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[bookmark: _Toc102658673]Abstract:
The purpose of this research was to find out youth crime and if criminals are born or made youth crime. This dissertation is about researching about youth crime and whether criminals are born or made, this is important as it will help the local authorities and the police put preventative measures in place and this will hopefully limit youth crime to a minimum. The research carried out will be a questionnaire given to the general public and those involved in the studies of this nature. Also within the people who are doing the research will be expertise in this field. The key research shows that there is a mix between born and made and that the environment plays a pivotal role in whether their commit crime or not. The implications of the findings are that the local authorities and the police need to find out about the background of a criminal to be able to prevent them re-offending in the future.
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[bookmark: _Toc102658675]Introduction
The topic that is going to be focused is Youth crime: Are criminals born or made, and if so how?  The reason it has been chosen to look at this area of field because this is a topic that is very interesting and believe that it has a lot of depth to dive into the way a young person can get initially get involved into a life of crime whether that be from them having an adverse childhood experience, coerced or even forced into it. On the other hand, if they are born a criminal how that has become and begin to take a closer look into the science behind that to see if it’s a certain gene a person may have or just naturally more predisposed to being a criminal through there traits and characteristics. Also it is believed that this is a topic which has lots of opposing views to which would make a compelling discussion to showcase both sides of the argument to hopefully come to a reasonable conclusion on whether youth crime is primarily down to you being naturally predisposed to crime or if it is down to outside influences.
This topic is worthy of consideration as it has lots of elements which can be explored down various different avenues. This topic opens up lots of different angles to which a child can get involved in crime and will show that not all reasons for youth crime are as straight forward as you would think and there could be other reasons for them committing a crime.  This has a psychology background which enables you to really understand a person and what is going on in their mind and what makes them think the way they do. This would also help within the Police force as it would help you get a deeper insight to the criminal mind and what triggers a person to act a certain way and do certain things. Also this particular topic will enable the researcher to do well and demonstrate their academic strengths so that they can showcase this in their dissertation. In doing this they will be better equipped to go into a future job role as it will help them understand youths and their behaviour.
 The Key Objectives of this dissertation are as follows: -
The first objective is that there will be the research behind the Science behind whether a criminal is born and if there is a certain gene or characteristic that a certain person has, to make them more likely to go into a life of crime.

The second objective is that there will be research on Adverse childhood experiences and what they entail and what are the effects on youths now and in their future and does this mean that a youth is far more likely to commit crime if they have had a negative childhood involving ACE’s or not.
The last objective is that there will be research into social status and family background and if a child has been coerced or forced into a life of crime.

The psychology behind the way in which our mind works is the key literature that will be used in the research will be relevant articles on past and present crimes committed by children. It will also include clinical studies produced around the study of youth crime backed up with facts and figures. There will be some research using government reports and also relevant journals to support my dissertation.
There will be a questionnaire provided for those to fill in and from that there will be a data analysis backed up with facts and figures to display the findings so that it will be easier for those reading this dissertation to understand. This method will be accurate and up to date with evidence from expertise and the general public to give me a bigger picture of what the general consensus is on youth crime. Using qualitative research is going to be useful in the dissertation as it will address the questions and enable the researcher to have a deeper understanding of what type of crimes and how many are being committed by young people. This type of research allows a researcher to ask particular questions about the topics that statistics cannot answer. There will be some use of quantitative research used as this will enable the researcher to find out age, gender and overall percentage of what think about a criminal being born or made.
I will be asking the general public to gauge their perspective of the topic but also within that the researcher will be asking an expert within the teaching capacity to give their opinion as they have a wealth of knowledge in this field but will also provide an unbiased opinion on this topic. This will give a greater insight to what the public and expertise think, so that the researcher can produce an informative and knowledgeable assessment on the topic that has been chosen. This dissertation will display research from various different sources ranging from internet research, e-books and prior knowledge. The research presented will have relevant theorists to back up each point given. The Conclusion of this dissertation will show if criminals are born or made and if there are underlying issues and causes that make youths become involved in criminal activity. There will be recommendations made to improve the youth crime rate overall and any other solutions to which will help the future of youths lives as well.







