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According to Garvis and Niklas Pramling, 2017 storytelling has been a long-standing tradition in young children and cultures. Stories not only serve as a vehicle for the transmission of cultural practises and traditions over time, but they are also essential for the development of children’s literacy (Garvis and Niklas Pramling, 2017). Bruner,1991 suggests stories are about human experiences, actions, events, and conflicts over time (Martha Robison Green, 2011). Moreso, storytelling is the original form of teaching, however digital story telling is a new notion that provides a powerful method to multimedia production that helps children expand their knowledge and ideas and express them (Theodosiadou, 2019). Neaum, 2012 emphasises how children must learn and enhance their linguistic skills, first by listening and speaking, then through reading and writing. According to Thompson, 2020 storytelling improves memory, enhances imagination, creative thinking and cognition and promotes reading and writing.  Furthermore, storytelling has been identified as an important component of early childhood learning since this is when children begin to make sense of their surroundings (Garvis and Niklas Pramling, 2017) and helps young children to gain self-confidence and collaborate with others (Hibbin, 2016). According to Mediacott, 2019, the most common technique of sharing stories with children is to read from a book, this was observed in the video recording. Moreso, reading a narrative from a book is a language rich early learning opportunity for young children since it engages children's attention to printed text, illustrations, and helps them acquire alphabetical knowledge, phonemic awareness, and decoding skills (Lefebvre, Trudeau and Sutton, 2011). As seen in the recording of the traditional story of the Gruffalo, picture books are full of interesting characters, rich vocabulary, and engaging scenarios (Medicott, 2019). As a result, young children require opportunities to immerse themselves in classic and modern oral stories so that they can conjure up their own mental images and finish and construct their own stories (Stevens, 2013). This was evident in traditional story recording when the children become interested in the story by examining the props throughout various parts of the story. Moreso, Brun, 2019 points out how props in storytelling can enhance the experience and create a positive relationship with stories at an early age. In addition to this the props serve to capture children's attention to the story and deepen their knowledge (Brun, 2019). During the tradition story telling recording the practitioners guided the young children through the reading process, demonstrating book handling skills by holding the book the correct way and turning the pages left to right and bringing the text to life to make the story engaging and exciting. This is supported by Ike, Grieder and Haaz, 2018 and Saracho and Spodek, 2010 who suggests role modelling while reading aloud to young children can help children develop their book handling skills and how book handling skills are important for preliteracy development. Vygotsky agrees with this as he stated that children develop best when people assist them to learn what they would not be able to learn on their own Government of Victoria n.d.) Furthermore, Vygotsky underlined the importance of language in mediating connections in which less capable individuals learn from more capable ones. This simultaneous meaning formation is supported by the language of interaction between the child and adult and can take many forms, including noises, gestures, body language, imagery, and interaction (www.vic.gov.au, n.d.) As seen in both storytelling recordings the practitioner used, gestures, noises of the characters, demonstrated good body language and interacted with the children through the story. Moreover, Bruner, 1983 emphasises that children's language learning abilities cannot work without the assistance of adults who provide a language acquisition support system and scaffold the child's introduction into language. Therefore, the Bruner LASS language acquisition support system emphasises the importance of the adult in early language development (The Nursery World, n.d). This was clear in the traditional story recording the practitioner placed an important role in the development of oral language (Brodin and Renblad, 2019). Medlicott, 2018 highlights how storytelling provides a solid foundation for language development. Moreso, sharing stories with children during their early years is an excellent approach to help them improve their listening, language, and communication abilities (Gallagher, 2022). This was previously shown in the recording as the children were able to listen well and communicate effectively with the practitioner though the use of props and oral skills. Lindley, 2023 also highlights how early vocal language abilities can predict later reading comprehension. According to a review conducted by Lennox, 2013 children's language development is a significant predictor of reading and later academic performance. Therefore, it is important to have pedagogical experience, as well as book selection, quality interactions, and increasing vocabulary and inferential language abilities (Brodin and Renblad, 2019: Lennox, 2019). Moreover, Raising Children Network, 2018 highlights how children like repetition in books, songs, and stories. The use of repetition throughout the story promotes the development of children's attention, language, and imagination, this was evident in the story recording. It also promotes social awareness in a way that children may comprehend (Gallagher, 2022). Furthermore, storytelling assists young children in developing their language and early reading skills, promotes brain development, language development and assists young children in learning about the world around them (Bowkett, n.d: Kumon, 2020: Medicott, 2019: Raising Children Network, 2018). Moreso, the importance of narrative learning in social constructivism much of Bruner’s work is concerned with how children make meaning of their surroundings. He believes that storytelling is essential to the process The Nursery World, n.d). Therefore, early language acquisition involves both cognitive and linguistic processes (Whitehead, 2010). Moreso, Chomsky believes that humans are biologically preprogrammed to develop and communicate through language. Chomsky considers language development to be a component of cognitive and social development, and he is interested in the relationship between language and ideas. However, Piaget contends that cognitive development came before linguistic performance. Vygotsky, on the other hand, underlined the interaction of language and thought as complementary processes in children's cognitive development (Kitson and Merry, 2002). Children's Bureau, 2017 suggests reading to children regularly can help them develop language acquisition, communication skills, social skills, and literacy abilities because it activates the brain, allowing them to understand the meaning of language and helps create critical language, literacy, and social skills. This is support by department of education (2012), reading to children can have a substantial impact on their cognitive development and reading skills (Huettig and Pickering, 2019). Furthermore, phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and oral reading are the five fundamental early reading skills for growth (Children's Bureau, 2017). Therefore, storytelling delivers knowledge, broadens vocabulary, and creates essential links