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Thank you, Cath, I will start by discussing some issues that have been raised by parents, as Claire has explained, we have had all our feedback forms from our parents. A few of the forms that tell us that our outdoor provision areas are looking run down, another parent said that we are in need of some more accessible areas and resources for her child, and children with additional needs. 
Spending time outdoors helps children build a connection with nature, which is essential for their overall well-being. (Louve 2005) Similarly, Montessori (1967) emphasized the importance of nature in early childhood, advocating for environments that allow children to interact freely with the world around them.
I’m sure that you will all agree that our areas do need to be updated and more inclusive. Ferdman (2021) acknowledges that inclusive leadership is allowing all individuals to achieve their best in enriching and engaging environments, where they feel a sense of belonging. Similarly, Pillman (2022) suggests that Outdoor learning has become increasingly important especially as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, which has made us all more aware of how important it is to be spending time outdoors. 
During some of our staff meetings, we have discussed the areas in our outdoor provision, and how these need to be adapted. I have recently met with Cath Delve who is our Early Years Consultant. Cath and I will meet to discuss the outdoors, and Cath will provide us with advice and guidance on how we can update the different areas.  
As these updates are made, we will be allowing the children to spend more time outdoors and the children will now have free flow throughout the day.  As stated by Care Inspectorate Wales (2022) high-quality outdoor provision should be rich in opportunities for learning, safe, accessible, and inclusive for all children. Furthermore, The Welsh government (2022) supports with enhancing outdoor learning and supports us as early years practitioners with implementing the outdoor provision into the new Curriculum for Wales.
A sensory garden could be one of the areas we add outdoors.  Sensory gardens are a brilliant way to provide cognitive stimulation. (Barton and Pretty 2010) and will enable children to engage with the various sounds and textures in the garden. The garden could include features such as plants with different textures, fruits that the children could plant, grow and taste, wind chimes and water features, which create soothing sounds for the children. This is something that can be done at low cost.
Ratio’s will need to be adapted to suit how many children will be outside, Chloe can I just check that you are able to ensure the correct ratios are adhered to please? 
We need to ensure that all staff remembers can carry out a risk assessment before the children are let outside, to ensure that there is nothing that may cause the children harm. Health and Safety at Work Act (1974) This leads me on to ensuring our health and safety policies are kept up to date, as it has been brought to my attention that one of our outdoor shed panels are falling off due to the bad weather. We need to be assessing the equipment in the morning and at the end of the day.  Cassie are you able to ensure this is adapted please?
All children should have opportunities that encourage enjoyment in outdoor provisions. Froebel (1887) supports this and emphasized the importance of nature and outdoor play. He believed that children learn best through free play in natural environments, where they can explore, observe, and interact with the world around them.
Our children need consistent access to diverse physical experiences, both indoors and outdoors, with a variety of equipment and resources. They also assist children in assessing and managing risks, encouraging them to think, plan, and make decisions. (Welsh Government 2022) 
We need to be giving as much thought to continuous, focused, and enhanced provision outdoors, as indoors. However, I do understand that we are all very busy and are often stretched for time. We need to discuss this further with SLT and work a way around it. 
We are in the process of applying for funding from Bridgend Early Years Learning Project. There are several pieces of equipment we have applied for to enhance our outdoor areas. One of the bigger pieces of equipment is a climb and slide activity tower with a den. This will support the children with their balance, coordination skills and ability to take risks. Allowing children to take risks in a safe way gives the freedom to make those marvellous mistakes, freedom to explore and learn from the experiences. Risk taking is supported by the theorist Lev Vygotsky, and within his concept on the Zone of Proximal Development, suggests that children will learn best when they are taking out of their comfort zone, and challenged beyond their capabilities.
Furthermore, Article 31 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child states that all children have the right to a safe learning environment, which is enriched with quality play opportunities. 
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