[bookmark: _Toc102658676]Literature Review:
This review examines the current literature regarding youth crime: are criminals born or made. The objective is to ultimately come to a conclusion to the reasoning behind youth crime and whether it is down to adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s) or if they are naturally more predisposed to committing crimes during their lifetime.
The reasoning behind choosing this topic of choice is because it is a vast topic with a variety of talking points and different avenues to go down, which can help establish different points of view. Also another reason for choosing this topic is because youth crime rates are seemingly on the increase in recent times and it would be interesting to see the reasoning behind it and the prevention or intervention that can be down to help with this issue.
The literature revealed that “Almost three quarters of children remanded to custody received a non-custodial outcome according to the UK Government (2022)” which means that there are definitely intervention/prevention programmes in place which are clearly working and reducing youth crime rate overall. This statistic includes the effects of the pandemic on the system, which clearly shows that there has been less convictions due to court closures and everything being put onto remote measures, so this has given a lower statistic than previous years but because of this it has also shown the changes to people’s behaviour with limited social contact a rise in new offences which has to be taken into account as well.
In the year 2018/19 the statistic shows an increase in “custodial sentences lengths given to children increased by six months over the last ten years from 11.4 to 17.7 months according to the UK Government (2019)” which shows that children’s punishments are getting harsher and acting as a deterrent for those other people who are at risk of committing a crime in the future.
There are clear links between poverty and the rise in serious youth crime as the data shows that between 2012 and 2017 the author of the BBC News (2019) says “the number of under 25 killed doubled to 64” which shows that the poorer the area the higher the rates of violence are likely to be.
“According to CFC (2019) Children growing up in poverty are seven times” more likely to harm themselves ad be involved in violent crimes as young adults, this shows that unless there is sufficient housing and education these children will not be able to escape the cycle of offending, and just keep following their family trends of imprisonment and life on the poverty line.
Looking at the law on youths, it shows that in England and Wales the age for criminal responsibility is 10 years’ old which tells the public that in the eyes of the law a 10-year-old is capable of making choices whether it will be right or wrong. If a child aged between 10 and 17 get arrested they can go to court and get different sentences to adults and end up in a secure centre for young people. There is a particular case with James Bulger where his murderers were 10 years old, when they kidnapped, tortured and killed James Bulger in 1993.They stayed in a young offenders’ institute until the age of 18. “This murder shocked Britain claims Butterworth (2021)” because of the brutality of the crime and it was committed by children and this was never heard of at the time. There were issues with the boy’s families and mistreatment of them but this clearly shows that a child at the age of 10 can understand right from wrong and should be held accountable for their actions like these two boys were.

The sequence of the review will be firstly looking into the theory of criminals and whether there is a specific look that makes them criminals, then the science behind it, followed by poverty, childhood adverse traumas and their links to youth crime. 
The statistics that prove youth crime has risen over the last ten years and the relationships between youths and serious crimes. However, since the focus of this research is on youth crime, adult offending will not be reviewed and will only be used in reference to prove persistent offending into adulthood.
This review refers to experiences of youth crime especially those who are under the age of 18. There are a wide range of internet searches and carefully selected articles which were chosen to be reliable, relevant to the context. Search criteria included in this review are: - ‘Are criminals born or made’, ‘Theory of crime’, ‘Poverty link’, ‘Review of the youth justice system’, and ‘youth justice statistics 2021 and 2019’, there was some searches on e-books which was suitable. The literature was reviewed by the author, resulting in the selection of those appearing in this paper. “The project Gutenberg E-book of Criminal Man, by Gina Lombroso- Ferrero.
The science behind whether criminals are born or made, show that the theory of criminology suggest that it could be down to the way they look which proves if they are a “born criminal according to Brookes (2019)”, this shows that genetics are also involved in the making of criminals and further research is needed to prove this one way or another.
