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Introduction
Crime Prevention is when new discussions or new practices are aimed at communities and citizens on how to protect them from illegal activities and prevent these illegal activities happening in the first place like having a risk-orientated strategy (Newburn, 2017, p.356).
There are two ways of identifying crime prevention initiatives or approaches. The first way to identify the different crime prevention would be to consider the primary, secondary and tertiary preventions (Newburn, 2017, p.600). The primary prevention refers to “action that is targeted at a general population and which aims to prevent (crime) before it occurs”. Secondary prevention is “action targeted at a more specific ‘at risk’ population.” Lastly, tertiary prevention targets at ‘known offenders,’ this is to help reduce offending or the consequences relating to offending (Brantingham and Faust, 1976, cited in Newburn 2017, p.600). The second way of using crime prevention would be the ‘situational and social approaches. A ‘Situational’ crime prevention is when “a pre-emptive approach that relies, not on improving society or its institutions, but simply reducing opportunities for crime is applied” (Clarke, 1992, cited by Newman, 2017). Examples of situational crime preventions could be: Increasing formal surveillance using alarms, CCTV, and private security patrol. Or using more natural surveillance by improving street lightening (Scottish Government, 2014) ‘Social’ crime prevention is to support community relationships by increasing the levels of informal Social Controls (Newman, 2017). The Neighbourhood Watch is an example that can help protect one another from crime happening to them and bring the community together. 
There are several theories that help with crime prevention, for example the Rational Choice Theory or the Routine Activities Theory. There are other ways to prevent crime such as, early intervention or even education.
Rational Choice Theory 
The Rational Choice Theory, which was created by Clarke and Cornish in 1986, according to The College of Policing (2022). The Rational Choice Theory was designed to suggest what criminals could be thinking about when committing a crime. The Rational Choice Theory also allows the tricky question of criminal motivation to be made into a calculation (a balancing of costs and benefits) (Newburn, 2017, p299). It is suggested by Clarke and Felson (1998, cited in College of Policing, 2022) that the Rational Choice Theory is when an individual (offender) plans to commit a specific crime and thinks of specific methods or strategies to implement that crime. The criminal is also thinking about the risk ahead and how to avoid any problems, for example, avoiding visible policing within that area, but still get a high reward from their criminal act at the end of it. 
When the Rational Choice Theory was being developed, Hedonistic calculus was considered. This is a theoretical algorithm developed by the Philosopher Jeremy Bentham in 1789 (Woodward, 2017) which describes the calculation people make between the benefits and harms of an action. It can be used as part of Rational Choice Theory as a method to talk about the criminal’s behaviour when making their decisions. Bond (2015) states that when using Hedonistic Calculus “people will weigh the possible pleasures from committing the crime against the possible pain from punishment, and act accordingly.” By using Rational Choice Theory, crime can be reduced because changes are made to make it more difficult to commit a crime, whether it is preventing an individual’s car getting stolen because of modern technology in cars with computer systems and keyless entry or preventing someone’s property from being vandalised by Graffiti due to CCTV. These types of design, based on Rational Choice Theory help influence the decisions of the criminal against doing the crime because of the high percentage chance of being caught. 
‘White-Collar Crime’ is a commonly used crime when assessing the Rational Choice Theory, there are several types of White-Collar Crime, such as: money laundering, embezzlement, fraud, bribery, and tax evasion. According to Sharp (2022) White Collor Crimes can be complex and could other counties to be involved with this crime. That is why there are multiple White Collar Crime Law enforcement agencies. For example, in the UK, there are the Serious Fraud Office (SFO), the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) who deal with White Collar Crime. In the US, the White-Collar Crime are looked over by the FBI, the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), Commodity Futures Training Commission (CFTC) and many others. Companies can help prevent white collar crimes if they have noticed the white-collar crime committed “under their roof” but do not tell the authorities (Sharp, 2022). The company themselves could pay financial penalties after the investigation if they did cooperate. Between 2020-21 the SFO had 60 cases, which involved companies paying £47.4 million in penalties and costs (SFO, 2022), and at the same year the FCA dealt with 134 cases and imposed financial penalties equalling £189.8 million (FCA, 2021).
Clarke and Cornish (1985, cited in Newburn, 2017) developed an approach for Rational Choice Theory, which states that rather than a simple choice being made for an individual to lean towards criminality, they argue that a sequence of choices must be made for there to be a rational choice, and that these choices are influenced by social and psychological factors from the individual themselves. The factors could be used as ‘criminal motivations’ which could also make the individual lean towards criminality. The rational choice, under these conditions, then becomes the study of ‘why particular people make decisions to behave in particular ways under certain circumstances’ (Newburn, 2017, p299). Clarke and Cornish (1985, cited in Newburn, 2017) summarised the rational choice process describing six elements:
The crimes and acts are carried out with the intention of benefitting the offender, the offenders try to make the best decisions they can with the risk and uncertainty involved, the offender decision-making varies depending on the nature of the crime, the decisions about getting involved in a crime (involvement decisions) are different from those involved in carrying out a specific criminal act (event decision), involvement decisions have three stages, starting to get involved, involvement and stopping involvement, and choices are made at every stage of a criminal act such as the preparation, the target selection, carrying out the act, escape and after the event (Newburn, 2017, p299-300). 
Bounded rationality
Bounded rationality links with the rational choice theory, because according to Cornish and Clarke (1985, cited in Newburn, 2017) some offences may seem ‘irrational’ and ‘irresponsible’, however, decisions could be based on clinical or pathological compulsions meaning the offender believes they are making a rational choice (American Psychiatric Association, 2021). In such a case Cornish and Clarke suggest that behaviour is ‘rational’ but bounded. Before the crime has taken place, the offenders try their best with limited time, resources, and information, which is why their decision making is categorised as rational. 
