Literary Research Methods & Approaches
Bibliography and the Library
A Short Note
Of the three persons responsible for the emergence of bibliography as a subject in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, W.W. Greg was librarian of Trinity College, Cambridge, and A.W. Pollard (1859-1944) worked at the British Museum, which at that time comprised also what is now a separate institution – the British Library. It is with bibliography’s relationship with libraries that the first seminar was partly concerned, and this short note is on the functions and practices of different kinds of library.

The first kind is copyright or legal deposit libraries, of which national libraries are a subset. Legal deposit or copyright libraries are entitled to receive one copy of every book or journal that is published in the United Kingdom and Ireland. There are six of these in the United Kingdom and Ireland:

· The British Library, London

· The National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth

· The National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh

· The National Library of Ireland

· The Bodleian Library, Oxford

· Cambridge University Library

Accessing the catalogues of these libraries may be done on-line, though even the British Library maintains printed and card catalogues to supplement its Integrated Catalogue and other automatic electronic catalogues, the National Library of Wales maintains microfiche catalogues, and there are Old Catalogues at Cambridge University Library to supplement the Newton Online Catalogue. The British Library has reading rooms at two locations – St Pancras and, for newspapers, Collindale. All of the copyright libraries pre-existed their legal deposit library status and hold highly significant collections of early printed books and manuscripts. Consequently another of their roles involves the preservation of their often fragile holdings.

Another kind of library is the academic or university library. The role of academic libraries is primarily to support learning, teaching, and research. They have also become the depositories of special collections. This happens in a variety of ways. The Founders’ Library at Lampeter, for example, is the original college library, the largest portion of its holdings being comprised of three big benefactions. They are the benefactions of Thomas Burgess (1756-1837 who was Bishop of St David’s when he laid the foundation stone of the College on 12 August 1822; Thomas Bowdler IV, shortly after whose death in 1825, the substantial collection of tracts or pamphlets amassed by three generations of his forebears became the property of St David’s College; and Thomas Phillips (1760-1851), the Botany Bay surgeon, whose frequent consignments of books to the College from 1834 to shortly after his death account for some 22,500 volumes. The Founders’ Library collection is held in the new Roderic Bowen Library. The East Midlands Collection of regional literature in the form of books, pamphlets, and periodicals, at the Hallward Library, University of Nottingham, has a different history. It was formally established in 1972, when the library had already been acquiring regional literature for more than 40 years. Sometimes a special collection results from the donation or bequest of an individual book collector. So, for example, the Cole Library of Early Medicine and Zoology at the University of Reading was the private library of F.J. Cole (1872-1959), who was Professor of Zoology in the University.
Besides legal deposit and academic libraries there are of course public libraries. Britain’s first public lending library opened in Manchester, in 1852, as a result of the 1850 Libraries Act.
 The opening was so significant for literacy and democracy that Dickens felt compelled to make the trip north.

Then there are private and independent libraries. For most of its history, the London Library was owned by and answerable to its members only, who had to be proposed, as to a club. But since 1963, when it was turned into a registered charity, membership has been open to anybody with a character reference and a year’s subscription. It is now the largest independent lending library in the world.

Finally, there are the libraries of professional societies. A notable example is the Society of Antiquaries of London, which was founded in 1707, and whose fellows are elected through a rigorous ballot as ‘excelling in the knowledge of Antiquities and History’. Unsurprisingly the strengths of the library lie in these areas and consist in books, manuscripts (which date from the tenth century), illustrations, paintings, and museum objects. The library is in Burlington House, London, and may be used by researchers.
� The 1850 Libraries Act allowed local authorities to spend a penny in the pound on establishing a library.
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