The themes that will be reviewed are Cesare Lombroso: Theory of crime as this will help establish a certain type of person who is more likely to commit a crime in the future, also linking in past criminals to see if they fit into the theory or not. The links between poverty and youth crime, so that the evidence can be displayed in order to make future recommendations if this proves to be the case. “According to Reid (2018) Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) have an impact on future violence and committing crimes and the reasoning behind the links on youth crime”. Also statistics to back up relevant points that have been made throughout the review.
In this review there is evidence from some of the literature that has been read that even though crime has fallen, serious youth crime is increasing and that they are now committing more serious crimes.  The author Gray (2021) shows that it is now “drug related issues, robbery or violence” and the perpetrators of these crimes are getting much younger. The amount spent on serious crime has “gone up by 50%  according to Gray (2021)”, from this literature it also shows that adverse childhood experiences are a huge factor in the rise in particular crimes. But now because of this there is an increase in knowledge that there is a clear importance of knowing that if a child comes into custody you are trauma trained so that you can deal with the children with ACE’s and they will have the support from outside agencies so that they understand and get treated appropriately and that all the evidence gets given to the courts so that they can make an informed decision when deciding on the sentence.
Looking at articles from other countries it is clear to see that they have their own opinion on whether criminals are born or made. The perception is in Los Angeles is that they have clear picture of what they think a future criminal would look like “short and have muscles rather than consciences” Barr (1985). The author Herstein (1985) implies that they are not very intelligent but are strong, but controversially they think there is no “crime gene”. But they are born and not made because of their lack of intelligence and temperament which determines whether they will engage in criminal activity or not.
Another article written by the author Mosley (2015) features about the way a criminal’s brain looks like in comparison to a person who has not committed any crimes before and the evidence suggests that the brains of a convicted murderer is slightly different to others. There is “reduced activity in the pre-frontal cortex” which is the part that controls the emotions and stop people getting angry quickly, which means they are more likely to be angry and unable to control themselves in high risk situations. So therefore, it is a possibility that these people could be born with this genetic defect or it could be created by some form of abuse in childhood which makes the front part of the brain not form completely. This is where a criminal could be created and in later life and turn into a murderer. But on the other hand it says “30% of men according to the author Mosley (2015)” have a so gene called MAOA which regulates levels of neurotransmitters involved in impulse control, so that means that if you are likely to be violent, and does not depend on your childhood. Not all of those go onto committing crimes. This particular article really states that there is a case for peoples to have some genetic displacement but the environment they live in also plays a part.
There are many studies surrounding youth crime and the links to trauma, this particular article by Brown (2018) shows that “childhood trauma does not come in one single package” which clearly show that whatever happens in your life does affect you in adulthood. They change the person and shape the individual’s personality and life choices. Unfortunately, it often finds a connection with criminal behaviour as it makes them get some form of control back after suffering ACE’s in their childhood. But not all children who have suffered trauma will end up criminals and this is where there are grey areas in which no one can really answer as there are links but not all end up that way which means that it cannot always be put down as a reason for criminal behaviour. “According to Davies (2018) Genetics and environment” can encourage violent behaviour as there could be links to prove you are more likely to be violent but if you combine this to where you live and who you associate with would mean you are at much higher risk of being a criminal rather than just one of the factors alone which does not mean you are more likely.
Further evidence found that there is a clear link between ACE’s and crime. Often those who have experienced multiple ACE’s are likely to engage in risk taking behaviours which can sometimes lead to being involved in criminal activity. Those people who suffered 4 or more ACE’s are “14 times more likely to be a victim of violence, 15 times more likely to be a perpetrator of violence and 20 times more likely to go to prison as stated by (Scottish Government 2018)” which shows by these statistics that youth crime has links with ACE’s and is a contributory factor within a certain amount of youths who have suffered them.
There are many psychologists who have tried to prove whether a criminal can be born or made, Professor Adrian is one of those. He clearly states that they are born “50% of the variance in antisocial behaviour is attributed to genetic influences according to the author Raine (2008)” which shows that there is MAOA gene which seems to create a highly aggressive person, which means that someone with less levels are likely to be more antisocial and not worry about the consequences of their actions so therefore, would enter a life of crime if their peer groups are doing it. So social environment can interact with genetics to increase the chances of antisocial behaviour.
