From Knight to Cook essay plan
I. [bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
a. Themes in light of the historical context
i. Themes in order of tale
b. Be concise and to the point, do not waffle.
i. Be clear in what you're doing.
c. Analysis of the theme development in the four tales, drawing attention to the changing narrative of idealism to realism with no ideals and what this reflected in society.
i. Demonstrate the theme across all four Tales
II. The Knight's Tale
a. Basic assessment of the Knight's Tale's theme of Chivalry in the historical context.
i. What have commentators said on this and what do I think?
b. What does this historical context mean for the theme of the Knight's tale in the context of the Marriage Group as a whole?
i. References to pagan gods, perhaps Chaucer is saying that the ideals of chivalry idolise Roman and Greek ideals, rather than those of God?
III. The Miller's Tale
a. Bearing in mind the context of the first story, what is the Miller saying or alluding to?
i. If the Miller is making fun of courtly love, what is he saying about it?
b. Social context of the miller.
i. What does this mean in the context of the wider Group?
c. Is Chaucer saying through the Miller that chivalry is no better than the old pagan ways of the Romans and Greeks? And if so, what is he saying through the Miller?
i. Miller tells fabliaux that mocks courtly love and tells a tale of love in the medieval era in practice.
d. Is Chaucer defending marriage or just attacking courtly love?
i. Just having the miller attack courtly love as a thing of a bygone age, I think.
IV. The Reve's Tale
a. What did the Miller do?
i. This Reve is a carpenter by trade and a man of high standing under the manor lord; he doesn't like social climbers because they are trying to become the people who the Reve works for and gets his power from.
ii. The Reve tells his story, not to prop up the old system (due to lack of merit, perhaps?), but to get one at the Miller who was saying with his story how rubbish courtly love is (I think that’s what he’s saying).
b. Reve miffed because he's a carpenter like John (who gets cuckolded) in the Miller's Tale, so he tells his story to get one back on the Miller. No rebuttal debate, just plain spite and aggression, usually the case when you have no way to disprove something you dislike.
c. Old ways breaking down in the tale (remember historical context, this was happening in Chaucer's own time) personal freedom rather than strict ritualism of Catholic tradition being questioned and personal freedom is coming with disorder and traditional values were replaced with almost no values.
V. The Cook's Tale
a. Shortest tale, little more than the synopsis of a character and setting.
i. Very little to say about the character other than that he is a rascal who takes advantage of his master and gives little heed to his responsibilities.
b. Character given his qualification more to stop him from being a negative influence on the other apprentices than because he deserves it.
i. He then lives with friend who hires out his wife as a prostitute.
c. Social values completely gone from the character, no mention of religion, social concern or even of seeking an honest job.
d. Short tale in brutal contrast to the Knight's Tale (with his ideals), Knight's Tale complete and about order, Cook's Tale incomplete and about a person living a life almost (if not, then completely) completely devoid of order and morality
VI. Conclusion
a. Chaucer writing in time of social, political and theological uncertainty.
b. Contrasting ends of a theme of changing morals/values and with them the changes in the narrations and how they are told.
i. End unfinished with an uncertain future for Chaucer's time?
