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             GROUP IDENTIFIED

The group I have chosen to identify for this presentation is the second  and third generation of African immigrants. The reason I chose this particular group is due to my experience with them as a youth pastor. These groups is made up of young people born and raised by  African parents who migrated from Africa to the United Kingdom. They migrated to the UK for educational, economical, political and religious reasons. For most of these individuals their main aim and focus is about getting the good of the land. They’re really careless about acclimatising to the cultures and values of in the United Kingdom. On the other hand the young people are more vest with the cultural climate and values of the United Kingdom since they are born here and being raised here. 

These children tend to grow up with a clash of cultures and values, they are torn  between the British cultural values and that of their parents, which their parents seem to try to ingrained in them. Their argument is that they don’t want their children to lose their original identity. These young people become too British to be Africans and they are also too African to be British. Most of them are lost and become vulnerable and targets for “crime lords”, since their sense of identity is divided, they are forced to live a dual life style in an attempt to balance the two cultures situations.


HOW THIS GROUP OF YOUNG PEOPLE EXPERIENCE ADOLESCENCE
Young people have three phases of transitions as adolescence, namely: Biological, cognitive and social transitions, (Enoch, 2018). Young people in this group are mostly raised up with religious values and superstition. Some of these values, inhibits these young people to develop like normal young people. The is the issue of their religious texts being poorly interpreted and poorly applied.

For example let’s take , “1Corinthians  6:18  Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your own body.” This a citation from a New Testament passage of the bible.

A young person transitioning biologically will be very confused and trapped between their natural development biologically and the misconstrued theology being purported in their Christian Youth group and Homes. Teaching them to debase their bodies and repress their sexual urges, these and other adolescents themes are some of the struggles we cannot cover in the time allowed for this presentation.

HOW THIS GROUP OF YOUNG PEOPLE EXPERIENCE ACES
ACEs is defied as Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs). These are traumatic events occurring before age 18, in a child’s life. (Gardner, 2021). There are 10 indicators that are used as scores that counts towards ACES. These said scores are Split into three categories:
1. Abuse (Physical, Emotional and sexual)      
2. Neglect (Emotional and Physical)       
3. Household Dysfunction (Domestic Abuse and Violence, divorce, substance Abuse of parents or caregiver, Incarnation parent or caregiver, Mental illness), ( Gardener 2021).
Young people in this identified group experience all these three categories mentioned above. Physical abuse is prevalent in this group, since they believe it is a biblical thing to discipline a child. “They say spare the rod and spoil the child”. Emotional abuse is also prevalent in this group, parents in this group of young people tend to compare their children with the children from other families, academically or in terms of career achievements. The word spoken sometime really damage these young people emotionally. Sexual abuse do happen. Uncles who come to perch in some of the young people’s houses while transitioning from Africa to the UK, most at times abuse these young people sexually. The Young people also suffer neglect both neglect both physical and emotionally since their parents have to work hard to sustain the family financially. The parents are gone for very long hours as they have to work for several hours/shifts. Household dysfunctions is a common factor in these young people’s homes. These young people witness how one of the parents is physically abuse by the other parent through violent behaviour. The challenge of this is that none of the parents are allowed to seek divorce as African cultural and religion does not accept divorce in marriage. “What ever happens in this house stays in this house” (Erickkasy Savane, 2017) 






INTERVENTIONS PROPOSAL TO ENHANCE WELL BEING AND MITIGATE ADVERSITY IN THESE GROUPS.


These are the following interventions that I have as proposals which I deem can enhance well-being and mitigate adversity in these groups. 
1. Youth work has one of its values, is to see into the personal, social and political development of young people. This value is also concerned with how young people feel, and not just with what they know, (LSIS, 2012, p5). Keeping in line with these youth work values, I therefore propose that youth work should take special interest on how they can reach this particular group of young people. Also policy makers should think about how to develop policies that can enhance the well being of these young people. I also propose that youth work should start thinking on how to partner with these diaspora families and diaspora Christian churches in the UK so that they can be a good blend of youth work practice and proper Christian theology. I lastly propose that young people in this group should be given a safe way to speak out and when ostracise by their family they can still keep their faith and carry on with their life. 
Thank you for taking time to listen to my presentation, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. I have provided a reference list on the last 2 slides of the presentation. 