The links between youth crime and what crimes are youths committing overall. “The figures for juvenile crime rate rise then fall claimed by MST (2018)” this means that there are some interventions which are in place to help youths stop reoffending work whilst others cannot change that quickly and re-offend. The most common crime for youths is theft as most youngsters will try to do this to be popular but not necessarily as the new way of life, on the other hand some will do it out of necessity and need to eat or get money to support themselves as they know no adult will help them make correct life choices.
There are some interventions that have been successful and there are reports to say that it does make a difference to some youths lives. There are a few interventions which are in place. BPT is where they teach parents to be consistent in reinforcing good behaviour. “BPT is more effective with smaller classes sizes claims CYT (2008)” this shows that some people will only try to change if others are not around to encourage them. The younger these interventions happen the better success rate is.
Often it seems that early intervention is the main key to success and working with the families who the youths are at risk of being involved with criminal activity. Educational programs give information to help those to look at their actions and explain each action has consequences.  “According to Impact Law (2022) Most crimes committed by youths are between 2pm and 8pm” so this means that there needs to be youth clubs and recreational activities to stop them from being bored and gives them skills to be able to make the right choices. Sports, Music and Drama are key in making youths have other things to occupy their minds.
 The author Stafford (2018) says that some articles which say if you treat young people like criminals they will start acting like it. Young people have always being labelled “troublemakers” which often means that young people could be just meeting up with friends but as there could be a few of them, some automatically assume they are going to create antisocial behaviour and engage in criminal behaviour, but this is not always the case. So some youngsters think if they are going to label them they might as well do it. Which unfortunately feeds into those who have misconceptions about the youth of today. Giving labels to young people limits their opportunities and expectations and often those from deprived areas get harsher punishments compared to those in affluent area which clearly is not fair, a crime should be judged purely on what it is and not the address.
There is a link to communities that have a lack of sporting opportunities are the same communities that have a higher level of crime. “According to Street Games (2022) Most crime with young people is antisocial behaviour” which shows that most young people will grow out of this and continue a normal life without being involved in crime but for some it is the start of what they choose for the future.
This shows people what the issues with parents still being held responsible for their children until the age of 18 and this can prove quite difficult as teenagers want to treated like adults but this law in place clearly frustrates both parents and their children as the parents feel that once they have left school they should be allowed to make their own decisions/mistakes so that they can learn from them but this is not all parents. Ultimately it is the parents who will have the final decision as they are still legally responsible for them until they turn 18. Sometimes people who suffer mental illnesses may need more support and the responsibility will continue into their adulthood.
Unfortunately, there is a public perception that those suffering from mental illnesses go out and commit crimes, but often they are the victims and have been led into a situation they cannot get out of. The statistics show that “45% of people with severe mental illness were victims of crime as maintained by Pettitt (2013)”, so that these people get exposed to crime because of their mental health issues.

The other literature shows that there is consistent report backing up the evidence given that young people who have had a bad childhood are far more likely to end up involved in the life of crime and more preventions need to be in place to break the cycle. 
The relation between the chosen topic and its wider subject are, shows that there is a combination of reasons behind youth crime and that not all goes under one umbrella and all these areas need to be explored to give and educated and informed decision. There will be also some general literature being reviewed but that will not be the sole topic, it will just be used as a reference to back up the point that has been made.
In summary the literature proves that there is so many aspects to why a child would turn to a life of crime and that there are definitely certain people who would be more likely to do it, based on the evidence that has been found, but every child needs to be treated on their own merits and not be put under a certain category as putting a label on it does not solve the problem be can create another one by allowing that person to have an excuse for their behaviour so therefore not having to deal with it as it is not their fault. There are some points in the literature which show that more work and investment is needed to break the cycle of youth crime.

[bookmark: _Toc102658677]Research Methods:
There will be primary research conducted to gage overall consensus about youth crime and the origin of where it stems from. The method of choice will be mainly qualitative research because it will give a wider audience and from different people in different social classes which results in a broader spectrum of opinions of people with different backgrounds, gender and age groups. This is important as it not isolated to one group of people so there is no bias information and w to get more will allow you to get more accurate information of what people actually believe. Also having an anonymous questionnaire allows people to voice their true and unfiltered beliefs and opinions about the chose subject matter.
