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  This supporting paper will give a brief overview of the Serious Case Review (SCR) 2002/C9361 that was published by the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) and discussed in the group seminar.  The NSPCC (2022) describe a SCR as a report that allows professionals to report and improve safeguarding issues regarding children who have been seriously harmed as a result to neglect or child abuse.  Multiagency working will be discussed with interventions that could have prevented further abuse, policies that multiagency professionals followed, therapy that the children received ending with recommendations and improvements. 
  The SCR is based on an investigation of sexual abuse among a family setting stemming over 20 months from March 2017 and it was extended to June 2020 due to the size of the investigation and scale of abuse where Paul (the brother to Anya and Rosa, the uncle to Lena and the father to Whitney) was prosecuted due to committing sexual abuse and sexual harmful behaviour.  It was widely acknowledged by professionals that Paul had been involved with viewing indecent images of children and watching specific fetish behaviour content containing infants, young children and vulnerable adults.  When this was investigated further it became apparent that Paul was making explicit inappropriate content with his daughter.  Paul was arrested under the Sexual Offences Act 2003 due to having sexual activity and images of children under the age of 13.  Wekerle, Bennett and Francis (2013) define sexual abuse as an adult engaging in sexual conduct with a child which could be contact or non-contact, causing harm or no harm.
  The children in the investigation were all vulnerable due to Paul having such close contact with them, along with the family all having learning disabilities, which made them more susceptible to unknowingly accepting the abuse. Robohm and Buttenheim (1997) explore the issue that if you are vulnerable or have disabilities you are more likely to be abused as mental capacity is lacked along with basic skills to keep themselves safe; the abuse can be in many forms.  Anya and Rosa were both selected mutes from a young age and signed to each other as a form of communication.  Being mutes from a young age was an indication that there were issues at home; professionals who met both girls should have investigated this, if this had been investigated, the root cause may have been discovered and could have stopped the abuse sooner.  Furthermore, it was noted that both girls were self-mutilating and harming themselves. Lena’s mother was known to have learning disabilities as well as Whitney’s mother, thus making them vulnerable.
  Brown et al (2009) and Karatekin and Hill (2019) describe adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) as toxic stress that can alter brain development, this can be from forms of abuse when a child is growing up.  It is apparent in the SCR that Paul and his siblings had grown up with ACEs due to the sexual abuse that they had all received from their parents.  There are signs of generational abuse within the family throughout the SCR.  When the multi-agencies were investigating the abuse, the children were taken from their homes and left in Pauls mothers care; if older paper records were transferred onto electronic systems this would never have happened as there would have been evidence from doctor and hospital visits from Paul and his siblings when they were younger.  This would have meant earlier interventions could have been made for the girls as multi-agencies would have noticed a similar patterned timeline of abuse and behaviours.  
  Unicef (2022) characterise the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) as an international treaty that is recognised by countries as children having rights.  One of the UNCRC rights is that all children have a right to be heard and listened to.  It is evident in this SCR that the children’s rights were violated.  Anya and Rosa had disclosed to professionals about the abuse they had entailed, they were not believed, similarly with Whitney, when she disclosed information, no further action was taken.  In accordance with Wiehe (1997) historically, abuse among families has been ignored and left behind closed doors unrecognised when it comes to being spoken about and gets repressed by other family members and not taken further by professionals.  Allen (2005) deciphers The Children Act 1989 as an extensive piece of legislation which influences all professionals working with children, whom must all adhere to and work within this act.  The Children Act 1989 is there to ensure that children’s welfare is advocated, and children are safeguarded.  All professionals abide by the legal framework of the act ensuring children feel safe, listened to and believed.  
  Whitney had shown signs of sexualised behaviours in nursery and school, staff members had noticed such behaviours and reported Whitney’s actions to the appropriate channels following the policies and procedures, writing reports on the incidents and reporting the matter to the Care Inspectorate Wales, Social Services and Safeguarding Officer.  Mcgregor and Mcnichol (1999) acknowledge the study of children with sexualised behaviour, to develop an understanding into whether there was an explanation for the child’s behaviour or whether it was due to a form of sexual abuse.  The findings from the study showed that sexual abuse was established as a reason for the sexual behaviour in very little of the cases.  The school correctly reported the concerning incidents the issue was never progressed, and Whitney was never consulted by another professional about the incidents.
  Some of the multi-agencies that worked on this SCR are the police, social services, children services, schools, doctors and paediatricians and therapists, an independent organisation Triangle was also used.  Triangle (2022) describe their organisation as independent, allowing children to communicate freely, facilitating children respectively about important matters including specialist support, legal proceedings, advocacy and expert opinions.
  This SCR shows that multiagency working needs improvement across the board including the sharing of information and communication among different agencies and within each individual agency.  Each family had their own individual social worker assigned to them, if they had spoken to one and other, they would have disclosed about each incident of abuse a lot sooner. The police need to work better with social services when conducting interviews as social services can lead the interviews, but the police would not allow them to take over; the lack of communication within the SCR is evident throughout.  The SCR ends with the girls now residing in the care of an extended family member, this gives the children hope for stability and love for the future, getting them out of the cycle of generational abuse.
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