comparatively low. Learners and teachers are more interested in attending schools, as they can have a good relationship with various personalities that might add an extra advantage for future development. 
· The implementation of digital game-based learning and ICT tools in the classrooms itself so that students of every financial level can have an equal opportunity of understanding and learning. 
· It is important to differentiate the students according to their level of skills and understanding to provide them with the task that matches their level.
· Using flipped classroom models the students can be encouraged to read or watch videos to grab the idea of the content at home (Kahu and Nelson, 2018). Instead of doing the activities related to the content as homework, it can be done in the class which will also increase the student-teacher interaction.
· Implementing cooperative learning helps the students to work together to complete the task that has been assigned. In cooperative learning to achieve the outcome, the students have to rely on each other which will also increase the interaction among the students.
· The less experienced teachers can significantly speak to the more experienced teachers or colleagues for discussion on good practices and learn and develop new teaching techniques (Willis, 2021). The new techniques can be completely new to someone which can be applied in the teaching to deliver ideas to the students in a better way.
· Teachers communicating with parents is equally important as communicating with other teachers. This will allow both the parents and the teachers to exchange ideas about the student. Parents do play a vital role in the education of their children because they can easily supervise students at home and force them to complete their assigned work.
· The teacher needs to create a welcoming environment for the students, where they feel connected and safe. An education environment provides a diverse atmosphere, so it is extremely important for the teacher to create an unbiased atmosphere where students feel comfortable to share their opinion (Reynolds et al., 2021). Also using the language which will promote diversity is necessary.

 

 


 





Conclusion

The report has successfully discussed academic and employability skills. In Task 1 blended learning and classroom learning has been discussed thoroughly. Then further in the report, the point of discussion was about the advantages and disadvantages involved in the blended. Also, the advantages and disadvantages involved in the process of traditional learning. Then the report discussed and evaluated both the forms of learning that were followed in the past and that are followed presently. Thereafter, the report shared the recommendations based on the evaluation. 
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