Qualitative research methods help with understanding different views and perceptions which people have, which allows for easy understanding for the outcome of the findings. It can also offer visions and solutions to problems that are in the society as a whole and can help with making recommendations. 
Whilst using this style of research methodology, it can enable the analysis to be more up to date and overall gage people’s real worries and views. There will be quantitative research included in the questionnaire as it will help get numerical date on which age group has completed the questionnaire, so that it can be used to show different opinions of different age groups as this will mean that it is an informed and not gender, age group biased questionnaire. Using a mixture of both qualitative and quantitative research allows the person completing the questionnaire to basic tick box answers and allows for opinions to be made with judgement.
Also when the research has been completed it can make it easier to analysis both types of research as some questions just need numeric analysis, whilst others need more justified analysis on what the opinions are of different people. By using both qualitative and quantitative research means that some people do not have to spend more than five minutes doing the questionnaire, as just doing qualitative research might put them off as they might not have time to complete it, so therefore putting it off to a different time and maybe forgetting to do it at all. When doing questionnaires, it needs to be considered that the length or amount of questions in a questionnaire as this can be off putting to some as they might not have enough time, even though they are interested in helping the person doing the research.
The philosophy behind this research method which determines which way that the research will be conducted by through “interpretivism “Dudovisky (2021) which means that knowledge and experiences are subjective but are a valid source of research because when the questionnaire will be created it allows for people’s thoughts and views to be analysed, so that there can be an overall opinion made.
Interpretivism is useful as it allows the general public to be completely involved in the study which makes people think their opinion is important and therefore allows them to voice their opinion without any judgement being placed on them. This approach can be used to group together results in terms of their age, gender and social status which means that you will be able to see if whether a person’s opinion changes due to their background and if so why?
This can allow for researcher to become a social actor to appreciate differences between people. The author Dudovisky (2021) “Interpretivism studies”  can help focus on meaning and use both qualitative and quantitative research in order to reflect different aspects of the issue.  The type of questionnaire that will be used in this dissertation will be google forms, as it is easy to access and allows for easy distribution via email which means that you can also use the links on social media sites which will give a broader audience that just using older and basic formats. With using this format, it gives the researcher instant responses to analysis all the information quickly and easily, its format will display the results in various ways to make it easier to put into the findings as you can copy and paste each result in the document if needed.
This research will allow the researcher to ask direct questions about the chosen topic that statistics alone cannot answer as it will only give a figure but no true opinion can be attached to it.  In this questionnaire there is the general public and some chosen expertise to give their opinion as they have a wealth of knowledge and will be able to provide information based on real life facts and not just opinions. This will help form a knowledgeable assessment on the topic that has been chosen. Selecting to use people that are in this chosen field means that the information they give can be compared to those in the general public and this be useful to see if the professionals in this field are of the same opinion as they general public and if not why?
The research strategy that has been chosen is to get primary research to help with analysing the information provided to make an informed judgement on youth crime. The information that will be received will be reliable as some will be expertise which will provide accurate and valid responses, others will be doing the same or similar course as researcher and others are the general public which will be personally known by the researcher.
Ethics in this research will be ethically and reliably sound and guidelines produced by “ESRC” (2021) will help make sure that there will be no questions that will cause harm or offense. It will be honest and will make sure that the respondents will have fully understood why the questionnaire has been made and what the information will be used for so that they are happy to provide consent for the researcher to use their information given. It will guarantee confidentiality and anonymity to those willing to complete the questionnaire so that they have complete faith in the researcher that they will not divulging any information given to anyone in the general public.
When reporting the information, the questions will not have any bias because the questions will be mainly about what they think and this should enable the researcher to gather the information without being biased or making leading questions which could form bias. Each person who completes the questionnaire will fully understand what the purpose of the research is for as it will have an introductory paragraph explaining what it is for and what the information will be used for. It will be open and honest about what the research is being use for and each participant is free to choose whether they want to participate or not.
