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Assignment 1: Bibliographical Exercise
B) Annotated Bibliography on an Historian’s Work:

Annotated Bibliography of selected works of Ronald Hutton with reference to the historiography of modern paganism and ancient pagan practices in Britain

[bookmark: _GoBack]Beattie, Rebecca, ‘Finding the Imperfect Goddess on the Earthly Plain: Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Literary Goddesses’, in Greenfield, Trevor (ed.), iPagan, (eBook: Moon Books, 2017).
In her review of the historical representations of the goddess within the literature of Thomas Hardy and Mary Webb, Beattie draws on Hutton’s research in Triumph of the Moon to highlight the key role played by literature in forming and crystallising contemporary pagan beliefs.  

Evans, Dave and Green, Dave (eds.), Ten Years of Triumph of the Moon,
(Harpenden: Hidden Publishing, 2009).
Whilst not strictly an academic response to Hutton’s seminal work on the history of the Wiccan religion, Triumph of the Moon, it does pay tribute to his work in opening up the study of the esoteric within contemporary academia, and Hutton’s rigorous research and professional scholarship. Whilst a good tribute to Hutton’s scholarship, it does not always acknowledge Hutton’s methodology of in-depth analysis of available source material and rigorous historicity in the application of those sources in the face of prevailing popular consensus. This book explores the growth in study of esoteric subjects within academia resulting from Hutton’s example, as well as other topics such as folklore and ritual practices. 

Hedenborg-White, Manon, ‘Contemporary Paganism’, in Lewis, J.R. & Petersen, J.A. Controversial New Religions, 2nd Ed., (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014).
This essay gives an overview into the different beliefs within contemporary paganism. Throughout her essay, Hedenbog-White draws extensively upon the writings of Ronald Hutton to illustrate the development of pagan beliefs in the UK since the eighteenth century.  Hutton’s historical research is used to argue that there is no evidence of an ancient pagan witch cult that survived to inform the thinking of Gerald Garner, the founder of Wicca.  Hedenborg-White also cites as the source for attributing the ideological origins of the pagan revival to eighteenth and nineteenth century poets such as Keats and Shelley.

Hutton, Ronald E., The Pagan Religions of the Ancient British Isles: Their Nature and Legacy, (Oxford: Blackwell, 1991).
The publishers describe this book as being the ‘first survey of religious beliefs in the British Isles from the Stone Age to the coming of Christianity.’ By necessity, the sources for ancient pagan religion that Hutton extensively describes in the first three hundred pages of the book are mostly archaeological finds.   The book also briefly touches on the influence of contemporary neo-paganism and folkloric stories on our understanding of pre-Christian religions in the British Isles.

In his conclusion, Hutton states that we know very little about the ancient pagan religions of the British Isles and that as he has shown most of what we believed that we knew is either factually wrong or simply unprovable.  Hutton goes on to say that the surviving evidence encompasses a tremendous diversity of traditions and architecture relating to religious practices, but the only era in which we can speak about with any certainty is that of Roman Britain.  

The Pagan Religions of the Ancient British Isles demonstrates the early development stages of Hutton’s methodology in exploring the roots of contemporary pagan practices in Britain.  Many of the themes explored in this book are revisited and elaborated upon in his later works on druidry, witchcraft and folklore.

Hutton, Ronald E., The Stations of the Sun: A History of the Ritual Year in Britain,
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996).
In this work we see the hallmark of Hutton’s methodology, which is demanding source-based proof for the claims that are made about ‘historical facts.’  Hutton explores the extant sources for the common customs and rituals that have traditionally marked the passing of the year in the British Isles. Whilst acknowledging the ‘peculiar charm’ of folkloric traditions, Hutton works very strictly from surviving sources of the earliest written documents to the present day.  

The book moves through the sequence of the year, and, surprisingly for Hutton, shows how heavily our history is influenced by Christian influence and ideologies and how these have changed through the Reformation and Counter-Reformation periods.  Many of the written sources that Hutton draws on are the records of the Church and local authorities such as councils. 

