The positives of working for free are quite a lot and many of them can help benefit an actor in gaining the skills and tools needed to succeed in the acting world. Although paid work is unappealing to many ‘it is important that not every unpaid job is necessarily one to avoid’ Reker (2021) states that its difficult to maneuver through the jobs that are unimportant and the ones that are, Reker (2021) also writes that ‘unpaid work will be around as long as it remains a foundational part of the creative industry’s economy’ so unpaid work will always exist.
Unpaid work can help an actor make contact with people who can help to build their career such as directors, producers or other actors, so it doesn’t harm an actor to do unpaid work. It helps them to find new skills and gain experience in the business. With unpaid work it could lead to someone having a reputation for doing things for free however if the person is talented or catches someone’s eye it can lead to bigger roles which would mean the person would have to be paid. 
Sometimes unpaid work can be for charities so it can be worth doing it just to help out a charity or mainly show people that you care. The main thing is though if someone loves acting to the point they want to do it professionally money shouldn’t be an issue, of course if a person relies on acting jobs to survive then its understandable but surely if you love acting, you would be ok not getting paid if your doing something you love. Doing these small unpaid jobs can lead to a person becoming a professionally paid actor. In the acting industry everyone has to start somewhere as even people like Brad Pitt, David Tennant and Karen Gillian all started in small roles before becoming the names they are today, in every industry you have to start at the bottom and work your way to the top as life doesn’t decide which person will be a huge well known actor and which person will not, that comes down to the individual, if you don’t put yourself into the industry you’ll never get anywhere and will be in the same place you are in at the moment. 
Hard work is key in any profession and may require a person to do a bit of unpaid work, this helps to get a person into the industry and start making a name for themselves. There are of course problems with unpaid work as unpaid work is not seen as professional work therefore jeopardizing a person’s chance at getting a big role, especially if some professional experience is required. If a person relies mainly on being paid for doing that work can also be a problem as doing work for free isn’t putting food on the table. The thing is the acting industry as a whole is very unpredictable so taking risks is a key thing to do, so accepting unpaid work can help a person get noticed but there’s also the risk of taking an unpaid job and then a paid job shows up but you are unable to do the paid job because you have agreed to do the unpaid job. However the acting industry will always have situations like this, even massive professional actors face similar dilemmas in which they accept a small roll in a movie and then a leading role in a huge franchise shows up. 
Doing unpaid work can also just be good for making memories and having fun as you meet new people and get to know them and just have a good time together, so even though you may not get noticed by someone, you will have made new friends and just had fun. 
To conclude I believe that a person should do unpaid work however they need to try and balance getting experience from unpaid work and money from paid work as otherwise focusing to much on one can cause problems and lead to the person getting no experience or no money, a person should always be ready to take a risk as it could lead to a huge career with loads of paid work, or can just give you experience. When starting out in the acting industry a person needs to be humble and willing to take any job that is offered as its always a gamble and sometimes the risk can pay of. Plus sometimes unpaid work can just be positive especially when it is around charity as doing unpaid work may not financially benefit you but you will be helping out someone in need which, can be worth it,
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