Routine Activity Theory 
Routine Activity Theory was developed by Cohen and Felson in 1979 (Newburn, 2017) and was based on Rational Choice Theory, however, the goal for the Routine Activity Theory was to identify a specific set of circumstances that happen within an individuals’ routine which would lead to other people dealing with rational choices to commit offences (Newman, 2017, p.305). This theory was first developed to try to understand rising rates of crime after the second world war, but it has since changed and developed (Newburn, 2017, p305). Cohen and Felson (1979 cited in Newburn, 2017) stated that even though the major indicators for crime, such as poverty, educational failure and unemployment went down, crime itself was still increasing. Criminological theory of the time suggested that crime should have declined, however Cohen and Felson’s proposed that because of the change of the routine activities in America between 1960 to 1975 crime increased. Cohen and Felson (1979, cited in Newburn, 2017, p. 589) then changed their attention to what is called ‘direct-contract predatory violations’ which means the ‘illegal acts’ made when someone intentionally takes or damages a person or the property of another. 
They argued that when a crime is occurring, there needs to be three key components: an offender, a target, and a lack of a capable guardian (College of Policing UK, 2022). An offender might pick a specific target because it is C.R.A.V.E.D (Concealable, Removable, Available, Valuable, Enjoyable, Disposable). A likely offender could be anyone, not just people with a deviant mind if the crime is presented right in front of them. The Routine Activity Theory could catch out someone who is planning a crime, because in the offender’s mind they are studying patterns as to which is the best time to do the crime, for example when the victim of a burglary is out of the house, which could then lead the offender into believing they are in the clear, when, the victim is aware of the perpetrator for example by using CCTV, and is able to catch them in the act.
A way of preventing criminals from stealing would be having visible policing at specific locations at specific times, because those areas and times could be where the crime trends happen the most because of the targets there and how unprotected those targets are form the criminals. 
Rational Choice Theory can help reduce cybercrime as well. For example, a case studies shows Choi (2008 cited in Leukfeldt, 2016) orchestrated a self-report survey for victimisation by computer to college students. Choi had looked at online actives, for example, email or downloading, and anti-virus software. At the end of the study, students who had anti-virus protection had less of a risk of virus victimisation, and students who were searching online for “explicit” or “leisure” activities, had an increased risk of virus victimisation.
Victim Precipitation Theory 
Victim Precipitation Theory was discovered 75 years ago by Von Hentig and Mendelsohn (Cortina et al, 2017) The Victim Precipitation Theory is more to do with victimology, but it can be linked with crime prevention by talking about how to reduce the drivers of crime. The Victim Precipitation Theory was created to examine the victim’s behaviour when they are involved in a crime. A victim might confront an offender which could then provoke the offender to do more criminal activity, for example assault on the victim, due to the angry behaviour of the victim in the first place (Cambridge University Press, 2017). When a crime has taken place, an offender might pick their victims due to their age, ethnicity, race, gender, or sexual orientation (Grand Canyon University, 2019). The Victim Precipitation Theory focuses on the unconscious behaviour of the victim because the victim is not sure whether they are going to get hurt or killed because of the victimisation, for example a politician could get threatened because their views might have a huge negative impact on specific communities which could also lead to a lot of attention. Victim Precipitation Theory can help public campaigns, for example a news article (The News of the World, 2000 cited in Newburn, 2017) ran a campaign for the introduction of a paedophile notification scheme in the UK, after the abduction and murder of Sarah Payne. The idea was to educate potential victims so that they would modify behaviour to protect themselves from known paedophiles.
Deviant Place Theory
Deviant Place Theory was designed by Stark (a Professor of Sociology) in 1986 (Wiley Online Library, 2020). It was a theory suggesting that people who are brought up in dangerous areas, are more likely to become victims of crime. For example, a thief is more likely to steal a person’s belongings in a dark alleyway in a dangerous neighbourhood. If an average individual travelled into a bad neighbourhood the risk of victimisation would increase due to the violent crime happening in the neighbourhood (Grand Canyon University, 2019). Unlike Victim Precipitation Theory, the victims are not the ones who lead to the crime happening, but they are victimised because of being in a dangerous area. The best and most straightforward way to lower their chances of being victimised is to avoid the bad areas. Deviant Place Theory has led to improvements to dangerous places, for example in south London, when building new flats, architects are no longer putting in narrow alleyways and are providing better lighting (Cuffe, 2022) because of the risk to victims. Another idea is the neighbourhood watch which can prevent crime in certain neighbourhoods which have good networks with a close-knit community making sure people are safe and keeping an eye on any suspicious activity. Lastly starting a youth centre, which will encourage young people to do activities like boxing, dancing, basketball, and so on, would help both ends of the community. Firstly, it will keep the young people distracted to want to enjoy themselves with a new hobby and meet new people. Another point will be it could change the young people themselves into not thinking of doing criminal activities and protect them from becoming victims of crime.
Conclusion 
There are several crime prevention theories. They are all trying to look at how and why crimes are committed but there does not seem to be one single one that is better than the rest. Deviant Place Theory has made improvements to places in south London by looking at how the building areas can be made better and safer for people to live in. Routine Active Theory and Rationale Choice Theory look at circumstances and what people are thinking about when the commit a crime. I think the theories all have sections that can be used to prevent crime. Without Crime Prevention, the UK and the US would be struggling to prevent these petty crimes from happening and turning into bigger crime.
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