If there is enough time, there will be a small number of family members which are willing to complete the questionnaire beforehand so that they can check the questions make sense and that it is working properly, to save any embarrassment when sending it out to the general public.
 The authors Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill (2019) have produced a model which will be adapted to this research as it will include elements even if it is not needed later in the findings.  The author Phair (2021) shows the “research onion” will be useful in helping deciding what to do in order of importance, including each layer of the onion. This means that the research carried out will not be meaningless and will have value and enable analysis easier and fairly. All questions will have mixed research type questions as this will allow to identify commonalties between sets of data and other results will be used to help gather findings in with a pre-existing theory or framework.
[bookmark: _Toc102658678]Findings:
After gathering research from the general public via a questionnaire that was sent out it was quite evident that the highest percentage which was 31.7% was from the age group 18-25, this was due to the class completing the survey. The joint second highest with 19.5% is the groups 26-35 and 55+ this is because the questionnaire was put on social media which has a varied age range and attracted interest from different age groups which makes it non biased and gives a general consensus of every age group rather just one. The lowest percentage which was 14.6% came from the groups 36-45 and 46-55, this was possibly because there are not many people within that category are on the researcher’s profile and they also may have wished not to participate in the questionnaire as they feel they might not have enough expertise in this field to complete it successfully.
There is a real clear evidence that females are far more willing to complete questionnaires than males as the percentage difference was over 50% more females completed the questionnaire over males. Females was an astounding 78% in comparison to males which was a mere 22%. There are few reasons why this could be that females’ complete questionnaires over males is that females tend to highly engaged consumers and participants and are willing to help others, they are also intrigued in what other people ae doing and like to know about it. Females feel like when they have a voice and opinion on the subject which could make them feel empowered. There also could be that at the time of which the questionnaire was sent out, there were more females available and had time to fill out the questionnaire compared to those males which could have been occupied at that moment. Another reason for the difference could be when it goes on social media feed some males might have missed it as it was not of the first page of their feed, whereas females like to scroll back to the last point that they have seen so they do not miss anything that is happening in their friends or families lives. 
Also males feel that if there is no incentive to fill out a questionnaire they are not compelled to answer it even if they know the person doing it, whereas a female would think the opposite and want to help their friends and family without needing an incentive. Males are generally more competitive than females and if they could see another male receiving more responses than themselves they might not fill in the questionnaire to keep their score lower than themselves, alternatively if they liked a female who was doing the questionnaire they might fill it out to make a good impression on her. But looking at past research it is a common theme that males are less likely to respond to questionnaires than females.
While asking the respondents what age do they think is the age of criminal responsibility is in the U.K, it was 46.3% which shows that people have the same perspectives and understand the law and realise that a child is capable at the age of 10 to know what is right or wrong. There is a clear consensus amongst those who completed the questionnaire that anyone over the age of 10 can determine which path they choose and that they need to take responsibility for their own actions and not be passed onto the parents. Ultimately, it will be the parents who will also be judged as some will say it is still partly their fault for bringing up the child, even knowing all the facts. This was looked at in the James Bulger case which was previously researched in the literature review. This is backed up by the research done earlier on in the dissertation, the figure that was surprising is that 34.1% though it was the age of 16, which can be down to the fact that they have left School and should fully understand what they have done and suffer the consequences of their actions.
When asking a questionnaire to the general public about if your personality was influenced by your genetics or your environment, the answers were clearly mixed and that backs up all the research done in the literature review, whilst everyone is in agreement that a combination of genetics and environment can lead to youth down the wrong path, there is a lot to think of. Many of the respondents think that if your parents bring you up correctly and understand good values you will not turn into a life of crime, but at the same time if they find themselves in a situation where your friends are involved in crime, it might just be that you follow them rather than the values you have been set at home. The results are that clearly either genetic or environment are clearly to blame for a child/youth decision to choose a life of crime or not. As in the review it is apparent that your social status is a factor in determining whether a youth will follow in the footsteps of a family member or peers, as they see this as the normal way of living. A combination of genetics and environment would prove to be lethal, as if they have the gene missing in their pre-frontal cortex plus having friends who commit crimes would have an increased likelihood to commit crimes at some point during their life.