On occasion, Hutton does include more ancient traditions where there is supporting evidence that has survived for the festival in question.  One such example of this is for Beltane, for which there is evidence of an ancient fire festival.  Overall, Hutton argues in this work, that the Eight-fold Wheel of the Year that is observed within modern paganism is primarily a construct of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Hutton, Ronald E., The Triumph of the Moon: A History of Modern Pagan Witchcraft,
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999).
One of the key points that Hutton makes in this history and evaluation of Wicca in Britain, is that ‘Wicca is perhaps the religion that Britain gave to the world.’  Triumph of the Moon was provocative within the Wiccan and wider pagan community, as Hutton’s methodology was to disprove that there was a direct connection between ancient, pre-Christian paganism and contemporary Wicca. The first half of the book explores the wide-ranging strands that informed the originator of Wicca, Gerald Gardner, including freemasonry, romantic literature and theosophy.  Hutton also acknowledges that some influences on Gardner do have a longer provenance such as those from drawn Hindu beliefs. In the second half of the book, Hutton’s research into contemporary Wiccan practices are striking. Whilst retaining historical rigour, he demonstrates an admirable lack of academic condescension towards his subjects’ religious views and experiences.

Hutton, Ronald E., Witches, Druids and King Arthur,
(London: Hambledon and London, 2003).
This book draws together the themes and issues that arose from Hutton’s previous books on paganism, witchcraft and magic.  As Hutton writes in his introduction is that the elements of this book are ‘concerned with elements in history that have traditionally been grouped under the headings of the irrational and insubstantial: with mythology, legend and the dealings of humans with what modern Europeans have termed the supernatural’ (p. x).
Unusually, for a work of history, Hutton includes a chapter on Glastonbury and the alternative tellings of history that surround the town. This chapter is of particular interest as Hutton compares and contrasts the legends surrounding Glastonbury with the historical evidence available, particularly in relation to the veracity of the claims of early Christian links via Joseph of Arimathea and King Arthur. 

Unlike Hutton’s other works, this book is more conversational in style and intended primarily for a non-academic audience. However, Hutton still employs a rigorous application of historical research whilst stating more objective, personal opinions than is customary in his work.  The concluding chapter, ‘Living with Witchcraft’, is Hutton’s outlining and defence of his research practices for Triumph of the Moon and the ethical boundaries that he tried to employ in the wake of what he perceives as less sensitive research by others within the Academy.

Hutton, Ronald E., Blood and Mistletoe: The History of the Druids in Britain,
(London: Yale University Press, 2009).
In his introduction writes that Blood and Mistletoe is a book about the British and the way in which they have seen themselves, their island, their species and their world rather than being a book which purely focusses on the practices of Druidry itself or the archaeological evidence for Druidry in the British Isles.  However, in the first chapter, Hutton does provide an extensive overview of the somewhat limited information that can be found about the Druids from Roman archaeology and sources.

In Blood and Mistletoe, Hutton employs a chronological sequencing that is not always characteristic of his work on the history of paganism.  He compares each time period with its predecessor as he works his way through the different historical perspectives on Druidry including antiquarians, romantic writers, the revival of Celtic nationalism and the anthropologists of the twentieth century. Despite the chronological sequencing, Hutton has actually written a history of those who have been involved with and written about Druidy through history rather than of Druidism itself. 

Hutton, Ronald E., ‘How Pagan Were Medieval English Peasants?’, Folklore, 122 (2011), pp.235-249.
An article form of the Twenty-Ninth Katharine Briggs Memorial Lecture given by Hutton in November 2010.  In this lecture Hutton explores three areas: why did the concept of a pagan medieval populace develop, flourish for so long within academia and then decline; what is the actual evidence for medieval popular belief; and what new perspectives can be taken on medieval English Christianity by employing comparisons with paganism? With typical thoroughness, Hutton explores previous consensus within academia that Christianity was barely tolerated by the medieval populace who kept to their old pagan practices. He then describes the move from the 1970’s to a conclusion that there is no extant evidence for the survival of ancient pagan practices. Interestingly, Hutton reformulates the question of his lecture to ‘What was there about medieval Christianity that brought such a swift end to pagan worship, at least in England, and rendered any revival of it unnecessary?’  His exploration of this question sees Christianity as a radical and revolutionary new form of belief in the British Isles, with the cult of the saints replacing worship of pagan deities. 
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