Grammar Revision 6: Quantification

1. Subject Quantifiers

The adverbs jié F‘,’ and ji 7 mean “all (the subjects)” (for
exceptions concerning jié ?{ cf. below, no.2):

ok ﬁﬁ:%iﬂ o Petty men can all nurture their
parents.

All the people of the world are

content.
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The adverb jii {5 together, both’ is often found when
the subject consists of two persons or things:

Father and mother are both alive.

The adverb ge Fﬁ means ‘each’:

4\#\? 15 o The grandees each love their own
families.

Huo ﬁ\/ means ‘some (of the subjects)’:

My = e (Someone among the people from
Song:) Someone from Song found [a
piece of] jade.

Mo % means ‘none (of the subjects)’:

AF“, B ;’\,gﬁig o The state of Jin — no [state] in
the entire realm is stronger!
The double negation mo bii B T is often used in the
sense of ‘all’:
FUJ#’U%*’\I‘T gk o None of the myriad things are not
like this. > The myriad things are all
like this.

Jin 3} (to exhaust > “exhaustively”:) ‘completely’ usually
quantlﬁes the object (cf. below), but when there is no
suitable object to be quantified, it regularly does so with
the subject:

]‘\E” Jflr’J WIR - The myriad things are all like this.

Shi: fif means ‘which one (out of a given set)’:

Higihei A 2 Hy  Of [the different kinds of] service

HIEp which one is the most important?
Serving one’s parents is most
important.

In the post-classical language, and in some cases even
carlier, some of the above adverbs develop into
pronouns: jié F‘ ‘everybody’, huo Fy  ‘someone’, mo
FL ‘nobody’.

2. Object Quantifiers

Jie ¥| may quantify the object if the subject is
unquantifiable, which is very common if the subject is a
pronoun:

e JE",@ I/ - Master Sun killed them all.
e Jg‘ S~ o Do you enjoy all these things?

In its usual function as object quantifier, jin 3\ frequently
has meanings like ‘completely [use up etc.]’:

SRR jilfh o Zipi used up all his silk offerings.
AT PPE 4 They ate up all the flesh, leaving
FIHT o f only the liver.

Like jin 3}, x7 ;& can, as a verb, mean ‘to exhaust’, and it
tends to quantify the objects of the verbs it precedes:

o ’?EE“EF;[ 7R - I want to tell all I have heard.

Bian i} (=3 ) appears to have the meaning ‘all the
objects (indiscriminately / everywhere)’:

I R > = The eye does not see everything

F
T (i (everywhere indiscriminately), the
hand does not grasp everything.

The adverb zhou rﬁj sometimes has spatial connotations:
King Wen looked at all successes
and losses, surveyed all rights and

Sl
b
wrongs.

rﬁji[l*} WV 24k o [He] knew all the areas of the Nine
Continents.

3. Adnominal Quantifiers / Prefixes
There are a few words which, used adnominally, mean

‘all the nouns’ and which function like pluralising
prefixes.

Zhii £8:

iE the feudal lords

s all the generals (jiang,ty)
BT Y] all the king of Chu’s younger

brothers
Qun ¥ (‘flock, herd’):
B all the ministers
Zhong 5t (‘crowd’):

E}'»”E’F} 168 o The crowd of monkeys (jii /') were
all pleased.