When asking respondents, the question of if a criminal was born or made? there is resounding winner by a clear margin of 90.2% of people voting in favour of believing that a criminal is made. In the research found there is more of a balance of opinions, facts and the research is split between the idea that a criminal can be born or made. There are facts to back up both and there is lots of research which has been done to prove either way but nothing conclusive to justify one way or the other. There are links to a gene MOAO being missing in the pre-frontal cortex, Professor Adrian Raine states that if a young person has shown from the CT scan that they are missing this particular gene that they are more likely to be aggressive and not think about their actions having consequences which could ultimately lead them engaging in criminal behaviour. On the other hand, there are facts to show that where the criminal is from and who they associate with can clearly influence your choices to engage in crime or not. This research showed that the perspectives originally thought with no definite answer to the question, proves that it can be both otherwise the research and peoples answer would be the same.
The research into what ae do parents remain legally responsible for their children was 18 which 63.4% of the respondents agreed with, the other 36.6% choose 16 which some would think at the school leaving age you are responsible for making choices whether it be a job, apprenticeship or further studies, if they are making these lifestyle choices maybe the onus should no longer be on the parents, but just purely guidance until they are 18. The result matched what was initially thought and backed up by research into what ages of criminality and responsibility. This research did not come as a surprise but just confirmed initial thoughts and perspectives on the subject matter. The ideology that parents has the right to make major decisions about their education and consenting to treatment mean that some youths might find and that overbearing and want to make their decisions and learn from them.
One of the questions which really had an overall opinion on was the question about Cesare Lombrosso theory and if they thought it had any substance and was correct, it was an astounding 100% that disagreed with this theory as the majority thought that certain characteristics will not make you more likely to commit crimes. They all feel that if there was a certain type of look of a person that it would make the job of a police officer easier, but they also say criminals come in all sorts of different shapes and sizes. Also people should not be judged with the way they look and this could be deemed as prejudice towards a certain type of person. This result was completely different to what was initially researched as in the theory it really believes that some have certain physical traits which can determine whether they will commit a crime or not. There is more research that proves this ideology is true and that some will have physical features in common when they look at certain types of criminals. So this result does not feed into certain perspectives at all. 
There is definite links between certain traits but as this ideology is from the 1930’s it may well be outdated and further research into this subject matter will need to be done, to prove this one way or the other. The divergence in this question was so obvious that it has really changed over time and people’s perceptions are more based on facts and evidence rather than from a long time ago.
Another question that was put to the general public was that do they think ACE’s have a negative impact on children and believe this maybe one of the reasons youth are getting involved in criminal activity, an astounding 83% said yes they do believe this is one of the major factors with youths getting involved in crime. This was exactly the same in the research done previously, there are various reasons for this statistic and that is because these children/youths are in a cycle and will continue the same activity and often find friends in the criminal world, as they see this as normal behaviour. Although it does also mean that not all youths will go onto do criminal behaviour and because the damage done by these experiences can lead them to desperation, lack of identity, shame, lack of empathy and a desire to be accepted can sometimes lead them into a situation where they become involved in criminal activity. Negative impacts on children can shape their minds into a life of crime as this is all they know and there should be more help and advice for these youths to break the cycle and not be left in the judicial system to sort these issues out as this is where for some could be that they meet like-minded people and decide to carry on with their lives.
Often it is said that youths are to blame for crime in the society, the answers for this questions were completely split by these voting 42.5% in neutral which means that they believe that it’s a mixture of youths and adults who commit crimes in society, and a 32.5% disagree with this idea as it seems that it is not conclusive and that a lot of people understand that crime can be committed by anyone, not just youths. This result proves that not all the people of a certain age are criminal and this shows the same result in previous research and it does back up what the majority are feeling about youths today. A lot of people believe that there should be more support for youths and wants them to have more opportunities to make a difference by putting more youth centres and sports activities so that they do not get bored in their community and start doing criminal activity just so they have something to do and pass time. 