between the spoken and written word, as well as fostering an interest in and appreciation of reading (Bowkett, n.d.), Moreover, storytelling is an enjoyable approach for children to become accustomed to hearing new words, syllables, and sounds (Thompson, 2020). According to Stevens, 2013 children are natural storytellers and require time, space, and interested adults to nurture their early literacy skills. Furthermore, when children hear stories, different areas of their brains actively track distinct components of the story as if the individual were experiencing the events firsthand. Therefore, storytelling stimulates areas of the brain associated with cognitive control, emotion, empathy, and social standards (O’Byrne et al., 2018). Moreover, reading to children has been shown to boost cognitive skills and aid in the cognitive development process (Children's Bureau, 2017). Moreso, children grasp and use most of their language's grammar principles by the age of five, communicate well with others, and display imaginative methods of expressing themselves in words (Kitson and Merry, 2002). Bruner proposes that parents and children shape language development jointly through social exchanges, referring to this as the language acquisition support system (Kitson and Merry, 2002). Furthermore, Chomsky focuses on the mental systems that allow humans to learn language. He was fascinated by how children process language. He contends that certain components of human knowledge and comprehension, including language, are genetically determined. Although Chomsky has been criticised for placing too much focus on syntax and structure in language (Neaum, 2012). Moreover, Snow and Matthews, 2016 emphasise the importance of well-developed oral language skills, such as vocabulary, syntax, and essential disclosure skills such as storytelling ability, in supporting and facilitating children's literacy development. These speech abilities promote two kinds of critical emerging reading skills in the early years, limited and non-contained skills. Moreover, in addition to storytelling nursery rhymes help children develop their phonological awareness and sensitivity to individual phonemes and rhymes, as well as their phonemic skill development. Therefore, speaking, singing, and reading help children develop a grasp of spoken and written language.  When children have opportunities to utilise language in relationships with people, listen to and respond to rhymes and stories they acquire language and literacy skills (Harper, 2011). According to study, there is a correlation between children's understanding of nursery rhymes and their eventual achievement in reading, writing, and spelling (Welsh Government, 2019). Furthermore, Visser-Bochane et al., 2020 highlights how Language development is important to a child's future success.  Therefore, storytelling serves as an excellent building element in the transition from oracy to literacy. Literacy is a second-order language system that necessitates oral competency as a requirement (Philips, 1999). As highlighted by the Welsh Government, 2019 language and literacy are essential for human communication. Moreso, language acquisition and development relate to the acquisition and development of spoken language. Language can be spoken, heard, read, written, or signed (Neaum, 2012). Furthermore, oracy is an important component of communication development. The new Welsh curriculum emphasises how engaging with language, literacy, and communication helps learners become healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead rewarding lives (Lodge, 2020: Welsh Government, 2019). Neaum, 2012 emphasises how today children must become more literate to read and write.  Therefore, practitioners play an essential part in the development of 3–5-year-old children's emergent writing by encouraging children to communicate and document their ideas (Dennis and Votteler, 2012: Rowe and Neitzel, 2010). Moreso, emergent writing refers to young children's earliest attempts at writing. Children as early as two years old begin to replicate the act of writing by sketching and making symbolic marks that represent their ideas.  Moreover, the theories of Piaget, Vygotsky, and Bruner are referred to as cognitive or socio-cognitive development theories. They emphasise that children learn language, social conduct, and their understanding of the world through a rapid, continuous, and often unconscious accumulation of connections that are strengthened or diminished throughout the child's life (Kitson and Merry, 2002). However, in today’s society there has been a remarkable increase in digital story telling due to the combination of affordable technology and software with an increasing need to update children's skills in a media-saturated world. When children create their own digital stories, they gain the capacity to perform a variety of literacy skills (Robin, 2008). In the classroom, digital storytelling improves language skills, personalises learning experiences, and increases children's participation. According to research by Robin, 2008 using digital story telling in the classroom helps children to develop their problem-solving and writing skills. Thang et al., 2014 points out it increases children's interactive communication, social, and interpersonal abilities. However, digital storytelling is changing the nature of narrative and allowing for new collaborative ways. Digital storytelling is a wonderful tool for practitioners to use to inspire children to participate in discussions, instructions, and understand the context. When young children engage in digital storytelling, they improve their communication abilities by learning to organise their thoughts, ask questions, and form narratives. Furthermore, digital storytelling is a technology that can help develop storytelling skills, engage in literacy activities, and increase their interactions with others (Nair and Yunus, 2021). Digital stories, as seen on the digital story recording, are presented in a digital format that can be viewed on a computer and are frequently posted to the internet using a web browser (Nair and Yunus, 2021). This can lead to digital story telling personalising learning and provide more variety than existing or traditional techniques (Theodosiadou, 2019). As a result, digital storytelling blends storytelling with digital material such as images, audio, and video. It provides children with an opportunity to learn the numerous sorts of literacy that they will need in the twenty-first century (O'Byrne et al., 2018). Furthermore, digital story telling has been utilised to teach values in special education and to foster media literacy in children (Theodosiadou, 2019). Although Derbashi, 2021 point out the constraints of digital stories include that they are time demanding and that dealing with technological issues may prevent the instructions from using stories. These difficulties make it difficult for practitioners to cover the entire curriculum (Derbashi, 2021). Although, digital storytelling can be viewed as an educational tool for practitioners to use to develop children's interest and attention in many areas of language (Abdorreza Tahriri, Maryam Danaye Tous and Solmaz Movahedfar, 2015). Therefore, the DCF framework assists practitioners in assisting children in developing a clear vision for digital learning (Welsh Government, 2018). To conclude this research examines the contrasts between oral and digital storytelling and how both types of storytelling develop children's language, literacy, and communication skills within the early years.
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