The result of another question was what crime was most common amongst youths and the answer was split between theft and disorderly conduct coming in over 30% which also backs up the evidence found in the previous research shown in the literature review. This also shows that youths get bored and gather together and often get misinterpreted as anti-social behaviour although some are, there are those who choose to meet up and spend time together without causing any trouble at all. Sometime disorderly conduct could be linked to youths underage drinking or drugs which can cause a problem for the general public and maybe they might do things they would not necessary do normally. The result followed closely to drug abuse which can change a teenager’s behaviour and make them do or act in a different way. Although this seems to have happened over generations but each time it feels that it is getting worse. This information gathered backs up all research found in chapter 2 and proves that theft and disorderly conduct followed closely by drug abuse are the most common ones to which a youth would get into initially. This cycle needs to change to make a difference.













[bookmark: _Toc102658679]Conclusion:
Overall, to conclude this dissertation on youth crime and whether criminals are born or made it seems quite evident that there are arguments for being born a criminal but more so being made as the environment to which you live in can mould the person into what they are they are going to be in the future, the friends that people choose can decide the future that they want to be part of. It does not mean where you live can decide their future as people can decide to move away and try to better themselves but often the place they live in can make you choose bad lifestyle choices. It is also clear that any ACE’s a child suffers has an impact on them for the rest of their lives and is at higher risk of getting involved in criminal activity because those youths often end up with friends that are involved in the criminal world.
It shows from all research that was conducted that most people believe that there is not enough for youngsters to do and there is no good role models in place so that they can aspire to be like, which is desperately needed if there is going to be a change in youth crime. Youths can change if they are given opportunities to do so, they do not necessary want to do what they are doing but sometimes do not see any other way. Youth clubs and sporting activities should be more available for them to go to. Also when they are in the youth centre, there be should someone they can talk should be someone they can talk to about anything from job applications, general problems, housing and finance so that they know that there is someone who will help them if they need it. The police should try to break the stigma between them and youths as this would help them and the police feel that they are not there to try to catch them out but are there to help them. They could be good role models to those vulnerable youths and maybe if they can get through to some of the youths ut could make a difference.
The qualitative and quantitative research really helped because it made it clear what people really thought and by opening it up to all age groups there was no bias and varied responses but surprisingly most had very similar responses even from different age groups which was surprising as often the older generation blame the younger generation for everything that goes wrong, which is a negative view towards youths.
There is clear evidence that more work should be done to get youths to change their lives and the government should invest more into these youngsters lives as they are the future and will inevitably be the ones bringing up the next generation of children and the cycle of criminal activity needs to be broken. The earlier ideologies that criminals were born with physical traits is now outdated and does not seem to have a valid creditability anymore, but the information about missing a vital gene in the pre-frontal cortex is definitely something that is true and this should be explored more as if there is a reason why certain people are more aggressive, there could be a medicine or tablet which could produce the missing gene and this could lower crime rates overall. The general public want to have more policing on the streets as they feel this will discourage youngsters to commit crime if there is a heavy police presence in their area. Lots of people would feel safer in their homes and happier to go out at night. The recommendations to change the amount of youth crime overall is to have more youth clubs and sporting activities in all areas, but not just that there should be counsellors and advisors there so that if they feel that they need to talk to someone away from their family and friends they can. Being there every week will help them trust these people and more will eventually talk to them and trust them. This type of facility should be offered to everyone not just the less affluent areas because there are still vulnerable youths in more affluent areas ad may need the support as well. 
The stigma around the police is at an all-time high and people need to be able to trust them. The police do a lot of good things for the public but that never gets publicised, the public only get to know the bad things about them and this needs to change if youths are going to feel safe and trust them. Finally, this dissertation has highlighted that there are both environmental factors and natural born tendencies play key roles in why young people get involved in crime.
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Link to the questions
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Ss1XYXIK7Iuihy1ygb-3QLND-MBqnQFMtX3nGm12dIE/edit?no_redirect=true
Link to the responses
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